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Fort Myers, intersection of Bay and Lee streets, in the early 1930s. This
photograph looks north across the Caloosahatchee River and the Edison
Memorial Bridge. Hidden by foliage on the right is the Royal Palm Hotel,
built by Hugh O’Neill. The Royal Palm Annex is the large building in the
center; the two small buildings in the right foreground, on Lee Street, are
boom-era real estate offices. The building on the far left served as staff headquarters for the U. S. Army during the Second Seminole War. By the time
of this photograph it had been moved and it housed the Fort Myers Library.
This photograph is a copy of one in the collection of the Southwest Florida
Historical Society.
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MAY MANN JENNINGS AND
ROYAL PALM STATE PARK
by LINDA D. VANCE*

Everglades National Park was dedicated at EverW glades, Florida,
on December 6, 1947, by President Harry S.
HEN THE

Truman, the ceremony was attended by a host of national and
state officials and dignitaries and by more than 8,000 of the general public.1 Seated on the speaker’s platform among the honored
guests was a woman whose involvement in the preservation of
the Everglades went back more years than any other individual
present. She was May Mann Jennings, widow of William Sherman Jennings, Florida’s eighteenth governor.
Mrs. Jennings, then seventy-four years of age, must have recalled many proud and satisfying memories as she waited for the
cue signalling her participation in the ceremony. She remembered the long ago events that first had introduced her to that
portion of the Everglades which had so long fired her imagination and energy and which had caused her to consecrate much of
her life to the goal of preserving and conserving the area.
The small portion of Florida which had so captivated Mrs.
Jennings was a hammock located on Paradise Key in Dade
County some fifteen miles southwest of Homestead.2 It is one of
the largest Everglades keys and is a treasure garden of tropical
and exotic plant and animal life. Vines, ferns, and wild orchids
grow there in abundance. Much of its plant life is found nowhere else in the United States. It has the largest native stand of
royal palms in this country. These majestic and stately trees,
which sometimes reach a height of over 100 feet, have always
been much admired by scientists and nature lovers.3 Frank M.
*

Ms. Vance is a graduate student at the University of Florida, Gainesville,
writing a doctoral dissertation on Mrs. William Sherman Jennings.

1. Miami Herald, December 7, 1947.
2. Paradise Key lies in Sections 15 and 22, Township 58 South, Range 37
East. Official Map of Dade County, Florida, 1954, PKY 1068, P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
3. John C. Gifford, On Preserving Tropical Florida, comp. Elizabeth Ogren
Rothra (Coral Gables, 1972), 95, 124; Walter M. Buswell, Native Trees
and Palms of South Florida (Coral Gables, 1945), 49.

[1]

Published by STARS, 1976

7

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1
2

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Chapman, the noted writer, in 1943 described “the royal palms”
as standing “out beyond the glades and above the forest like
arboreal monuments.“4 The preservation of this key, later called
Royal Palm Hammock, became one of Mrs. Jennings’s lifelong
goals and set her upon a political, economic, and public relations struggle that spanned thirty-three years.
The story of the hammock begins in the last years of the
nineteenth century and involves several early scientists, pioneers,
and prominent citizens of south Florida. South-Florida was an
undeveloped and unspoiled tropical paradise when Kirk and
Mary Munroe settled in Coconut Grove in 1886. Journalist,
editor, and avid outdoorsman, Kirk Munroe visited Florida in
1881, traveling some 1,600 miles in his canoe, the Psyche. 5
Munroe and his wife were avid conservationists and members of
many national and local organizations. She was a charter member
of the Dade County Federation of Women’s Clubs, the organization through which she was to meet May Mann Jennings. Mary
Munroe was also to play an important role in saving the hammock, and she was one of the first women to work on its behalf.
Other prominent people familiar with the hammock during
the years around the turn of the century were the naturalists
H. P. Rolfs of the University of Florida; N. L. Britton, director
of the New York Botanical Garden; Charles Simpson, who operated a private botanical garden in Dade County; Edward Simmonds, chief botanist for the agriculture department in Dade
County; James K. Small, curator of the New York Botanical
Garden; David Fairchild, who headed the United States Office
of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction which had been established at Coconut Grove in 1898; and John C. Gifford of Cornell
University, who moved to Coconut Grove in 1905.6 Elizabeth
Rothra states that “Gifford and Fairchild were part of a little
band of men in South Florida who worked with true devotion
to preserve the region’s natural beauty and resources. They had
4.
5.
6.

Frank M. Chapman, “Everglades Islet, A glowing description of Royal
Palm State Park— so far the only Everglade area to become a park,”
Audubon Magazine, XLV (1943), 19.
Irving A. Leonard, ed., “A Lost ‘Psyche’: Kirk Munroe’s Log of a 1,600
Mile Canoe Cruise in Florida Waters, 1881-1882,” Tequesta, XXVIII
(1968), 63-89.
Gifford, On Preserving Tropical Florida, 5, 27-32, 39-41, passim; Charlton
W. Tebeau, Man in the Everglades: 2000 Years of Human History in the
Everglades National Park, 2nd rev. ed. (Coral Gables, 1968), 167.
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a part in saving the rare stand of native royal palms on
Paradise Key.“7 John Gifford’s wife, Edith, was a member of the
Dade County Woman’s Club, and she also came to work with
Mrs. Jennings in securing Paradise Key.
Three other persons who were involved in the story of Royal
Palm Hammock were Henry M. Flagler, his third wife, Mary
Kenan Flagler, and his business associate, James E. Ingraham.
The rapid urban development of South Florida was due almost
entirely to the resources and energies of Henry Flagler. Prior to
his interest in the area, development was so limited that only
the Indians truly knew what lay south of Miami and in the Everglades. There were no roads into the interior of the Everglades at
all; the road to Flamingo was not completed until 1916.
The Florida East Coast Railroad reached Miami in 1896, and
Flagler took a great interest in the town’s growth, and he became
acquainted with its leaders. He donated much land and money
for civic improvement, including property for the construction of
the Miami Woman’s Club. Miami was to have been the end of
his line, but he reconsidered this decision, and by 1904 the road
was extended another twenty-five miles south to the newlyestablished town of Homestead. Civilization was moving closer
to Paradise Key. It was no longer known only to botanists,
hunters, and Indians.
In 1902 Flagler began preparations for the Key West extension. His railroad already controlled large amounts of the surrounding land, including portions of Paradise Key, which he had
acquired in 1896 through a quit-claim deed.8 Two surveys were
made, one across the southern Glades region from Homestead to
Cape Sable, and another over the lower keys from Key Largo to
Key West. The first route, which later became a highway, passed
directly through Paradise Key, and the second, which was chosen
for the extension, eight miles east of it.
James E. Ingraham was no stranger to the Everglades. In
March and April 1892 while employed by Henry B. Plant, he
had made a grueling trek across the Everglades from Sarasota to
7. Gifford, On Preserving Tropical Florida, 31.
8. The quit-claim deeds are recorded in Florida, Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund, Minutes of the Trustees, Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida. Volume VIII. From January 1, 1909, to
December 31, 1910, With Financial Statement for the Two Years, Published Under Authority Of the Trustees. (Tallahassee, 1910), 416.
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Miami to survey a possible rail route.9 He did not see Paradise
Key then, but he visited Kirk Munroe in Miami, and the two
men became lifelong friends— a friendship that would later benefit Paradise Key.
Shortly after his expedition, Ingraham was hired by Flagler,
and he became his land commissioner and president of the
10
Model Land Company. Ingraham was in an excellent position
to know of the uniqueness of Paradise Key. In 1893 H. P. Rolf
and N. L. Britton made a trip to Paradise Key. Believing that
Flagler owned it, they approached Ingraham, asking that it be
granted to the national government for preservation. The idea,
however, was not pursued.
Proximity and friendship were not the only things that
brought many of these people into contact with Paradise Key and
with each other. They were all naturalists in varying degrees,
even Flagler, and their common membership in the infant Florida
Audubon Society only served to strengthen their ties. The Florida
Audubon Society was organized at Maitland on March 2, 1900.
The Munroes, Governor and Mrs. Jennings, Henry Flagler, and
James E. Ingraham were among its first members.11
Because of the railroad extensions and the opening up of the
region, the concern for preserving Paradise Key increased. There
were, however, no government officials or agencies interested in
its preservation. The Audubon Society was overtaxed and the
general public was apathetic to such action. What the key
needed was a spokesman or group which would fight for it. The
group came forward. It was the Florida Federation of Women’s
Clubs. At first it seemed unlikely that this weak organization
could do anything, but persistence, and above all the leadership
of May Mann Jennings, saved Paradise Key and created Royal
Palm Hammock State Park.
The Florida Federation of Women’s Clubs was organized
February 21, 1895, at Green Cove Springs and was admitted to
the General (national) Federation three years later.12 As the
9.
10.
11.
12.

Harry Gardner Cutler, History of Florida, Past and Present: Historical
and Biographical, 3 vols. (Chicago, 1923), III, 370.
Sidney Walter Martin, Florida’s Flagler (Athens, 1949), 240-41.
Lucy Worthington Blackman, The Florida Audubon Society, 1900-1935
(n.p., n.d.), 1, 45-48.
Lucy Worthington Blackman, The Florida Federation of Women’s Clubs,
1895-1939 (Jacksonville, 1939), 5.
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Lodge at Royal Palm State Park. From Charles Torrey Simpson, Out of
Doors in Florida: The Adventures of a Naturalist, Together with Essays on
the Wild Life and the Geology of the State (Miami, 1923), opposite p. 300.

From left to right: unidentified man, Thomas Harris, Dr. Charles Torrey
Simpson, Dr. John Clayton Gifford, Edward Simmonds, Dr. David Fairchild.
A photograph of the “Scientists Committee” of the Miami Community
Council in 1922. From John C. Gifford, On Preserving Tropical Florida, comp.
Elizabeth Ogren Rothra (Coral Gables, 1972).
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confidence and horizons of the women expanded they began to
confront the major social and political problems of the day. The
state and national federations became major forces working for
social improvement at the beginning of the twentieth century.
The first decade of the organization witnessed rapid growth in
Florida.13 Most of the members were women from affluent homes,
many the wives of some of Florida’s most prominent business and
political leaders. The Florida Federation gradually grew into an
organization of influence. By 1910 it was actively pursuing improvements in state health laws, public education, conservation,
and beautification, and it was working for the establishment of
libraries in every county.
The Federation’s tenth annual meeting was held in Miami in
1905, and in the minutes appear the two following items: first, a
call by the women for the appointment by the governor of a
“Forestry Commission,” and second, the introduction of a motion
which read: “That the Federation endorse the proposal to make
a Federal forest reservation of Paradise Key in the Everglades, in
order to preserve the unique groups of Royal palms, this being
the only spot in the United States where these palms are found
growing naturally.“14 Edith Gifford and Mary Munroe had been
responsible for these motions.
Not unexpectedly, these proposals were ignored by the state
legislature. Partly this was due to disinterest, but there was also
confusion about the exact location and ownership of the key.
None of the land had been patented, surveyed, or platted by the
state. The requests of the Federation, however, could be no
longer ignored after May Jennings became its president in 1914.
She was a friend of Mary Munroe, Edith Gifford, and other
women interested in conservation. Shortly after her election she
was informed by Mrs. Munroe that a verbal commitment to
donate Paradise Key acreage had been secured from Mrs. Flagler.15 Apparently Mary Munroe’s longtime friendship with Mr.
Ingraham was paying off, because it was he who conveyed the
commitment, and it was he who relayed to Mrs. Munroe a brief
13. Ibid., 23.
14. Ibid., 21.
15. Mrs. Kirk Munroe to May Mann Jennings, undated, in folder “December
1914,” Box 4, May Mann Jennings Papers, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville. Hereinafter cited as MMJ
Papers.
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history of Dr. Rolf’s early interest in the key. Ingraham promised
to work closely with the Federation to save the hammock.
The state at that time was preparing to surface and complete
a road to Flamingo. The hammock was threatened with destruction as many palms and exotic plants were being carried off by
vandals and road crews. Mrs. Jennings was asked to make the
preservation of Royal Palm Hammock one of her administration’s main goals. She readily agreed, motivated by the description of the key with its majestic trees, because of her husband’s
long involvement in Everglades preservation and reclamation (he
himself owned some land nearby), and because Ingraham was a
longtime personal friend.
Mrs. Jennings perceived at once the tremendous effort it
would take to get such a proposal accepted by the state government. It would be difficult to persuade officials to accept responsibility for the creation and care of a park. Florida was expanding and growing, but conservation was not a popular issue.
Florida did not have any state-owned recreational areas. For nine
years the legislature had ignored the call by the women to save
the key. A new approach was needed.
Mrs. Jennings developed a plan. She knew of Mrs. Flagler’s
offer of 960 acres of land, and she felt that the state might be
persuaded to donate the remaining needed land, but only if it
would not also have to maintain it. It was a bold idea and could
only have been suggested by one who was confident of its success.
Mrs. Jennings was just the one needed to implement such a
scheme. She had both political experience and well-placed
friends. The facts that she was a woman, who would be speaking
for an organization composed of non-voting citizens, and who
would have to deal with an all-male government, never bothered
her. Times were changing. The suffrage movement was gaining
strength. Women were becoming public leaders, and she was
confident of her chances of securing the hammock, but she knew
it would be a hard battle.
May Mann Jennings was born in Centerville, New Jersey, in
1872. Her parents, Austin and Elizabeth Mann, moved to Florida
shortly after her birth and settled at Crystal River, where her
father practiced law and cultivated one of the largest citrus groves
in the area. In 1883 Austin Mann was elected state senator from
Hernando County. He had a stormy but distinguished career in

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol55/iss1/1
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the legislature, being a populist leader and a free-thinking progressive. He is remembered mainly as “the father of good roads”
and as an ardent backer of the proposed cross-Florida barge
canal.16
May Mann’s mother died when she was nine, and two years
later she was sent to St. Joseph’s Convent in St. Augustine where
she received the complete “southern style” finishing school education. It included instruction in the traditional academic subjects and in piano and voice, art, needlepoint, and French. Upon
graduation in 1889 she was selected as class valedictorian.17 In
all of May’s contacts with others she exuded an air of confidence,
a sunny and gracious disposition, and a joyful outlook on life. In
researching her papers, one is struck by her compassionate, warm
nature, and by her sharp mind. Her energy was boundless. A
letter to a friend might typically touch upon national politics,
local civic problems, music, art, cooking recipes, gardening, advice on childrearing, club business, political strategy, and still include tender solicitude for her friend’s health and loved ones.
Her letters are sprinkled with a goodly amount of dry wit and
humor and portray her as a woman with a well-rounded personality.
After graduation May accompanied her father to Tallahassee
and spent the 1891 legislative session working as his assistant. She
proved to be an able aide, but politics was not all that was on
her mind; she was being courted by a handsome young judge
from her home county. He was William Sherman Jennings and
they were married in the spring of that year. Jennings’s alliance
with May Mann was a fortunate choice, as she greatly aided his
career. A contemporary wrote: “There is little doubt that the
rise of young Jennings [the future governor] was promoted by
his marriage to May Mann. . . . [In addition] . . . to being a
young lady of great charm, [she] inherited much of her father’s
political ability. She was just such a person as would impress all
those who came in contact with her— just such a one as would
prove a most fitting helpmeet [sic] to a husband who had both

16. John Q. Langford, Jr., “Senator Austin S. Mann” (research paper, University of Florida, 1950), 1-7, copy in P. K. Yonge Library.
17. Lucy Worthington Blackman, The Women of Florida, 2 vols. (Jacksonville, 1940), II, 92.
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ability and political ambitions.“18 May’s new husband was destined for a distinguished career in state government.19 He was
Hernando County’s state representative from 1893 to 1895, and
was elected governor in 1900, serving from 1901 until 1905.
Jennings’s administration was constructive and progressive, receiving commendation for a decrease in state indebtedness, for
improvements in the convict-lease system, for the recovery of
swamplands from the Federal government, and for the promotion of the vast Everglades reclamation project. Mrs. Jennings,
who had lived close to politics all her life, was intensely interested in the goals, proposals, and legislation of her husband’s administration.
In 1905 at the close of his term of office, Jennings moved
his family to Jacksonville, where he pursued his law practice and
served as attorney for the trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund. Mrs. Jennings became active in various civic organizations,
but her primary efforts were being expended on behalf of the
Jacksonville Woman’s Club. In 1912 she became chairman of the
State Federation’s education department, and by the time she
was elected Federation president in November 1914, she had accumulated much experience and was ideally suited to lead the
fight to save Paradise Key.
On December 3, 1914, she wrote a letter to Federation officers
describing the hammock, setting forth her plan to develop it as
a park, and asking for opinions. If they approved she wanted
them to accompany her to Tallahassee to speak to Governor
Park Trammell and other state officials. She knew she would
need the support of rank and file Federation members to succeed. Many agreed that the preservation of the hammock would
be a fine civic gesture, but several of the ladies questioned the
feasibility of the Federation assuming such a financial burden.20
This kind of opposition was to crop up several years later and to
jeopardize seriously the project. Fortunately, the doubters were
W. [William] T. Cash, The Story of Florida, 4 vols. (New York, 1938),
II, 530.
19. William Sherman Jennings, born in Illinois in 1863, came to Florida as
a young man to practice law at Brooksville. A life-long Democrat,
Jennings won appointment as a circuit court commissioner, and served
as a county judge, state representative, and speaker of the Florida House
in 1895. Cutler, History of Florida, I, 172-77.
20. Kate V. Jackson to May Mann Jennings, December 10, 1914, folder “December 1914,” Box 4, MMJ Papers.
18.
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few, and Mrs. Jennings proceeded with her plans, including a
plea for a $1,000 annual state appropriation. When no one
volunteered to accompany her to Tallahassee, she went alone.
Florence Cay, one of Mrs. Jennings’s oldest friends and wife
of a prominent Tallahassee businessman and legislator, telephoned Mrs. Park Trammell, as Mrs. Cay described it, to “touch
upon the subject” of the hammock.21 Mrs. Trammell, herself a
Federation member, was cautious but encouraging about what
action the governor would take. This was just the first of many
instances where Mrs. Jennings would make use of the Federation’s
“old girl network” to assess attitudes and contact important
people.
Mrs. Jennings proceeded with the planned visit to present the
Federation’s request to Governor Trammell. She also scheduled
a trip to South Florida to visit the hammock. As Mrs. Rose Lewis,
Federation vice-president of the Miami area stated, Mrs. Jennings
“did set a terrific pace!“22 During the second week in December
1914, she journeyed by train to Tallahassee where she apparently
stayed at the Governor’s Mansion. The following social item appeared in the local paper: “Mrs. William S. Jennings, of Jacksonville, the brilliant wife of former Governor Jennings . . . is
making a brief visit to the Capital city, and is being charmingly
entertained at the Governor’s Mansion by Mrs. Park Trammell.“23
Only a few knew of her real reason for the visit. Mrs. Cay accompanied her when she met with the various cabinet members
who were also trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund. The
ladies must have won over the governor because he promised to
present their request at the next board meeting of the Internal
Improvement trustees. At the December 23 meeting, the board
approved a letter to be sent to W. J. Tweedell and E. J. Powers,
Dade County commissioners, authorizing action to prevent trespassing on the hammock land owned by the state.24 The following day, the board voted to grant tentatively the Federation’s
21.
22.
23.
24.

Florence [Cay] to May Mann Jennings, December 4, 1914, ibid.
Rose A. Lewis to May Mann Jennings, December 8, 1914, ibid.
Tallahassee Weekly True Democrat, December 11, 1914.
Florida, Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, Minutes of the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida.
Volume X. From January 1, 1913, to December 31, 1914, with Financial
Statement for the Two Years. (Tallahassee, 1915), 609-10.
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request for the hammock land, subject to legislative approval.
The trustees planned to visit South Florida the following month,
and Mrs. Jennings, who was apprised of their action, was asked
not to reveal the news to the public until after that time. Elated
over the trustees’ actions, she celebrated a joyous Christmas. In
fact the trustees did not have to have legislative approval to
grant and convey the land, but perhaps the unusual nature of
the Federation’s request made them more cautious than usual.
Endorsement by the governor or the trustees was no guarantee
that the lawmakers would give their approval. Only intense
lobbying efforts would insure success.
The day after Christmas the Jennings family traveled to
Miami for a round of official Federation visits. Much time was
taken up with routine club business, but on Monday, December
28, accompanied by her husband and son and Mrs. R. B. Moore,
Mrs. A. Leigh Monroe, and Mary Munroe, Mrs. Jennings
journeyed to Paradise Key to see for herself the much talkedabout royal palm hammock. The trip must have been a “bonejarring” one, since the road out to the key was unpaved and
little more than a boggy cow path, barely passable by auto.
Pictures of the region during that period often show a stranded
Model-T hub-high in mud with the occupants digging and pushing to get it unstuck. In a letter to Mrs. William Hocker, Mrs.
Jennings referred to the trip: “The Hammock is entirely surrounded by water, the palms tower much above the other growth
. . . . The women down in that part of the country are very enthusiastic over the Park subject.“25
After the trustees’visit to the key they notified Mrs. Jennings
that they approved of the resolution granting the property to
the Federation, and the news was publicly released. It was an
important moment in the history of Florida conservation because
with this action Tallahassee recorded a quiet but dramatic change
in policy. No matter that the trustees somewhat grudgingly did
it, or that they were reluctant to assume any of the care of the
proposed park, or that, as some said, the only reason they approved the request was because the land was unfit for anything
else. For once, a motive other than gain and exploitation was
expressed about state lands. The decision was ultimately to bene25. May Mann Jennings to Mrs. [William] Hocker, January 8, 1915, folder
“January 1915,” Box 5, MMJ Papers.
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fit all of the people, and the hammock would become Florida’s
first state park. The park was to be an important step in the
establishment of the Everglades National Park.
After Mrs. Jennings received notification of the approval she
began mobilizing the Federation. Governor Jennings drafted a
bill to be presented to the legislature, calling for the state to
deed to the Federation 960 acres to supplement the 960 Flagler
acres. It also provided $1,000 for park maintenance. The bill was
introduced in the Senate by Senator Herbert J. Drane of Lakeland, who boarded at the Cay residence when in Tallahassee, and
by Representative Harry Goldstein of Fernandina. The bill received little attention from state lawmakers, and several times it
almost died in committee. Chances for approval looked bleak,
and hope for its passage was all but given up. Mrs. Jennings
worked hard though, traveling several times to Tallahassee to
lobby for the bill. A pamphlet extolling the virtues of the hammock was printed and distributed to every lawmaker. The 6,000
ladies of the Federation were urged to write their legislative
delegations. Numerous talks around the state were presented to
increase public support for the bill.
In the last hours, when the outcome seemed dismal, Governor Jennings and their son Bryan, a Stetson University law
student, were pressed into emergency lobbying duty. Not only
was it a race against the legislature’s recess, but because of publicity given the hammock, vandals and road crews were digging
up even more palms and exotic plants. The hammock was being
imperiled.
The legislature was scheduled to recess on June 3, 1915, and
it would not meet again for two years. Time was critical. Mrs.
Jennings planned to be in Tallahassee right up to the last
moment working for the bill, but illness brought on by severe
exhaustion confined her to her home in Jacksonville. As she
anxiously awaited the outcome her husband and son remained at
the Capital to push the legislation. Finally on June 2 she received a telegram from Bryan: “House passed Park Bill.” The
next day her husband telegraphed: “Park Bill passed Senate
midnight.“26 Midnight was the time of the recess. The bill had
26. Telegrams, Bryan Jennings to May Mann Jennings, June 2, 1915; W. S.
Jennings to May Mann Jennings, June 3, 1915, both in folder “June
1915,” Box 6, ibid.
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been left to the very last minute. The Royal Palm State Park
was now a reality.
Mrs. Jennings was overjoyed; the Federation now owned the
hammock. Unfortunately, however, the appropriation had been
cut out of the bill. Those in the Senate who had opposed the
park had resorted to a common legislative tactic. For all practical
purposes the park was doomed. How was the Federation to develop a state park for public purposes without funds to do so?
Mrs. Jennings, both grateful and yet heartsick, dutifully sent
letters of appreciation to all legislators who had voted for the bill.
Trying to boost everyone’s fallen spirits, Mrs. Jennings wrote
to Federation members that the paths, lodge, and pavilions
envisioned for the park could still be built. The Federation
would have to rise to the occasion; funds could be found. In
truth, she had no idea where money would come from, but the
importance of the project sustained her, and she began to make
plans.
Besides money, she needed public support for the project.
Mrs. Jennings never let up in her campaign to publicize the hammock. To secure money she wrote every newspaper, organization,
and individual that might be interested in helping the Federation. Philanthropists such as John D. Rockefeller, Andrew
Carnegie, and Charles Deering were solicited for funds. Thomas
A. Edison, a winter resident of Fort Myers, sent $50.00. Gradually small amounts of money began to trickle in to aid the park,
but it was not enough. Mrs. Flagler’s 960-acre endowment was
secured, and some of the land was rented out to area farmers,
which earned several hundred dollars. A statewide “mile-ofdimes” campaign was launched by the Federation. Cardboard
folders, one foot in length and having slots for twelve dimes, were
distributed. The hope was that the folders laid end to end for
one mile would bring in over $6,000. The campaign was a
catchy idea, but it was not successful; less than $1,000 was raised.
However, the Federation was able to secure the services of
Charles Mosier as caretaker, and he began making improvements
in the park. He had worked on Viscaya, Charles Deering’s Miami
estate, and was knowledgeable about the hammock region, having
explored it with Drs. Small and Fairchild. In March 1916, the
Mosier family moved to the park and set up housekeeping in a
tent. His letters to Mrs. Jennings are filled with accounts of
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bouts with mosquitoes, poisonous snakes, torrential rains, scorching heat, and grassfires. Only a hearty soul who liked what he was
doing could have endured such trials.
During the spring of 1916, work was begun on the lodge;
paths were cut, picnic tables constructed, and other improvements made. The work was constantly delayed by slowness
in the paving of the Flamingo highway and by lack of funds.
Local Federation ladies succeeded in securing from the Dade
County commissioners a one-year $1,200 appropriation. With
these funds and by borrowing from Federation money designated
for other purposes the lodge and other improvements were completed.
The Federation’s twenty-second annual convention was held
at Miami in November 1916. The major event of the convention
was the formal dedication of the park. On November 23, a
motorcade of 168 cars, “Fords, Cadillacs, Maxwells, Overlands
and every other kind,” left Miami’s Halcyon Hotel for Royal
Palm State Park.27 Over 1,000 persons attended. Mrs. Jennings
presided. After introductions and a dedication prayer, the Federation’s park committee’s official report was given. Then, James
Ingraham, who was also honored by having the HomesteadFlamingo road named after him, made a short, informal speech.
As reported by the Miami Herald, “Mr. Ingraham made a most
delightful speech, telling in intimate conversational terms first
of his early discovery of Paradise Key, of his talk with both Mr.
and Mrs. Flagler on the subject, of the title claim made by the
railroad and then most whimsically of Mrs. Jennings’ first attempt to have a bill put through the legislature. . . . Mrs.
Jennings’difficulties in this line were depicted, her first illusions
about the promises of legislators, the consultation with ‘the wise
old lawyer’(Governor Jennings) who finally drew up a new bill
and her latest indefatigable efforts which resulted in the land
being given, but not the money. Mr. Ingraham closed his very
charming speech congratulating the president and the Federation members.“28 The keynote address was given by Mrs. John D.
Sherman of the National Federation. She was followed by Dr.
Simpson, who had identified and tagged the trees, who described
the botanical nature of the park. Then Mrs. Jennings rose and
27. Miami Herald, November 24, 1916.
28. Ibid.
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dedicated the park with the simple words, “With the power in
me vested as president of the Florida Federation of Women’s
Clubs I hereby dedicate this Royal Palm Park to the people of
Florida and their children forever.“29 A benediction closed the
ceremony.
A picnic luncheon with a cola called Pinapola was served. It
was a happy crowd that walked the newly-cut paths that day.
Most state officials had been invited to the ceremony, but none
attended. Present, however, were many of the loyalists who had
supported the park from the beginning, including Mary Munroe,
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Tweedell, Mr. and Mrs. Bion H. Barnett, Jr.,
Governor Jennings and Bryan, Mrs. Frank Stranahan, Lucy
Blackman, and Mrs.. Napoleon Bonaparte Broward.30
With the dedication over, the park was now faced with the
need for operating funds. The Dade County Commissioners refused to pledge long-term support, and a small but vocal element
within the Federation began to criticize the park and Mrs.
Jennings. They accused her of devoting too much time and
spending too much of the organization’s money on the project.
It was one of the park’s most critical periods. Only Mrs.
Jennings’s willpower and prodigious work kept it operating.
In the spring of 1917 she submitted to the new Florida legislature a bill which again requested state funds. She worked
hard for its passage and wrote to a friend at that time: “Have
just returned this morning from Tallahassee, and I am worn
completely out; have been before two committees on appropriations, and before the Forestry Committee.“31 The bill died on the
calendar. A disconsolate Mrs. Jennings faced another two-year
struggle to keep the park functioning. A steady stream of scientific visitors was using it, articles about it were being published, and word of its beauty and pleasures was spreading, but
little money was coming in.32
29. Ibid.
30. “List of persons attending ceremony,” folder “November-December 1916,”
Box 9, MMJ Papers.
31. May Mann Jennings to Mrs. [E. C.] Loveland, May 3, 1917, folder “May
1917,” Box 10, ibid.
32. These include: Charles T. Simpson, Out of Doors in Florida; The Adventures of a Naturalist (Miami, 1924); C. B. Reynolds, “Royal Palm
State Park,” Mr. Foster’s Travel Magazine (January 1919), n.p.; Arthur
H. Howell, “A List of the Birds of Royal Palm Hammock, Florida,” The
Auk, XXXVIII (April 1921), 251-63; W. E. Safford, “Natural History of
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In June 1918, Mrs. Jennings having served her term as president and now as the Federation’s conservation chairman, requested additional lands from the Internal Improvement trustees to even out the park’s awkward boundaries. The request,
along with the perennial request for funds, was denied. The park
continued to scrape by on nickels and dimes. In 1919 a third
legislative blitz was undertaken. Even an array of distinguished
spokesmen and very considerable doses of political pressure failed
to help the bill. Again it died on the calendar. Drastic economy
measures were applied in the park, and a new warden was hired.
After so much disappointment and defeat only Mrs. Jennings
and a handful of supporters continued to work for the park.
Governor Jennings died in February 1920, and a grief-stricken
and tired committee chairlady almost gave up the fight. Grieving
over her husband’s death, May Jennings spent the next year
quietly at home. By 1921 she had sufficiently recovered to solicit
the new legislature for help. Perhaps because of the governor’s
death, or because the park had become popular, or through sheer
exasperation, the legislature finally approved a $2,500 per annum
33
appropriation. Mrs. Jennings’s dream had at last become a
reality.
Now fifty-eight years old, Mrs. Jennings continued her work
on behalf of the park. New trails were cut, and a small deer pen
was constructed. The great hurricane of 1926 and several
fires the next year caused the legislature to appropriate $10,000
for restoration. In 1929 Mrs. Jennings formally offered Royal
Palm Hammock to the proposed National Everglades Park if
ever it should be created.34 Because of her park work and leadership to secure the passage of a law creating Florida’s first Board
of Forestry, Mrs. Jennings was recognized as Florida’s leading
conservationist, and she came to be called the “Mother of Forestry.“35 In 1931, Stetson University conferred upon her the
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. At the ceremony she was
referred to as one who had “doctored more laws than anyone
Paradise Key and the Near-by Everglades of Florida,” Smithsonian Report for 1917, 377-434; J. K. Small, Ferns of Royal Palm Hammock (New
York, 1918), and “Palms of the Continental United States,” Scientific
Monthly, XXXII (March 1931), 240-55.
33. Laws of Florida, 1921, I, 128-29.
34. Tebeau, Man in the Everglades, 174.
35. Blackman, Women of Florida, II, 96.
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else” in the state.36 It was an accurate assessment of her achievements.
During the 1930s she was appointed by Governor David
Sholtz to the newly-formed state Everglades National Park Commission. In 1937 the commission elected Mrs. Jennings to lobby
for an $87,000 appropriation for its work. Governor Fred Cone,
opposed to the commission, agreed to accept the bill only if the
entire commission would resign. This demand was acceded to,
and when the governor finally signed the bill, he appointed a
friend, G. O. Palmer, as commission chairman. The commission
remained inactive, and the funds were squandered. Thereafter,
work for an Everglades National Park was mainly supported by
a citizens group headed by Ernest F. Coe of Miami. Mrs. Jennings
was aligned with this group. Throughout the period, she continued working for Royal Palm State Park, and in 1934-1935 she
was able to secure a brigade of men from the Civilian Conservation Corps to make extensive improvements in the facility.37
After World War II, Governor Millard Caldwell revived the
state Everglades Park Commission, and Mrs. Jennings was again
appointed as a member. 38 The new commission was led by
August Burghard of Fort Lauderdale and John D. Pennekamp
of Miami. Mrs. Jennings, who still owned her husband’s land
near Flamingo, was appointed to the commission to represent
the landowners. A fellow commission member remembered her
as “a most loyal commission member, [who] attended every meeting, took little or no part in the discussion, but invariably voted
approval of all proposals.“39
When the Everglades National Park became a reality in the
spring of 1947, the old lodge at Royal Palm State Park was utilized as the first visitor’s center. This must have pleased Mrs.
Jennings; she remembered the struggle to get the lodge constructed. December 6, 1947, was an exciting day in conservation
history. Ceremonies were held at Everglades, Florida, dedicating
the new national park. The ceremony was presided over by John
Pennekamp and short speeches were given by Ernest F. Coe, August Burghard, Senators Claude Pepper and Spessard Holland,
Governor Caldwell, and Secretary of the Interior Julius A. Krug.
36. Obituary, Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, April 25, 1963.
37. Tebeau, Man in the Everglades, 174, 178.
38. Miami Herald, April 5, 1946.
39. John D. Pennekamp to author, August 27, 1974.
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President Harry S. Truman delivered the keynote address. On the
program, preceding the speeches, was Mrs. Jennings. She and
Mrs. L. J. McCaffrey, then Federation president, presented a
plaque to Newton Drury, director of the National Park Service.40
The presentation was a symbolic act giving Royal Palm State
Park to the federal government. It culminated the thirty-three
year fight Mrs. Jennings had led to preserve the beauty and
uniqueness of Paradise Key. It was a sweet victory.
The Florida Times-Union that day published a long editorial
summing up Mrs. Jennings’s life’s work:
Everglades National Park was a permanent monument to the
Florida Federation of Women’s Clubs, for to this energetic
organization must go most of the credit for the long and much
of the time trying struggle that resulted in setting aside that
portion of the Everglades area that now becomes Everglades
National Park . . . the part played by the Florida Federation
of Women’s Clubs is recognized by the Government, as indicated by a letter received by Mrs. W. S. Jennings . . . from
Newton B. Drury, director of the National Park Service. ‘The
donation by the Federation constitutes a major step toward
the ultimate goal . . . the State Park area has been properly
guarded from depredation and perpetually kept for Park
purposes by the Federation as you pledged it would be in
your speech of dedication on November 23, 1916’. . . . All who
are familiar with the work of Mrs. Jennings will agree that a
large measure of credit is due her for determination and persistence which at times bridged wide gaps of disappointment
in the progress of the program. Today Mrs. Jennings, who is
attending the dedication at Everglades City, declared that ‘it
has been a long hard fight, but the final outcome very gratifying’; with that there will be general agreement.41
Mrs. Jennings died on April 24, 1963, at the age of ninetyone.42 Upon her death, many editorials and news articles noted
her passing. Of the numerous honors and memorials to her for
services rendered the state, including the naming of Jennings
Hall, a dormitory on the University of Florida campus, none was
more fitting than the creation of Royal Palm State Park and its
use and enjoyment by countless thousands of American and
foreign visitors.
40. Miami Herald, December 8, 1947. See also Everglades National Park
Commission, Everglades National Park, Dedicated By President Harry S.
Truman (n.p., n.d.), copy in P. K. Yonge Library.
41. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, December 6, 1947.
42. Ibid., April 25, 1963.

Published by STARS, 1976

27

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1

SLAVE UNREST IN FLORIDA
by R AY GRANADE *

F
, like other Southerners in the years before
W the Civil
War, usually spoke of slave revolts in low, fearful
HITE

LORIDIANS

voices. While their words indicated concern for the security of
the group, their interest was essentially a personal one. They
wondered how really safe they and their families were in the
constant presence of vast numbers of servile blacks. Yet slave unrest involved more than insurrection. Murders, burglary, arson,
rape, trespass were all crimes that an individual slave might commit even though he was not involved in an organized revolt.
Floridians recognized these threats to their lives and property,
yet their greatest fear was the possibility of slave insurrection.
Before Florida became an American territory in 1821, slave
unrest occurred largely outside her borders. Carolina and Georgia
residents complained of intruders from Florida enticing blacks
to escape, and runaways often sought sanctuary among the Indians in the Spanish borderlands.1 The aborted attempt to seize
East Florida in 1812-1813 by Americans was fomented in part
by the desire to control this slave refuge. 2 Southern whites
warned: “Our slaves are excited to rebel, and we have an army
of negroes raked up in this country . . . to contend with.” Spanish Florida, they claimed, dispatched “emissaries” to encourage
“a revolt of the black population in the United States.“3 Andrew
Jackson later stated that the area was filled with a “desperate
clan of outlaws” who had “drawn into their confederacy many
runaway negroes.“4 The persistent American effort to acquire
*

Mr. Granade is assistant professor of history, Ouachita Baptist University,
Arkadelphia, Arkansas.

1.

Kenneth Wiggins Porter, “Negroes on the Southern Frontier, 1670-1763,”
Journal of Negro History, XXXIII (January 1948), 58, 62, 64. M. Foster
Farley, “The Fear of Negro Slave Revolts in South Carolina, 1690-1865,”
Afro-American Studies, III (December 1972), 199, mentions the problem
of Florida and Spanish proclamations offering freedom to fugitive slaves.
2. Herbert Aptheker, American Negro Slave Revolts (New York, 1943), 30.
3. Kenneth Wiggins Porter, “Negroes and the East Florida Annexation
Plot, 1811-1813,” Journal of Negro History, XXX (January 1945), 24.
4. Quoted in Nicholas Halasz, The Rattling Chains (New York, 1966), 107.
Brevard’s background for Jackson’s activities in Florida is especially im-
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Florida, amounting “almost to a disease,” was motivated by
Southerners who sought to protect their economic interests and
to guard against armed maroons.5
Once the sovereignty of Florida passed from Spain to the
United States in 1821, the problem of slave unrest became an
internal one. Despite this, it did not admit of an easy solution.
The juxtaposition of white, black, and Indian caused many of
Florida’s troubles. Anti-American Seminoles proved a major
source of aggravation. A slave could easily slip into the woods or
swamps and make his way to one of their camps. The Indians
offered refuge, and their presence encouraged runaways.
The black-white ratio was another difficulty. In 1845, the year
Florida became a state, slaves outnumbered their masters in five
of the twenty-six counties, and a significant minority of blacks
existed in ten other counties.6 The Tallahassee Floridian in 1846
provided statistics: white males over twenty-one in Marion
County numbered 247, slaves of all ages, 523; in Gadsden County
only 746 whites were old enough to help oversee 4,150 bondsmen.7 The 1850 census revealed 39,310 slaves in a total population of 87,445; a decade later, there were 77,747 whites and
61,745 slaves.8 The seven counties which contained over half of
Florida slaves in 1860 (Alachua, Gadsden, Jackson, Jefferson,
Leon, Madison, and Marion) had overwhelming black majorities,
and in eleven others slaves formed a significant percentage of the
population. 9
R. B. Smith and W. Barlett, editors of the Tallahassee Southern Journal, noted in April 1846, “there will never be a heavy
slave population throughout the state” because the character of

3.
6.
7.
8.

9.

portant, considering the rumor that the Seminoles and Negroes would
unite under Lieutenant Ambrister, seize St. Marks from the Spanish
garrison, and fortify themselves as the band of Garcia had done earlier
in the St. Marys River “Negro Fort.” Caroline Mays Brevard, A History
of Florida, From the Treaty of 1763 to Our Own Times, ed. James Alexander Robertson, 2 vols. (DeLand, 1924-1925) I, 49.
Porter, “Negroes and the East Florida Annexation Plot,” 9.
Dorothy Dodd, “Florida’s Population in 1545,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXIV (July 1945), 29.
Tallahassee Floridian, March 14, April 18, 1846.
U. S. Bureau of the Census, A Century of Population Growth, From the
First Census of the United States to the Twelfth, 1790-1900 (Washington, 1909), 223; U. S. Census Office, Population of the United States in
1860; Compiled from the Original Returns of the Eighth Census, Under
the Direction of the Secretary of the Interior (Washington, 1864), 51, 53.
Eighth Census, 1860, Population, 50-53.
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the land “insures us just the population which we desire. There
will be a preponderance of whites.“10 Though technically correct about a statewide numerical superiority of whites, Smith
discounted transportation difficulties which denied whites in
some sections the safety of ruling numbers. Another reason for
Smith’s and Bartlett’s error was the sparseness of the population.
Florida remained frontier throughout the era of slavery. As late
as 1850, only three counties— Dade, Holmes, and Wakulla— could
claim more improved than unimproved land within their
borders. 11
Runaways found large areas everywhere in the state in which
to hide. The relation of people to specific portions of Florida,
and the relative scarcity of white inhabitants throughout the
state, meant an ease of escape unmatched in most other regions
of the South.
Faced with population and physical problems, white Floridians worked to insure continued control. The first territorial
legislature established a strict legal system to minimize the effects of unrest, and subsequent legislatures increased the slave
code’s severity.12 Bondsmen were not allowed to move about
freely— it was too easy for them to slip into the wilds and join
other maroons in troubling isolated plantations.13 Blacks could
not possess transportation, and a written pass was prerequisite to
14
off-plantation movement. Slaves could not engage in riots, routs,
unlawful assemblies, commit trespass, or make seditious
15
speeches . The main deterrents to violence were prohibitions
against the possession of firearms or any type weapon, and a
system of patrols— the chief method of enforcing slave code
stipulations. 16
10. Tallahassee Southern Journal, April 21, 1846.
11. U. S. Census Office, Statistical View of the United States, Embracing Its
Territory, Population— White, Free Colored, and Slave— Moral and Social
Condition, Industry, Property, and Revenue; The Detailed Statistics of
Cities, Towns, and Counties; Being a Compendium of the Seventh
Census (Washington, 1854), 208.
12. Acts of the Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida, Passed at
Their First Session, 1822 (Pensacola, 1823), 181-85.
13. Acts of the Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida, Passed at
Their 6th Session, 1827-8 (Tallahassee, 1828), 99-100.
14. Acts of the Legislative Council of the Terirtoy of Florida, Passed at
Their Third Session, 1824 (Tallahassee, 1825), 291.
15. Ibid., 290.
16. Thelma Bates, “The Legal Status of the Negro in Florida,” Florida Historical Quarterly, VI (January 1928), 163.
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Florida legislators provided for a system of patrols in late
1825 and again in early 1831. Composed of male volunteers from
various neighborhoods, the patrols were supposed to visit each
plantation at least once every two weeks. Any slave outside the
owner’s fence or cleared ground would be questioned, and the
patrol could search slave houses for firearms and disperse any
gathering of seven or more bondsmen.17 The law, however, did
not guarantee that the patrols would remain active. It was a timeconsuming duty. Often whites became complacent, and patrols
almost ceased to function. Newspapers constantly chided the
citizenry to keep the search parties alive. The Tallahassee Floridian pointed out that local stores were open until church services
began at ten o’clock Sunday mornings to “avoid the greater evil”
of slaves going to town at night, or under cover of darkness
bartering with stolen property “at half its value” for things like
coffee and sugar in “disreputable establishments.” The paper
implied that patrols should insure that the system fulfilled its
purpose by carefully accounting for all slaves.18 Just before the
Civil War, William Babcock of the East Floridian noted the
ease with which blacks obtained illegal rum. Fernandina “needs
a corrective in this respect,” he wrote, calling for increased surveillance. 19
At times, government officials or an alarmed populace acted
on the patrol question. The Benton County grand jury in the
spring of 1846 called for adherence to the patrol law “as we are
of the opinion that that important law is much neglected.” The
report warned citizens and officials that slaves had “too much
privilege in carrying arms, and more particularly violating the
Sabbath day.“20 As in Leon County in 1835, vigilance committees
17. Acts of the Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida, Passed at
Their Fourth Session, 1825 (Tallahassee, 1826), 52-56; Acts of the Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida, Passed at Their Ninth Session,
Commencing January Third, and Ending February Thirteenth, 1831
(Tallahassee, 1831), 23-25.
18. Tallahassee Floridian, March 8, 1834.
19. Fernandina East Floridian, December 8, 1859. Under laws of 1828 and
1853, intoxicating liquors were taboo. Acts of the Legislative Council,
1827-8, 104; Laws of Florida, 1852-1853, 117.
20. Tallahassee Floridian, June 13, 1846. Benton replaced “Hernando as the
name of the twenty-second county from March 6, 1844, until December
24, 1850, when the former name was restored. Named for Thomas Hart
Benton (1782-1853), U. S. senator from Missouri for 30 years (1821-51).
His vociferous opposition to paper money and a national bank earned
Benton the nickname ‘Old Bullion.’ Florida’s recognition of Benton was,
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were occasionally formed. to supplement regular patrols.21
The vigilance committee proved particularly active just prior
to 1861. During the two years before the war, “suspicious individuals” supposedly lurked in Florida, enticing slaves to flee or
revolt. These people were sought with a vengeance. Speaking for
Floridians, one newspaper urged: “If they are caught, let them
be consigned instanter to the tender mercies of Judge Lynch.“22
Editors warned the committees of any rumored agitator and reported the formation of committees throughout the state. 23
Tensions of the times and worries over slave unrest were demonstrated by one Florida editor who criticized the New York
Tribune’s “gloating over the expectation of a servile insurrection at the South.” “If any individual is convicted of tampering
with our slave population,” the Florida man wrote, “let him die
the death of a felon.” Such punishments as whipping and tar and
feathering “do not incapacitate the offenders from renewing their
dangerous efforts.” He concluded that “such scoundrels should
be ‘wiped out.’ If they are ambitious of wearing the crown of
martyrdom, place it upon their brows. If they furnish necks, hemp
is cheap and live-oak limbs numerous.“24
Other efforts were made to implement and facilitate control
measures. In 1844, a letter in the Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser voiced concern over slaves being sent to town by owners
who “allow them to act as free.” This communication reminded
readers that “Negro slaves are forbidden, by the ordinances of
this city, from living separate and apart from their owners, employers or overseers.“25 Alone or in large groups, Negroes caused

21.
22.
23.
24.

25.

however, the result of his sponsorship of the Armed Occupation Act of
1842, which opened central Florida to settlers.” Allen Morris, Florida
Place Names (Coral Gables, 1974), 23.
Tallahassee Floridian, October 3, 1835.
Fernandina East Floridian, December 15, 1859.
Ibid., January 5, 1860; Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, October 4,
1860.
Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, October 24, 1860. Such actions by
northern papers may have been one reason for the silence over slave unrest in southern journals. Northern exaggerations could fuel abolitionist
sentiment and undercut southern defenses of the peculiar institution.
The “extremely delicate character” of the information could also produce “unnecessary excitement” at home. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, December 13, 1856. Such excitement might prove useful, however,
in trying to unify southern public opinion against the “enemy” in the
North.
Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, March 11, 1844. For more insight

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol55/iss1/1

32

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 55, Number 1
SLAVE U NREST

IN

F LORIDA

23

additional precautions, as in the Pensacola Navy Yard, where
the numerous Negro laborers were quartered near the gate, where
the marine guard was stationed.26
To whites, the presence of the free black posed one of the
major obstacles to control. So clearly was his very freedom a
threat that many efforts were made to curtail that freedom. The
Tallahassee Floridian & Journal echoed the Alabama Journal in
calling free Negroes “the most dangerous incendiary element to
our existing institution of society,” whose influence was “prejudicial on the slaves.“27 This paper had already denounced the
freeman’s “abandoned and dissolute lives” and their bad example
for the slaves.28 The greatest threat posed by the free black was
the possibility that slaves “should grow to a sense of equal rights”
on seeing freemen and “should become more restive under the
chains of servitude, and thus become less valuable to their owners, and more troublesome and dangerous to the community.”
The aim was to prevent the “evil” of contact between free
29
Negroes and slaves. Occasionally Floridians handled the problems without recourse to the law. At Fernandina, the local jail
was forced late in 1860, and three free Negroes, part of the crew
of a brig then in port, were “removed and have not since been
heard of.” There were rumors about their fate, and the fate of
six blacks seized from the bark N. W. Bridge a short time before, but no one really knew what had happened to them.30
News of slave unrest outside Florida sometimes added to the
white fears. Reports of revolts in Jamaica and Puerto Rico circulated widely.31 Yet the prospect of such violent deeds in Florida

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

into this situation, see Peter D. Klingman, “A Florida Slave Sale,” Florida Historical Quarterly, LII (July 1973), 62-66.
Ada Lou Cherry, “The United States Navy Yard at Pensacola, Florida,
1823-1862” (M.A. thesis, Florida State University, 1953), 57.
Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, January 11, 1851.
Tallahassee Floridian, September 25, 1832.
Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, January 25, February 1, 1849.
Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, November 21, 1860.
Tallahassee Southern Journal, September 11, December 25, 1848. While
some historians believe that Florida, along with the rest of the South,
panicked after the Nat Turner rebellion in 1831, such does not appear
to have been the case. The new laws either reenacted earlier measures
or were one more step in the gradual, constant tightening of restrictions
throughout the era. Evidently Virginia seemed far away. Local newspapers gave no indication of undue alarm. Of the periodic revisions of
the Florida slave code, none took place immediately after Nat Turner’s
revolt, and the legislative records (although not recording debate) indicate no great concern. Perhaps John W. Cromwell realized this when
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was usually discounted. Prior to the 1840s, the attitudes of most
Floridians were ambivalent. In 1829, Governor William P. DuVal
warned of both slave insurrection and of “predatory excursions
of the Indians.” Floridians should always be ready to defend
themselves, he cautioned.32 A Tallahassee editor noted that “unless they [Northerners] aim to kindle a civil and servile war
amongst us— unless they intend . . . to hurl the midnight torch
into our dwellings, unsheath the relentless dagger against men,
women and children, reposing in defenceless sleep, and wave the
flag of humanity drenched in blood over a desolated land they
had better cease their clamors.“33 On the other hand, an Apalachicola paper claimed, “No! no! we have nothing to fear from that
source— the idea is ridiculous and not worth noticing.” It would
be best, both papers did agree, to be ever “on the alert.“34
The concern of Floridians over abolitionist activities had increased by 1844. The Apalachicola paper warned its readers
against their treacherous depredations. Hopefully, Southerners
will “wake from this lethargy in time to save themselves from a
general massacre,” a letter signed “Patriot” observed. Abolitionists are merely awaiting the proper moment, the author claimed,
and “They are every day exciting the slaves to discontent and
disobedience.“35 As sectional tensions increased and abolitionists
intensified their work, Florida’s equanimity on the topic of slave
unrest declined. Outside agitators were constantly decried as the
cause of slave unrest. John Brown’s 1859 raid on Harper’s Ferry
received much attention in Florida. An editor queried, “Can we
any longer shut our eyes to the glaring fact, that a large and influential portion of our Northern brethren, would heartily rejoice to see the negro elevated, even should it be necessary, to
shed the blood of the people of the South. . .?” All persons convicted of inciting slave insurrection should receive punishment
36
“prompt and certain, ‘a short shift and a stout cord.’“ A public

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

he excluded Florida from his list of those states which did significantly
strengthen their slave codes in his “The Aftermath of Nat Turner’s Insurrection,” Journal of Negro History, V (April 1920), 208-34.
Quoted in Tallahassee Floridian & Advocate, October 13, 1829.
“Southern Times,” quoted in Tallahassee Floridian and Advocate, May
11, 1830.
Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, September 30, 1844; Tallahassee
Floridian, August 8, 1835.
Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, September 30, 1844.
Fernandina East Floridian, November 10, 1859.
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meeting in Fernandina warned after the Harper’s Ferry episode,
“that in the most safe and quiet places in slave territory, our
homes and homesteads are unsafe.” The citizens agreed that “it is
fit and proper that we should throw around us such afeguards as
our means will allow.“37
By the time of the 1860 elections, most Floridians overreacted
to every mention of abolitionists. Newspapermen called for the
South to arm “to resist every form of insurrection and incendiaryism which Northern hatred can inflict.“38 The ladies of Broward’s
Neck near Jacksonville sent a post-election address to the Weekly
East Floridian and warned of abolitionists “illuminating our
country occasionally from Texas to Florida.“39 Rumors of insurrection flourished amid such fears. Late in 1860 the Madison
Messenger contradicted reports that an uprising was imminent
there.40 Most rumors centered on the nefarious deeds of abolitionists who would stop at nothing, the paper claimed, to free slaves.
Reporting a servile revolt in Texas under the heading “Abolition
Outrages,” the Fernandina Weekly East Floridian noted the activities of “certain white miscreants,” and warned that such
“fiendish designs” were plotted to reenact on American soil the
“sanguinary scenes” of the St. Domingo insurrection.41 Fear of
abolitionists had definitely risen-fear of losing property as well
as of facing insurrection bred by “fiends.”
Though Florida never faced a full-blown slave insurrection,
many of its citizens believed they had cause to fear. The Second
Seminole War was sometimes called the Negro War by some
participants. Reportedly there had been an uprising in March
1820, put down by American troops when the “Patriots” of Tal42
bot Island called for help. Despite these two examples of direct
violence, fear of slave revolt generally remained groundless. A
letter to the Cincinnati (Ohio) Citizen in May 1846, and sub37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

Ibid., January 5, 1860.
Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, October 31, 1860.
Ibid., December 5, 1860.
Madison Messenger, quoted in ibid., November 28, 1860.
Ibid., August 16, 1860.
Helen Tunnicliff Catterall, ed., Judicial Cases concerning American
Slavery and the Negro, 5 vols. (Washington, 1926-1937; facsimile edition,
New York, 1968), II, 327-28. A lack of records makes the reality and extent of this uprising seem questionable. Both Harvey Wish, “American
Slave Insurrections Before 1861,” Journal of Negro History, XXII (July
1937), 318n; and Aptheker, American Negro Slave Revolts, 266n, get
their information from Catterall.
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stantially reproduced in the June 5, 1846 issue of the Boston
Liberator, spoke of slaves conspiring to rebel as soon as “a
sufficient number” of white men went to the Mexican War.
The letter mentioned many arrests and the Pensacola Navy
Yard’s strictures under Commodore Latimore’s proclamation of
martial law. “Everybody is armed, and some of the ladies are so
frightened that they keep pistols loaded,” the missive concluded.43
Florida newspapers contained no reference to this incident. Yet
the Tallahassee Floridian & Journal noted similar occurrences as
“links in the chain of passing events,” and indicated that unrest
was not unusual and rumors frequent.44
Local as well as northern papers recorded the greatest fright
of the antebellum period in 1856. That September, the town of
Elba, Florida, was shaken by turmoil, and reports of disquiet continued for several weeks.45 The main panic occurred in December,
sparked by stories of revolt in Texas. The Floridian and Journal
noted that the “alarm occasioned at certain points in distant
States by vague rumors of negro insurrections widens and amplifies as a natural result.“46 The editor should have included his
own state: James Stirling, traveling in Florida in 1856, observed
white uneasiness in Jacksonville.47
An anonymous letter from Quincy, Florida, in 1856, brought
news that “a bloody conspiracy is now ripening with a certain
class of the population of this State,” allegedly to occur some time
between Christmas Day and January 1.48 The New York Tribune
version was particularly lurid.49 In the original, the tone was
largely disbelief, mingled with warning: “We frankly confess that
we place but little confidence in the statement, yet such a thing is
possible.” Floridian editor James S. Jones had received a letter
from a dozen of “the most respectable citizens” of Gadsden
County denying the validity of the anonymous letter signed “Flo43. Boston Liberator, June 5, 1846.
44. Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, August 31, 1850.
45. Aptheker, American Negro Slave Revolts, 111. Aptheker’s source is the
Richmond (Virginia) Daily Dispatch, September 30, 1856, citing “local
newspapers.” See also, Harvey Wish, “The Slave Insurrection Panic of
1856,” Journal of Southern History, V (May 1939), 206-22, for an overview.
46. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, December 27, 1856.
47. James Stirling, Letters from the Slave States (London, 1857; facsimile
edition, New York, 1969), 299.
48. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, December 6, 1856.
49. New York Tribune, December 20, 1856.
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ridian.” They wrote that the subject was “one of an extremely
delicate character,” and bandying it about in the public prints
was “calculated to produce unnecessary excitement.” They regretted the letter’s publication even more “from the conviction
that the ‘conspiracy’alluded to has not the slightest foundation.”
Adding a comment, Jones noted the communication with satisfaction, reminding his readers that he had “placed no confidence in
the real or imaginary revelations of an unknown correspondent.”
Excusing himself for mentioning the letter at all, he perhaps unconsciously emphasized the thoughts in Floridians’ minds: “The
specifications were distinctly made in the letter, and had they
been verified, without a premonition from us, we should have
felt afterwards self-reproved, and doubtless, would have incurred
the condemnation of all.“50
Fear of slave unrest in Florida continued throughout the Civil
War. In April 1862, Confederate Brigadier General R. F. Floyd
appealed to Governor John Milton to declare martial law in Clay,
Nassau, Duval, Putnam, St. Johns, and Volusia counties “as a
measure of absolute necessity, as they contain a nest of traitors
and lawless negroes.“51 The problem intensified as slaves deserted
their plantations for Union lines.52 In August 1864, Confederate
General John K. Jackson observed that “Many deserters . . . are
collected in the swamps and fastnesses of Taylor, La Fayette [sic],
Levy, and other counties, and have organized, with runaway
negroes, bands for the purpose of committing depredations upon
the plantations . . . of loyal citizens and running off their
slaves.“53
During the period of the Seminole Wars, more slave problems
had existed than were even feared during the Civil War. As soon
as hostilities broke out in 1835, blacks began joining the Seminoles.54 Osceola recognized the validity of the American officer’s
observation that ten “resolute negroes, with a knowledge of the
50. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, December 6, 13, 1856.
51. Quoted in Herbert Aptheker, “Maroons Within the Present Limits of
the United States,” Journal of Negro History, XXIV (April 1939), 183.
52. Catterall, Judicial Cases, III, 125. To avoid this problem, many owners
sent their slaves to the interior. See John E. Johns, Florida During the
Civil War (Gainesville, 1963), 146.
53. Quoted in Aptheker, “Maroons Within the Present Limits of the
United States,” 183.
54. Edwin L. Williams, Jr., “Negro Slavery in Florida,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, XXVIII (October 1949), 104.
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country, are sufficient to desolate the frontier,” and worked to
make it a reality.55 Early in 1835, General Duncan L. Clinch
foresaw the danger and warned that without sufficient military
protection, “the whole frontier may be laid waste by a combination of the Indians, Indian negroes, and the negroes on the
plantations.“56 By October, Clinch was reporting that “some of
the most respectable planters” feared “a secret and improper
communication” between the three groups.57 The planters had
cause to worry, for Osceola, actively recruiting, had detailed a
war chief, Yaha Hajo, to coordinate slaves’ escape and enlistment.58
Recognizing Negro participation in the war, the Florida
legislature in January 1836 passed an act to sell blacks caught
59
working with the Indians. All available force was utilized to
prevent Indian-slave communications and cooperation. During
the first week of 1836, Captain F. S. Belton advised the adjutant
general from his post at Fort Brooke: “This place is invested by
all the Florida Indians in the field, with a large accession of Negroes, particularly from the plantations of Tomoka & Smyrna.“60
Six months later Major Benjamin A. Putnam informed Secretary
of War Lewis Cass: “Many have escaped to and joined the Indians, and furnished them with much important information and
if strong measures were not taken to restrain our slaves, there is
but little doubt that we should soon be assailed with a servile as
well as Indian War.“61 General Thomas Sidney Jesup informed
his superiors that “depredations committed on the plantations
east of the St. John’s were perpetrated by the plantation negroes,
John T. Sprague, The Origin, Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida
War (New York, 1849; facsimile edition. Gainesville, 1964), 309. For
further information, see Kenneth W. Porter, “Osceola and the Negroes,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXIII (January-April 1955), 235-39.
There were perhaps between 250 and 800 slaves with the Seminoles.
Sprague, Origin, Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida War, 19, 97.
56. Quoted in Kenneth Wiggins Porter, “Florida Slaves and Free Negroes in
the Seminole War, 1835-1842,” Journal of Negro History, XXVIII (October 1943), 393.
57. Ibid.
58. Ibid., 394.
59. Acts of the Governor and Legislative Council, of the Territory of Florida. Passed at the Fourteenth Session. Begun and Held at the City of
Tallahassee, on Monday January 4th, and Ended Sunday February 14th,
1836 (Tallahassee, 1836), 13-15.
60. Quoted in Porter, “Florida Slaves and Free Negroes in the Seminole
War,” 395.
61. Ibid., 398.
55.
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headed by an Indian Negro, John Caesar . . . and aided by
some six or seven vagabond Indians.“62 In what proved one of
the best assessments of the war (aside from Joshua Giddings’s
figure of a slave hunt carried on by the United States Army),
Jesup noted at the end of 1836: “This, you may be assured, is a
negro, not an Indian war; and if it be not speedily put down,
the South will feel the effects of it on their slave population before the end of the next season.“63 A large portion of the militia
remained at home to guard against just such a sudden uprising.
St. Augustine illustrated the tension resulting from fear of
slave unrest during the Second Seminole War. Inside the town
resided several hundred Negroes who had once lived with the
Seminole and had spoken with him daily in his own tongue. Occupants of St. Augustine feared that slaves would fire the town,
then admit Indians to the scene while defenders fought the
flames.64 Residents attempted to institute an active patrol system.
However, an ordinance issued June 23, 1836, to strengthen the
patrols was not put into force until May 1839.65 Patrols were
organized, but few arms and little ammunition were available; in
the preceding weeks the Seminoles had, unnoticed, purchased
66
nearly all available munitions. Protective measures occasionally
proved insufficient. Two free Negroes, Stephen Merritt and
Randall Irving, were accused of selling arms to the Indians, but
were cleared of the charge. Merritt’s son Joe was not so fortunate;
caught in the act, he paid with his life.67 In early 1840, several of
John M. Hanson’s slaves were arrested for supplying the enemy
with powder and information.68
Aside from these few instances, Florida was not troubled by
major slave violence. In this respect, Governor Richard Keith
Call had nothing to fear, and could correctly boast on the eve
62. Ibid., 409.
63. Quoted in Russell Garvin, “The Free Negro in Florida Before the Civil
War,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLVI (July 1967), 6.
64. Porter, “Florida Slaves and Free Negroes in the Seminole War,” 397.
65. Ibid., 416. Two years later, the city council was forced to decrease night
patrols because of “general unwillingness” to participate. Ibid., 419.
66. Ibid., 397. The purchases continued despite a January 23, 1837, city
ordinance forbidding such sales— especially ammunition— to slaves, free
blacks, or mulattoes. Ibid, 402.
67. Ibid., 414-15. The question which most needs answering is why a free
Negro would risk the consequences of such an act. Perhaps in the
answer lies another clue to slave unrest.
68. Ibid., 416-17.
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of the Civil War: “I sleep soundly with my doors unlocked, unbarred, unbolted, when my person is accessible to the midnight
approach of more than two hundred African slaves.” Call then
spoke of “some few individual cases of shocking murders of
masters and overseers by slaves,” but decided they were “by no
means so frequent, nor have they been marked by greater treachery and ferocity, than the murders committed by white men on
both races within the same time.“69 Here was the crux of the
slave unrest matter. Most slave unrest in Florida took the form of
runaways, theft, arson, and personal violence. Yet, the result was
the same, whether the violence was protest against enslavement
or a very personal kind of individual retribution directed, not
against an enslaving master, but against another man.
Theft was so common that Floridians were even able to joke
about it. Except for the nuisance, pilfering was easier overlooked
than punished. Viewing two evils— theft and literacy— with
equanimity, Florida papers avidly copied the humorous tale of a
pilfering slave.70 Arson was another matter; few persons laughed
at its frequent and often tragic occurrence. Incendiaries ignited
houses, public buildings, stores, gin houses, warehouses, corn
cribs, corn, and cotton. Florida papers often commented on these
incidents. On September 8, 1829, an editor noted Tallahassee’s
“combustible nature,” and the next year called for the organiza71
tion of a fire department. For thirty years before the Civil War,
many Floridians viewed most fires as the work of arsonists. For
example, when Tallahasseans read of plantation fires in 1834 and
the great Apalachicola holocaust of 1846, they laid the blame on
incendiaries. 72
69.
70.

71.

72.

Quoted in Brevard, History of Florida, II, 224-25.
Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, September 2, 1844. “A slave was
brought before a magistrate charged with pilfering; the magistrate began
to remonstrate: ‘Do you know how to read?’ ‘Yes massa, little.’ ‘Well,
don’t you never make use of the bible?’ ‘Yes, massa, I trap my razor on
it sometime.’ ”
Tallahassee Floridian & Advocate, September 8, 1829; Tallahassee Floridican and Advocate, May 4, 1830. Arson was made a capital offense in
1840. Acts and Resolutions of the Legislative Council of the Territory
of Florida, Passed at its Eighteenth Session, Which commenced on the
sixth day of January, and ended on the second day of March, 1840
(Tallahassee, 1840), 39-40. An 1848 law distinguished between misdemeanors (minor dwellings) and felonies (public buildings) and set new
penalties— thirty-nine lashes and one hour in the pillory, and up to 100
lashes plus one-half hour with ears nailed to posts. Laws of Florida,
1847-1848, 10-11.
Tallahassee Floridian, March 22, 1834, October 24, 1846.
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Fear of arson was one reason for Floridians’concern over runaways. In the eyes of slave owners and their supporting society,
the problems of slave stealing, runaways, and personal violence
were heinous and interrelated. Absent slaves were economic
debits for the owner; worse was the runaways’threat to property
and person. Often banding together in outlaw areas, maroons
caused consternation throughout the region.
Runaways were generally blamed on slave-stealers. Whites believed that blacks were not intelligent enough to leave on their
own, nor would they forsake their carefree existence unless lured
away. And if a slave had to be lured away, he certainly could not
find his way back. Examples of “scapegoating” were rampant.
Governor Call wrote of the problem of Negro-stealing: “. . . if
the white man will not corrupt the virtue, or seduce the fidelity
of the faithful African slave,” slaves would never leave their
masters. They were too dependent.73 According to Southerners,
however, slaves were constantly importuned by Negro-stealers.
The Apalachicola paper in 1844 told of “Samuel Walker,” who
supposedly had helped seven Negroes escape and lived with a
price of $1,000 on his head. 74 Two years later the Pensacola
Gazette reported the lynching of the “notorious negro thief
Yeoman.” An assembled mob had voted, sixty-seven to twentythree, to hang and had summarily executed the culprit at noon
because of “the insecurity of their jails, and the fact of his having
a band of accomplices in the community.“75 As the antebellum
period drew to a close, Floridians began blaming almost all slave
disappearances on lurking Negro-stealers. Denunciation of the
thieves also increased in venom. In 1859, the East Floridian berated such “enemies— those who are not only attempting the destruction of our interests, but applying the torch to our homesteads, exciting insurrections and murdering our people.“76
73. Quoted in Brevard, History of Florida, II, 224-25.
74. The Apalachiocola Commercial Advertiser’s July 6, 1844, reference to
“Samuel Walker” was probably an error. The story is most likely based
on the experience of Jonathan Walker, a Massachusetts native who took
seven slaves from the Pensacola area on June 22, 1844, and headed for
the Bahamas in his boat. The $1,000 reward was offered by the owners
of the slaves. For the complete story, see his Trial and Imprisonment of
Jonathan Walker, at Pensacola, Florida, for Aiding Slaves to Escape from
Bondage (Boston, 1845; facsimile editions, New York, 1969, Gainesville,
1974).
75. Pensacola Gazette, January 24, 1846.
76. Fernandina East Floridian, December 8, 1859.
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Floridians recognized the ever-present runaway problem. Florida planter George Noble Jones’s papers include numerous refer77
ences to runaways. Florida’s newspapers contained many evidences of and advertisements for runaways. Judging from casual
references, the fugitive population was much larger than anyone
acknowledged. In 1830, the Tallahassee Floridian and Advocate
admonished the citizens to watch their kitchens more closely;
runaways could obtain food too easily. Lax planters not issuing
proper passes compounded the problem. Only a “more strict observation of every individual over his own premises” could solve
78
the problem. Again in 1834, the paper called citizens’attention
to this evil, and chided masters for not being more active in securing slaves who disappeared. Plundering the public “with
singular audacity in their predatory expeditions,” runaways must
be curtailed.79
Runaways had to be caught because they represented danger.
Plundering was one thing; increased personal violence was another. In 1844, the Commercial Advertiser complained that British authorities had refused to extradite some runaways who had
murdered and stolen in East Florida, then fled to the Bahamas:
“our negro slaves are not only encouraged to commit murder and
theft, but every facility is offered them for escape, and protection
extended to them when they are successful.” Such activities, the
paper held, would only encourage other slaves to commit atrocities and run for British territory.80 Floridians may have remembered an earlier incident which supported this contention. Christopher Smith, living about seven miles from Magnolia, had been
attacked in 1837 “by a straggling party of Seminoles, or by a
gang of runaways, of whom it is reported there are a number out
from some of the frontier plantations.” The house and its contents were burned. 81 Florida faced violence from maroons
throughout the period, but during the 1860s this proved a particular problem. Either violence increased or it was more faith-

77.
78.
79.
80.
81.

Ulrich Bonnell Phillips and James David Glunt, eds., Florida Plantation
Records from the papers of George Noble Jones (St. Louis, 1927),
passim.
Tallahassee Floridian and Advocate, October 5, 1830.
Tallahassee Floridian, January 18, 1834.
Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, March 11, 1844.
Tallahassee Floridian, July 1, 1837.
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82

fully reported. Regardless of the reason, violent fugitive slaves
received more attention.
Runaways were incidental to the possibility of unexpected
slave violence. Often runaways and violence were interrelated, as
James Stirling indicated in his 1856 warning to the South that repression would merely increase “the explosive force” of slavery
and change “complaint into conspiracy.“83 Examples to prove
Stirling’s point surfaced throughout the era of slavery. At El
Destino Plantation in Leon County, overseer Moxley whipped
four female slaves who had run away, then been caught and returned. Aberdeen, the brother of one, seized an axe and tried to
kill Moxley.84 George Evans, Chemonie Plantation’s overseer, had
his life threatened under similar circumstances.85 In 1829, Hagan,
Governor Call’s plantation overseer, was stabbed in the back by
a slave when Hagan attempted to chastise him. A second man,
answering Hagan’s calls, was likewise stabbed before the slave
fled.86 In another instance, William Pierce, a Madison County
slave-owner, was murdered when he started to whip a slave. Presumably as Pierce approached, the Negro uncovered an axe he
had hidden and “split in twain the head of his master, scattering
the brains in every direction.“87
Often a slave’s violence occurred in conjunction with another
crime, most often theft. Examples proliferated during the antebellum era. Thomas P. Trotter and Richard Bolton, two Negrotraders from North Carolina, were murdered in Georgia by a
pair of their own slaves. As the men slept, the blacks cut their
owners’throats with razors, though Trotter had to be axed when
he refused to die. The slaves took money, burned the papers
which proved them chattel, then fled toward Florida.88 In another instance, an unnamed slave murdered Fish, driver of the
82. See, for example, the Fernandina East Floridian, March 15, 1860,
Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, August 23, 30, 1860. Passage of the
Fugitive Slave Act in 1851 may have encouraged reports of runaways.
83. Stirling, Letters from the Slave States, 301.
84. Kathryn T. Abbey, “Documents Relating to El Destino and Chemonie
Plantations, Middle Florida, 1828-1868. Part I,” Florida Historical Quarterly, VII (January 1929), 196.
85. Edwin L. Williams, Jr., “Negro Slavery in Florida,” Part II, Florida Historical Quarterly, XXVIII (January 1950), 191.
86. Tallahassee Florida Advocate, March 14, 1829.
87. Julia H. Smith, “The Plantation Belt in Middle Florida, 1850-1860”
(Ph.D. dissertation, Florida State University, 1964), 138-39.
88. Tallahassee Southern Journal, February 14, 1848.
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Tallahassee-Quincy stage, but lost most of the stolen loot to
Holloman and Caruthers, two white accomplices.89 In 1860, Albert Clark of Hernando County was shot when he returned from
taking his daughter to school in Brooksville. Hampton, one of
Clark’s slaves, had secreted himself in a hammock near the road,
shot his master, and robbed the body.90 In another instance, a
seaman named Curry had his throat cut and “a considerable sum
of money” taken from him. A slave of Colonel J. Gamble had
given the sailor a ride from St. Marks in Gamble’s wagon, then
murdered him.91 Another case occurred when Joe and Crittenden,
two slaves, murdered a Mr. Roundtree near the Georgia line. The
editor of the Floridian claimed that “The object of the perpetrators is supposed to have been money, of which the deceased was
known to have a small sum.“92
Murder for money and violence to escape punishment were
understandable; murder without apparent motives was not. Perhaps officials felt constrained to provide solutions for open cases
and obtained admissions of guilt from slaves. A stranger named
Ferguson was found dead in a Calhoun County pond in 1859. No
clues existed, but the Fernandina East Floridian intimated that
perhaps a slave should be questioned.93 Equally mystifying were
the murders of masters known to be kind, or of respected overseers.
M. D. Griffin, overseer for Major Watts of Madison County,
was murdered by eleven of his charges in March 1860.94 Just the
previous month, Lewis, slave of Dr. W. J. Keitt, had cut his master’s throat. Local authorities near Ocala claimed that Allen,
Issac, John, Zelius, and Melvina, all Keitt’s slaves, had participated in the murder. Kitt was known as a kind man, gentle with
his chattel, and people across the state wondered at his killing.
No one could, or would, offer any explanation for the murder.95
In Florida, favorite slave weapons were axes, razors, knives,
and occasionally guns. Poison was less frequently employed, per89. Ibid., September 22, 29, 1846.
90. Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, October 18, 1860.
91: Tallahassee Floridian, July 22, 1837.
92. Ibid., March 29, May 3, November 15, 22, 1834.
93. Fernandina East Floridian, July 28, 1859.
94. Ibid., March 15, 1860.
95. Ocala Fla. Home Companion, quoted in ibid., March 3, 1860; Ocala
Home Companion, quoted in ibid., March 8, 1860; Home Companion,
quoted in ibid., March 29, 1860.
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haps because of its scarcity. As in the attempt to poison John
Harris’s whole wedding party in Georgia in 1837, the measure
often failed.96 American slaves, like their masters, seemed to prefer a more personal, face-to-face violence. Slaves might murder
masters in a fit of temper or to escape punishment. Runaways
might simply be escaping the consequences of earlier actions.
Murder might be for money, arson for revenge, and non-production due to chronic laziness. Suicide and the murder of one’s
family might signal insanity, as freemen sometimes committed the
same irrevocable act.
One proof of causation appeared in the Florida papers in
1856. A slave woman in Cincinnati had cut the throat of one
child, and told slave catchers that she wished she had been able
to do the same to her others. She had rather kill her children
than have them return to slavery.97 The Florida News told of
James E. Humphrey’s Negro woman and her two children.
Though Humphrey was a “lenient and kind” master, the woman
had drowned her five-year-old son and three-year-old daughter in
a nearby well. She then returned to her house, burned it, and
fled. No motive other than insanity could be assigned to the
“unnatural and diabolical act.“98 Insanity was one possible explanation for suicide too, but “fatal accident” was more common.
Such was the verdict when one of S. B. Thomas’s slaves was found
dead a short distance from Fernandina. Supposedly the gun he
was carrying discharged accidentally as he stepped over a log, although the lead hit his forehead.99
Causation was not a primary concern to antebellum Floridians— violence was. Rationally, Floridians seemed to realize that
an insurrection was only remotely possible; the evidence of 1820,
the Seminole wars, and continuing slave unrest shook their assurance. Ambivalence toward the probability of black revolution
was the result. When warned that England might send black
regiments to the Gulf states in case of war, a Tallahassee editor
echoed the Montgomery Journal’s belief that, “Three or four
thousand negroes to be had for the catching” would only prove
100
“the tallest sort of hunt. “ This was Florida’s answer to the
96. Tallahassee Floridian, September 9, 1837.
97. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, February 9, 1856.
98. Fernandina Florida News, February 10, 1859.
99. Ibid., March 10, 1859.
100. Tallahassee Southern Journal, February 24, 1846.
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belief that abolition was the cure for unrest. What Floridians
could not easily understand was the daily resistance to the institution. Slaves seldom fought openly in revolt, despite the Seminole
wars. The razor or axe was most liable to drip with the master’s
blood in an individual act, either out of pique or a search for
freedom. Theft, arson, fugitive slaves, murder, suicide, and
slave-to-slave violence should have convinced Floridians that they
would have no rest so long as slavery existed. Despite the adaptation of the black to servitude, the willingness to take freedom by
“pulling foot” or express his emotions by violence was always below the surface, waiting for expression.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol55/iss1/1

46

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 55, Number 1

THE UNITED STATES NAVY
COMES TO PENSACOLA
by GEORGE F. P EARCE *

been a factor in the history of
TPensacola almostthesincenavythehasmoment
that Florida became an
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American possession in 1821. The action by Congress in 1825 of
selecting Pensacola as the location for a navy yard put Secretary
of the Navy Samuel L. Southard, and ultimately the commissioners whom he appointed to determine the site for that establishment, in an unenviable position. Acting under pressure from
Congress, the secretary ordered the commissioners to Pensacola
before a study by the government to ascertain the most suitable
location for a navy yard on the Gulf of Mexico had been completed. Thus, they, like Congress earlier when it chose the location, had little professional advice to guide them in their selection of the site. For that matter, it was subsequently learned,
there was no suitable place in Pensacola Bay for a navy yard; the
primary function of which was to build and repair ships. Indeed,
its lack of natural advantages even precluded the fulfillment of
the limited criteria Secretary Southard established to guide the
commissioners in making their selection.1 Even so, in the long
*

Mr. Pearce is associate professor of history, University of West Florida,
Pensacola.

1.

Two subsequent reports accurately described the natural obstacles which
would preclude the establishment of a successful navy yard in Pensacola.
In a report to Secretary of the Navy John Branch in July 1829, Navy
Commissioner John Rodgers suggested that before additional improvements be made at the Pensacola yard both he and President Andrew
Jackson should further investigate the yard’s capacity to protect American commerce and suppress piracy in the Gulf of Mexico and the West
Indies. Among other things, Rodgers pointed out “the difficulty of
ingress and egress at all times; the sterility of the soil in the vicinity
of the yard and for forty miles in every direction [it could never support
a large population]; the impossibility of preserving salted provisions and
bread for any great length of time; and more particularly the high
prices of labor and provisions, and the uncertainty and difficulty of obtaining mechanics and laborers from time to time, as the exigencies and
nature of the service to be performed may render expedient.” If the
President and secretary considered these circumstances, Rodgers concluded, they would “perceive that Pensacola, as a naval station, neither
possesses by nature nor can be made by artificial means to supply, in an

[37]
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run, the site selected under conditions laying stress on haste,
proved to be propitious for the navy’s future needs, and consequently established a long, friendly, and profitable relationship
between the Pensacola community and the navy.
On February 3, 1823, the Florida Legislative Council petitioned President James Monroe and the United States Senate for
improvements in the territory, among which were improved
fortifications at Pensacola and the establishment of a naval station at that place. Its commodious harbor, the petition contended, was superior to all others on the Gulf of Mexico. The
depth of the channel into Pensacola Bay was sufficient to let all
but the largest vessels enter, and its location was easily defended
by forts San Carlos de Barrancas and Santa Rosa. Furthermore,
“a single fortification, strongly and judiciously built” on the
highlands in the rear of the town, would protect it in every direction “from the inroads of the enemy by land.” These advantages,
the petition continued, combined with the “salubrity of its, atmosphere and mildness of climate,” and its proximity to the trade
routes in the Gulf of Mexico, would make it an invaluable asset
essential degree any of the requisites called for in . . . the operations of
a naval force. . . ” Rodgers to Branch, July 3, 1829, American State
Papers: Naval Affairs, 4 vols. (Washington, 1834-1861), III, 358. In 1889
the Navy Department ordered that the present site of the Pensacola
Navy Yard “would have to be abandoned or closed for construction
purposes (building and repairing ships) as it is no longer safe from
the high powered guns of a fleet in the Gulf. . . .” Therefore, a navy
commission was appointed to select a new site either farther up the
bay above Pensacola or elsewhere along the Gulf coast. Two sites in
the bay, Gaberonne and Bohemia, attracted the commission’s attention.
An examination of them proved disappointing, however. Tests showed
that “the character of the ground is unsuitable for . . . heavy buildings
and excavated docks and basins, and that the cost of a dry dock and
dredged channel to the sites would be excessive.” The commissioners
also agreed that there was a general “lack of labor, both skilled and
unskilled,” and that Pensacola’s geographical isolation made it extremely difficult to procure “supplies of materials of all kinds.” As a
result of these findings, the commission concluded, it could “not recommend a site for a naval dock-yard at Pensacola Bay.” House Executive
Documents, 51st Cong., 1st sess., no. 2721, pp. 185-88. Many of these
same defects, in addition to its exposed position, applied to the present
navy yard and largely explained why from the beginning it had been
a navy yard in name only. With the exception of two sloops-of-war
built— but not outfitted— in 1859, the yard’s inadequacies restricted its
function largely to minor repair work and supply activities. Nonetheless,
as if destined, indecision in Washington over its fate permitted it to
survive, though somewhat precariously at times, under the misnomer
of navy yard until 1914. On January 20, 1914, the name was changed to
Pensacola Naval Aeronautic Station. This change ushered in a new,
exciting, and perhaps more meaningful age for the facility.
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in war and peace. “Although engineers have been appointed to
make a survey of the harbor,” the petition stated in concluding,
“it is to be hoped that the suggestions of your memorialists may
not be considered obtrusive, but . . . as the offspring of a lively
interest in the welfare of this Territory and of the United
States.“2
This appeal found the President and Congress in a receptive
mood. Addressing Congress on March 30, 1824, Monroe emphasized the importance of a strong navy to defend the country
3
and to preserve peace. The Secretary of the Navy concurred
with this view and called for more naval establishments along
the East Coast and the Gulf.4 With such recommendations coming
from high officials, rumors soon circulated that Pensacola would
become the major naval depot of the South. These rumors were
strengthened when, on April 15, 1824, the Navy Commissioners’
Office informed Secretary Southard that the commissioners “are
decidedly of [the] opinion that it would be advisable to establish
a naval depot on some part of the coast of Florida, as near the
mouth of the Mississippi as a suitable site for such an establishment can be found.“5 Two weeks later, on April 28, Southard
informed Senator James Lloyd, chairman of the Committee on
Naval Affairs, that the commissioners believed it inexpedient to
establish a navy yard at Charleston, South Carolina, until further
information had been procured. The secretary also told the
senator that “The station at New Orleans has ceased to be useful . . . ; it is impossible to use it at all as a place for building or
repairing vessels; and its distance from the Gulf, and the difficulty
of the navigation of the river, render it useless for supplies.”
Southard then reiterated the commissioners’ belief that a naval
depot on the coast of Florida was “indespensable for the economical and efficient management of that portion of our navy
which is employed in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico.“6
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Memorial of Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida to President
James Monroe, submitted to the Senate, February 3, 1823, American
State Papers: Miscellaneous, 2 vols. (Washington, 1834-1861), II, 1025-27.
East and West Florida became a territory of the United States upon the
ratification of the Adams-Onís Treaty in 1821.
U. S. Congress, Register of Debates in Congress, 14 vols. (Washington,
1825-1837), I, 11-16.
Ibid., 738.
Rodgers to Southard, April 15, 1824, American State Papers: Naval Affairs, I, 951-52.
Southard to Lloyd, April 28, 1824, ibid., 951.
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On February 2, 1825, in the waning days of Monroe’s administration, a bill authorizing a navy yard and depot at Pensacola was introduced in Congress.7 Later that month, on the
twenty-fifth, the naval bill passed the Senate.8 The House gave
its approval on March 3, 1825.9 This action was taken by the
government despite the fact that it had not yet received the results of a study begun in 1822 by the navy commissioners and
Army Board of Engineers to determine the most suitable site for
a navy yard on the Gulf Coast. Furthermore, recommendations
from the Navy Commissioners’Office in April 1824, were largely
ignored. The commissioners agreed that Pensacola possessed
“more of the advantages necessary” for a naval establishment
“than any other place . . . on the whole coast of Florida,” even if
she did not afford, “at all times, a sufficient depth of water for
larger vessels than frigates of the first class.” The commissioners
recommended “that the harbor of Pensacola be regularly surveyed, by competent officers of the navy, and of the engineer
corps of the army, to determine its advantages, before any
permanent establishment shall be commenced.“10
Apparently, Tampa Bay was the only other site in contention
with Pensacola for the navy yard. Army topographical engineers
had been directed to make surveys of the bays, of the surrounding
ground, and a chart of the soundings at both sites. The death of
the officer assigned this duty for Tampa Bay, however, suspended
their execution there, evidently permanently. A member of the
Army Board of Engineers wrote on September 19, 1825, that this
work was about to be completed at Pensacola. In closing, however, he remarked that “Pensacola does not seem to be possessed
of the same local advantages which led the naval commissioners
and the [army] board of engineers to recommend . . . naval depots
7. Pensacola Gazette and West Florida Advertiser, February 26, 1825.
8. Register of Debates. I. 686.
9. Ibid., 738.
10. Rodgers to Southard, April 15, 1824, American State Papers: Naval Affairs, I, 951-52. The Board of Navy Commissioners was created by an
act of Congress in 1815. Three captains (then the highest rank in the
navy) comprised the board. They were appointed by the President with
the consent of the Senate. Under the “superintendence” of the Secretary
of the Navy, the commissioners were to “discharge all ministerial duties”
of the secretary’s office. In addition, they were to provide “other information and statements” as the secretary “may deem necessary.” Quoted
in Harold and Margaret Sprout, The Rise of American Naval Power,
1776-1918 (Princeton, 1939), 92.
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of the first class upon our Atlantic maritime frontiers.” Those
yards needed no artificial defenses in their vicinity, he explained.
“But the state of things is different at Pensacola. There a navy
yard will find itself in the same predicament as most European
navy yards; that is to say, near to the sea shore and easy of access
by land.” Therefore, it would require an expensive system of
11
fortifications for its protection. Five months earlier, on March 3,
and obviously without professional advice, Congress had given
its approval to locating the yard at Pensacola.
Prior to Pensacola’s selection as the location for a yard, the
recently-established West India Squadron operated from Thompson’s Island in the Florida Keys. The squadron cruised the Gulf
of Mexico and the Caribbean in search of pirates who preyed on
the lucrative traffic radiating from New Orleans, the commercial
outlet of the Mississippi Valley. On May 24, 1825, Secretary
Southard informed Commodore Lewis Warrington, commander,
that for reasons of health and efficiency all stores and forces “now
at Thompson’s Island” were to be removed to Pensacola. The
site selection for the naval facility at Pensacola had not yet been
made when Warrington received the secretary’s order. Nevertheless, until such time as the new establishment was ready, Warrington was directed to use nearby Fort Barrancas and the adjoining
barracks and houses which the army, at the request of the War
Department, had agreed to relinquish to the navy. The transfer
of the squadron to Pensacola did not, cautioned the secretary,
alter its duties “protecting our commerce,” and “watching attentively the movements of the pirates” in the West Indies and
Gulf of Mexico.12
In September, Secretary Southard informed Commodore Warrington and Captains William Bainbridge and James Biddle
that they were commissioned to proceed to Pensacola and “select
a site for a naval establishment.” Southard stated that he would
rely on their “judgement and discretion,” but reminded the
commissioners to keep in mind “the disadvantages which have
resulted from the injudicious location of other yards.” He listed
11.
12.

Brigadier General Bernard to Major General A. Macomb, September 19,
1825, American State Papers: Military Affairs, 7 vols. (Washington, 18341861), III, 158-59.
Southard to Warrington, May 24, 1825, American State Papers: Naval Affairs, II, 109-10.
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expense, accessibility, and practicability of defense as the most
important criteria governing site selection. So that their report
could be completed by the Navy Department prior to the meeting
of Congress in December, the commissioners were ordered to
carry out their duties with dispatch.13
On Wednesday, October 5, 1825, Captain Bainbridge departed Washington on the steamboat Potomac for Norfolk, Virginia, to board the sloop of war Hornet, which would carry him,
Warrington, and Biddle to Pensacola. Bainbridge arrived in
Norfolk after what he described as an “unpleasant passage from
excessive hot weather and unsociable company.“14
When the officers visited the Hornet the following morning,
they “were much disappointed in finding the Hornet not
ready.“15 After a week’s delay, the ship departed Norfolk on
October 14. The weather over the next two days was pleasant,
but on October 17 squally weather was encountered, and, at
times, winds of gale force. “The Hornet is a great sea boat,”
16
Bainbridge remarked, “but does not sail fast.“
On the sixth day out of Norfolk, the Hornet reached the
Florida Straits, the northern passage into the Gulf of Mexico.
For three days she plowed her way through high seas on a southwesterly course. In his journal Bainbridge wrote: “Having cruised
in the Havana (Florida) Straits during the inclement winter of
1799 and 1800, I can say the sea experienced . . . was uncommonly high for this latitude.“17 At 1:00 p.m. on October 23, the
island of Cuba was sighted, and Bainbridge noted “But the
weather . . . is so very hasey [sic], [we] can not distinguish the
land sufficiently to identify with certainity [sic] the particular part
13. Southard to Bainbridge, Warrington, and Biddle, September 15, 1825,
American State Papers: Naval Affairs, II, 110-11. The three officers had
brilliant naval records, and had served effectively in the War of 1812.
See numerous references in Leonard F. Guttridge and Jay D. Smith, The
Commodores (New York, 1969).
14. “Manuscript Notes of a Journal of Commodore Bainbridge, U.S.N., of
voyage enroute to Pensacola, Fla., as Commissioner appointed to select
a site for a Navy Yard at that place (1825) together with brief minutes
while there and during return voyage from Pensacola to Washington,”
p. 1, in Box 533 (PS— Navy Yard and Naval Hospital, Pensacola, Fla.,
1825-1877), Naval Records Collection of the Office of Naval Records and
Library, Record Group 45, National Archives, Washington, D.C. Hereinafter cited as “Journal of Commodore Bainbridge.”
15. Ibid., 2. Bainbridge had commanded the Hornet during the War of 1812.
16. Ibid., 5.
17. Ibid., 10.
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18

of the island. But presume it is about . . . Havana.“ On that assumption the Hornet’s course for Pensacola was set. At 9:00 a.m.,
Tuesday, October 25, Santa Rosa Island came in view, “a high
broken sand hill.” Soon “high land with trees was seen over
Santa Rosa Island,” and the “Light House of Pensacola” was
visible.19 As the Hornet sailed in toward land, “a gun was fired,
the colours hoisted, and a signal was made for a pilot.“20 The
Hornet successively maneuvered the shallow channel over the
sand bar to the entrance into Pensacola Bay. Captain Woodhouse
had intended to anchor just inside the bay, Bainbridge noted,
but being confronted by a head wind, “we had to beat up the
Bay and about 2:06 p.m. came to anchor . . . abreast of the town
of Pensacola.“21
The weather being stormy the following day, the commissioners were unable to commence the examination of the bay. The
time was spent “receiving the visits and congratulations of many
of the most respectable citizens, and of Colonel Duncan L.
Clinch and the officers of the U. S. Army stationed at Cantonment Clinch.“22
When it cleared the next morning, Bainbridge was able to
examine the bay above Pensacola, and he found shallow water
“at a long distance from the shore.” The sailboat which the
officers were making the survey in very nearly capsized. “As I
cannot swim,” Bainbridge stated, “I consider it a fortunate escape
as we certainly were for a moment in most eminent [sic] danger.“23
When next they went out, the commissioners “hired a schooner.”
They examined the west shore of Pensacola Bay to Fort San
Carlos de Barrancas, and on the opposite side, Deer Point, Fair
Point, Town Point, and English and Spanish Coves. “The deepest
water was found on that side of the Bay, close to, and to the
North of Deer Point.” But this site, the commissioners agreed,
was “not comparable to a site on the west side of the Bay at

18.
19.
20.
21.

Ibid., 11.
Ibid., 14.
Ibid.
Ibid., 15. The records do not reveal Woodhouse’s first name. For years,
the shallow channel seriously restricted the size of the ships that could
enter the bay, and constituted a navigation hazard.
22. Ibid., 16. Military camps were called cantonments and were often named
after their commanding officer; thus, Cantonment Clinch.
23. Ibid., 16-17.

Published by STARS, 1976

53

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1
44

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY
24

Tartar Point.“ They gave the necessary orders for determining
the actual depth of the water at specified distances from the
shoreline around the Point. Lieutenant Adams of the Hornet
was assigned this duty.25 Inspecting the terrain surrounding Tartar Point and nearby Fort San Carlos de Barrancas, the commissioners found that Tartar Point and the area lying to the north
and east of it was the most suitable for a naval establishment.
They called for sounding to determine the depth of the water on
the bar at the bay entrance. Lieutenant Pinkham received this
duty, while Lieutenant Adams continued with offshore soundings
at Tartar Point and adjacent areas.26
Pensacola’s leading citizens decided to hold a public dinner
honoring the commissioners, and a committee on arrangements
was appointed.27 The affair was held November 2, at the Commercial Hotel. According to a newspaper account,
The room was handsomely decorated with several flags of
the different Republics [states] and with a number of splendid
copies of the Declaration of our Independence, a good band,
furnished by the politeness of Capt. Woodhouse, entertained
the company with appropriate music; the company were [sic]
enlivened & amused by a number of National, Patriotic and
convivial songs kindly volunteered by several of the company,
and the evening passed with the utmost harmony and regularity, and with great satisfaction to all who partook.28
Bainbridge described it as “an excellent dinner and conducted
with the utmost propriety.“29 After the opening toast, Bainbridge

24. Ibid., 17. The sites mentioned on the opposite side of the bay were
located around the peninsula which juts into Pensacola Bay, or what is
the present-day community of Gulf Breeze, Florida. Tartar Point is
located on the west side of the bay between Pensacola and the entrance
into the bay.
25. Ibid., 18.
26. Ibid. The evidence does not reveal the first names of Lieutenants Adams
and Pinkham.
27. The committee was composed of Mayor John Jerrison, F. H. Nisbet,
Major Thomas Wright, David C. Pinkham, Colonel John de la Rua,
Major Samuel R. Overton, and Peter Alba. Pensacola Gazette and West
Florida Advertiser, November 5, 1825.
28. Ibid.
29. “Journal of Commodore Bainbridge,” 19.
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thanked the assemblage on behalf of himself and his fellow officers.30 This was followed by thirty-six other toasts.31
The commissioners began preparing their report for the secretary of the navy. Lieutenant Pinkham had found that twentyone feet was the minimum depth of water on the bar at low tide,
and that the tide rose about three feet. Adams had also submitted
his findings which were incorporated.32 According to the commissioners report,
The Bay of Pensacola is extensive and capacious, easy of
access from the sea, and affording secure anchorage for any
number of vessels of the largest class. The depth of water on
the bar... is twenty-one feet. From the report to us . . . at least
this depth of water, we believe, will always be found on the
bar. . . . The ordinary tides do not rise more than three feet;
but these tides run with considerable rapidity; thus affording
facilities to vessels working in or out of the harbor against an
unfavorable wind.
The position we have selected as in our judgment combining the greatest advantages for a navy yard, is in the vicinity
of the Barancas [sic], and to the northward and eastward of
Tartar’s Point.
Here we found the necessary depth of water nearest the
shore; an important consideration in respect to the expense
to be incurred in carrying out the wharves required for naval
purposes. Here too the works erected for the defense of the
navy yard, would give additional security to the harbor, while
its vicinity to the Barancas [sic] would admit of assistance to
it in case of need, from the troops stationed there. Here, we
are . . . susceptible of complete defence, at a less expense than
elsewhere within the bay. The position is wholly protected, by
Tartar’s Point, against the swell of the sea, which strong
southerly winds set over the bar.
. . . Its healthiness is not surpassed by any other part of
the bay, and fresh water is there abundant, and of a wholesome quality.
Other positions, in other parts of the bay, have engaged
our attention; but, upon mature consideration, we are unanimously of the opinion that the position which we have designated, is the most eligible under all circumstances, and combines the greatest advantages.
30. Ibid.
31. Pensacola Gazette and West Florida Advertiser, November
32. “Journal of Commodore Bainbridge,” 19.
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That part of your instructions which directs us to
purchase the land, we are not necessitated to act upon, as the
site we have selected already belongs to the government.33
On Sunday, November 6, Bainbridge wrote: “We, the Commissioners, are ready for a departure and only waiting for the
John Adams to carry us to the Chesapeake. Expect to sail tomorrow.“34 Two days earlier Commodore Warrington had appointed
Navy Lieutenant Archibald S. Campbell naval storekeeper and
directed that he “take charge of the store[s] belonging to the
Navy at Pensacola.“35 He also had seven marines from the frigate
John Adams transferred ashore as a guard for the navy yard.36
On the day before their departure, however, Bainbridge described his impressions of Pensacola:
The Town . . . has a population of about 1400 souls. It
has evidently been [much the same] since the [yellow] fever
[epidemic] of 1822 which caused many to remove from it and
prevented others from coming to it from apprehension of the
return of the fever. But . . . [the] panic has in great measure
subsided, and the place is now reviving. It has a mix[ed]
population of Americans and Spanish who altho[ugh] not . . .
[opulent] are hospitab[le] to strangers and harmonial [sic]
among themselves. From natural causes, it can not be otherwise than healthy. [Being] . . . situated in sandy soil that retains no moisture, [it] has no marsh or stagnant water to generate a miasma or noxious affluvia. Very pure and wholesome
water [is] in abundance, and the prevalent winds blowing
from the sea . . . [produce] a fine atmosphere.
The land for 60 miles to the north and east of Pensacola,
I understand, is similar to that near the town which is sandy
and barren— producing nothing but pine and live-oak. . . . As
Alabama becomes more populous, and that population . . .
extends itself to the head of the fine waters of Pensacola Bay,
this place will be abundantly supplied from that quarter.
It has at present, a most excellent fish and beef market,
and the inhabitants cultivate in their small gardens a tolerable
supply of vegetables. Fruits are scarce, owing to the want of
33. Bainbridge, Warrington, and Biddle to Southard, November 4, 1825,
American State Papers: Naval Affairs, II, 111.
34. “Journal of Commodore Bainbridge,” 20.
35. “On the claim of Lieutenant Archibald S. Campbell, of the Navy, for
extra pay while acting as naval storekeeper at Pensacola, in 1825-‘26,”
American State Papers: Naval Affairs, IV, 216. Warrington returned to
Pensacola in April 1826 as the first commandant of the navy yard.
36. Pensacola Naval Air Station The Gosport, November 10, 1939.
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cultivating them. [The] . . . grapes, I understand, flourish well
here. And so should the fruit orange, [if] raised in well selected situations.37
At 10:00 a.m. on Monday, November 7, the John Adams
weighed anchor and sailed in company with the Hornet. At first
there was a favorable wind for crossing the bar, but as the vessels
neared the western end of Santa Rosa Island, the wind changed
directions and became light. The ships anchored until noon the
next day. When they were able to get underway again, the Hornet
sailed over the bar without incident, but the John Adams in the
same manuever “knocked off her rudder, and [did] some injury
to her keel and stern.“38 Bainbridge remarked:
There were several most violent thumps. Three of which
were extremely hard and one amidship appeared to have
broken her in two. I have never know a ship to strike as
violently as the John Adams did this day and escape from
destruction and the loss of all the lives on board— it appears
almost a miracle.39
The John Adams continued the voyage in the tow of the Hornet
until the damage was repaired.40
Secretary of the Navy Samuel L. Southard submitted the commissioners’ report to the President on December 2, 1825, stating
that “Should it meet your approbation, immediate measures will
be taken to erect the necessary buildings, and make the improvements.” President John Quincy Adams approved the measure on
the following day.41
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

“Journal of Commodore Bainbridge,” 20-22.
Ibid., 23.
Ibid., 25-26.
“Journal of Commodore Bainbridge,” 28-29.
Southard to Adams, December 2, 1825, American State Papers: Naval Affairs, II, 111.
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THE STRUGGLE FOR FREE TRADE IN
EAST FLORIDA AND THE CÉDULA
OF 1793
by JANICE BORTON MILLER*

’ most critical weaknesses in her effort to hold on
O to herS empire
in America in the eighteenth century was her
NE OF

PAIN S

incapacity to produce supplies necessary for her colonists. The
Industrial Revolution provided England with goods in universal
demand, but Spain had few industrial machines. Nevertheless,
she was convinced that control of the trade of her empire
brought in the highest profits for both home and colonial markets and provided the stimulus the colonial economies needed
for their prosperity.
With the acquisition of West and East Florida following the
American Revolution, Spain possessed a vast area of frontier land
bordering the new United States. To resist pressures from the
fast movement of people into the border areas Spain sought to
facilitate and make profitable the entrance of settlers into Spanish domains. She consequently found herself in a dilemma. To
bring about both population and economic growth within her
colonies, she must make possible profits from individual commercial enterprise involving the relaxing of her traditional trade
restrictions. But, unable to compete with Britain in production
of goods, freeing her channels of trade might result in the loss of
her markets to England and France, to their colonies in the
Caribbean, and to the United States. Under such terms, it was
maintained, the foundation of Spain’s imperial power would
surely crumble.
In 1782, the Spanish government issued a cédula providing
that for a period of ten years Spanish subjects in Louisiana and
West Florida could trade freely with New Orleans, Pensacola,
and French ports in which there were Spanish consuls. Goods
made in Spain could be exported from New Orleans and Pensacola to other Spanish colonies. An import and export duty of
*

Ms. Miller is a member of the history faculty at Tallahassee Community
College, Tallahassee, Florida.
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six per cent was levied, and the exportation of specie, except for
slave trade, was forbidden. The purpose of this relaxation had
been to encourage the development of Louisiana and West
Florida, to control the Indian tribes by satisfying their demand
for goods, and to protect the Spanish subjects from British and
American trade. At the end of the ten-year period, the government hoped that it could supply the colonies with Spanishmanufactured goods. The cédula was not extended to East
Florida when the province was returned to Spain in 1783; she
was required to carry on her trade with the mother country
through Havana, Cuba.
In 1784, when the first Spanish governor, Vicente Manuel de
Zéspedes, arrived in St. Augustine, he immediately recognized
the necessity for importing goods into East Florida from other
than Spanish sources, not only for the settlers but for the Indians who were accustomed to make regular visits to the city for
gifts and supplies. He secured permission for the English trading
firm, Panton, Leslie and Company, to continue its right to trade
with the Indians under the Spanish government. Emphasizing
that this was necessary to insure the friendliness of the Indians,
he also pointed out that American traders from Georgia,
Watauga, and Cumberland were coming to Indian country with
gaudy wares. They were promising to drive the Spanish into the
Gulf. He pointed out that the British could undersell the
Americans. 1
By the time Governor Juan Nepomuceno Quesada arrived in
St. Augustine in 1790, Panton, Leslie and Company had stores
at St. Augustine and St. Marks. The operation in St. Augustine
was doing a thriving business, not only with Indians but also
with the colonists. The publicly-maintained post stocked a variety
of goods, including costly items like velvets and satin. This irritated many of the inhabitants who wanted the right to trade
themselves. The company also began to charge prices without regard to any of the restrictions that Spain had placed upon the
monopoly or that had been agreed to in a treaty with the Indians.2
1. Arthur Preston Whitaker, transl. and ed., Documents Relating to the
Commercial Policy of Spain in the Floridas, With Incidental Reference
to Louisiana (DeLand, 1931), xxx-xxxi.
2. “Representation With Regard to the Commerce of East Florida by Various Inhabitants of St. Augustine,” November 27, 1794, in ibid., 185-99.
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Quesada soon realized that controlling trade among the settlers, the Indians, and the Americans posed many problems. The
economic prohibitions placed upon the people were at cross purposes with his responsibility to encourage the settlement and
prosperity of the province. Many of the colonists, including
former Britishers and others who had migrated from the United
States or Europe hoping to make a living in this new country,
wished to supply other settlers, Indians, and Americans with
goods and foodstuffs. The inhabitants, who were not permitted
to trade even among themselves within the province, pressed
both for permission to buy from the cheapest source and to sell
to whomever they could.
Well aware of the necessity for settlers to have a market for
their goods, Quesada also knew that should Panton, Leslie and
Company fail to find trade in Spanish lands profitable there
would not be an adequate supply of goods for the province. It
appeared both logical and desirable for the future of East Florida
to permit more freedom of trade. 3 Therefore, he requested that
the captain general in Havana, Luis de las Casas, use his influence with the viceroy in Mexico to secure permission for settlers to engage in small trade among neighbors so that they could
supply their families with necessities.4
From the time of his arrival in St. Augustine, Quesada received requests from various inhabitants, including many prominent citizens, for the right to trade with the Indians and the
settlers of the plaza and province.5 He granted several of them
certificates to trade. Other requests followed, and Quesada was
informed by the government’s accountant, Gonzalo Zamorano,
that his predecessor, Governor Zéspedes, had determined that no
one would be permitted to trade with the Indians, since a royal
concession had given this right to Panton, Leslie and Company.6
As to Quesada’s desire to grant inhabitants the right to deal
with the Indians, there was actually no official statement for3. Juan Nepomuceno Quesada to Luis de las Casas, September 29, 1790,
East Florida Papers, microfilm copies, Robert Manning Strozier Library,
Florida State University, Tallahassee, roll 8, bundle 2212, frame 219. East
Florida Papers hereinafter cited as EFP.
4. Quesada to las Casas, August 1, 1790, EFP, rl 8, bnd 22I2, f 160.
5. Petitioners, St. Augustine, Florida, to the Governor of Florida, August 1,
17, 18, 20, 1790, EFP, rl 77, bnd 180A14, f 141, 157, 169.
6. Gonzalo Zamorano to Quesada, July 29, 1790, EFP, rl 77, bnd 180A14, f
119.
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bidding this change of practice. The royal order granting the
Panton, Leslie firm permission to trade with the Indians did not
define this as a monopoly; it only granted the right of continuing
commerce with the Indian nations such as it held under the
British. Thus, both on this question and that of permitting trade
among settlers, Quesada could make his own decision. Zamorano
felt that it would be advantageous for settlers to trade with the
Indians. Such activity would promote peace between Indians and
the province and the profits and production would benefit the
nation.7
Should trade be authorized, Zamorano emphasized, settlers
would have to procure licenses from Quesada stating the places
in which they intended to operate. The governor should have
absolute assurance that supplies were not taken other than those
used by Indians. The royal order provided no further information; any additional interpretation would rest on Quesada’s own
judgment.8 With this advice and counsel, Quesada decided in
favor of the settlers and began a policy of exercising the most
liberal interpretation of the commercial laws.9
During the first summer of Quesada’s term as governor, the
settlers began to enjoy freedom to trade and expanded their activities in many directions. By September there were requests for
authorization to supply the army, clerks, and the rest of the
community. Apprehensive about their own situation, Panton
officials began to play upon the fears of Quesada and tried to
bribe him with gifts. Unable to carry through with the concessions he had granted the settlers, Quesada sought instructions
from Diego de Gardoque, Spain’s minister of trade.10 Having
served as minister plenipotentiary to the United States, Gardoqui
was recognized as one with first-hand knowledge on colonial
matters and who, in matters of trade, was liberal. It had been
the result of his efforts that the commercial ordinance of 1782
had been established for Louisiana and West Florida.11
7.
8.
9.
10.

Ibid.
Ibid.
Quesada to Zamorano, July 29, 1790, EFP, rl 77, bnd 180A14, f 112.
Quesada to Diego de Gardoqui, September 25, 1790, EFP, rl 39, part 2,
bnd 102K8, f 103-05.
11. “Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, Governor of East Florida, to the Conde
de Lerena, Relative to the Commerce of East Florida,” November 15,
1791, in Whitaker, Documents, 154-61, xxiv.

Published by STARS, 1976

61

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1
52

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Dissatisfaction spread as Floridians came to believe that Spain
was making regulations without understanding the nature of the
situation in their province. The number of communications to
Quesada increased. Typical was one noting the disadvantages of
the restrictive measures and requesting the right to “trade with
anyone that might best accommodate them.“12 Knowing that in
two years the home government would have to take some action
in regard to the cédula of 1782, Quesada hoped to extend to East
Florida the privileges of trade provided by that ordinance to New
Orleans and Pensacola.13
Quesada discussed with several people ways to promote the
resources of the province. He approved a letter to Madrid listing
East Florida’s products: pine lumber, cypress, oak, juniper, ash,
resin, pitch, turpentine, rice, maize, rye, tobacco, cotton, wheat,
hemp, flax, indigo, sugar cane, syrup, rum, honey and beeswax,
trade with Indians, cattle, salt meat, hides, tallow, butter, cheese,
fisheries, silk worms and mulberry trees, and olives and olive oil.
The letter noted that the St. Johns and St. Marys rivers area held
the greatest potential for lumbering. Improving these waterways
would have a favorable impact on commerce.14
East Florida annually shipped 150,000 deerskins to Europe
which sold for one peso each. The Indians traded them in St.
Augustine or at one of the outlying stores for rum, cane syrup,
sugar, coffee, English silver trinkets, and other items. According
to the settlers, trade had been declining because of Panton’s activities in American territory. The Indians were finding other
markets for their skins and seeking peace with the Americans
who permitted the importation, duty free, of manufactured goods
up to the value of 150,000 pesos.15
Unless Spain gave the Indians the same privilege as did the
Americans, Florida trade would be hurt. The letter writers complained: “only the said English house [Panton, Leslie] can introduce goods openly into the province, and it does so without paying duties. Since it has no competitors, it fixes the price of goods
12. Robert Corwin and William Chapman to Quesada, July 23, 1790, EFP,
rl 77, bnd 180A14, f 109-10.
13. “Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, Governor of East Florida, to the Conde
de Lerena, Relative to the Commerce of East Florida,” November 15,
1791, in Whitaker, Documents, 155.
14. “Description of the Commerce of East Florida, Written by Luis Fatio,”
November 17, 1790, in ibid., 124-39.
15. Ibid., 132-33.
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to suit itself and at very high rates.” If Spanish subjects enjoyed
similar privileges, skins would go to the mother country, and her
goods— “woolen cloth, cheap woolen hats, common chintz cloth,
and silver trinkets”— could be sold to the Indians.16
In another letter the complainants noted that East Floridians
were required to purchase their goods in Havana. Since no
clothes suitable for the families and Negroes of the province
were made there, these items had to be imported from Spain.
Additional costs of shipping and middlemen operations increased
expenses. The one hopeful sign, according to the letter, was the
attitude of Governor Quesada; before he arrived, Panton’s
monopoly bad hurt the province. No one else could buy skins,
horses, cattle, or other commodities, except deer meat, from the
Indians. “Thanks to Quesada’s investigation, it was found that
no such exclusive trading privilege to the company had been
granted. Therefore, he permitted everyone to buy skins and cattle
of the Indians.” Because of a lack of trade goods, Florida commerce had not increased significantly. Economic growth would
be deterred, the writers believed, until the province became more
productive. 17
Apparently Spain’s response was a communication dated June
24, 1791, reinforcing the regulation that ships leaving St. Augustine for other Spanish ports be refused permits to trade articles
known not to be locally produced. Quesada then proposed that
commerce be carried on directly with Spain rather than through
Havana. So long as the people in St. Augustine had to order
goods from Havana, they would have to pay inflated prices. As a
result, illicit trade was increasing with the United States. According to Quesada, if he had acted to stop such trade, he would have
retarded, rather than advanced, the King’s interest. The intendant in Havana, of course, disagreed with Quesada.18
The governor sent the treasury minister in Madrid lists of
products exported by St. Augustine, but he admitted that he
could not guarantee that everything going to Havana had, in
fact, been produced in East Florida: “In truth . . . I refrain from
making a rigorous investigation into the matter for, without bene16. Ibid.
17. “Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, Governor of East Florida, to the Conde
de Lerena, Relative to the Commerce of East Florida,” November 15,
1791, in ibid., 154-61.
18. Ibid.
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fitting the royal treasury essentially, this would destroy the community.” Quesada also noted that the trade difficulties and the
exigencies of such a restricted allotment for operating East
Florida were beginning to affect immigration into the province.19
By January 1792, St. Augustine’s dissatisfaction with the restrictions upon trade had become more articulate. With Quesada’s
approval, a group of settlers decided to send a petition to the
King explaining the effect of Spanish policy upon the growth of
the province and upon their own individual fortunes. Thirtyseven men signed the letter. They reiterated their belief that the
secret of British success in Florida was because no duty had been
placed on local products. East Florida’s difficulties were compounded by the prohibition of all communication and dealings
with Indians and Americans, who surrounded the province.
Whereas the Americans, with free commerce were exceedingly
wealthy, the Spanish were deprived of necessities. “What a sad
spectacle, but what a true picture,” lamented the petitioners.20
The settlers offered a plan which promised to increase the
population, attract old colonists, provide a diverse commerce, and
contribute to the general profit and benefit of the monarchy.
They asked for free commerce with Europe and America, limited
within the empire in accordance with existing laws, and free
entry and exit of all shipping from any foreign or Spanish ports
during a period of time as determined by the King. They preferred cargoes to be duty free, or to be taxed only moderately.
For trade between Florida and other Spanish dominions, they
preferred no duty, or, at best a small one.21 They proposed that
since the United States Congress had placed excessive duties on
Spanish products— juices, wines, liquors, oil, soap, almonds, silk,
cotton, and other items— it would be advantageous to the commerce of East Florida to build warehouses on the frontier stocked
with these commodities. The Americans would utilize canals,
rivers, and the sea for trade, and this would encourage St. Augustine’s commerce with other Spanish ports, Europe, and America.
In times of scarcity in the Caribbean and other Spanish colonies,
or in case of war, the Florida warehouses could supply necessities
19. Quesada to Zamorano, December 20, 1792, Archivo General de Indias,
Seville, Spain, Papeles Procedentes de Cuba, legajo 416.
20. Ibid.
21. Ibid.
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and goods quickly at low cost and duty free. The petitioners
hoped the King would “be pleased to order free harborage, and
free port, and permit American ships to take refuge in Florida.“22
In Madrid, the council of state had begun discussing the issuance of a new ordinance which had to be completed by 1793.
Speaking for the colonies, Gardoqui argued that Spain must
change its course “for the colonies cannot endure without commerece. . . . It would be expedient to grant Louisiana and the
Floridas absolute freedom of trade in Europe and America with
all foreign nations with whom we have mutual commercial
treaties.“23
The council heard from officials who opposed any liberalization. The Marques de Bajamar, governor of the Council of the
Indies, advocated more restrictive commerce; he wanted to prohibit all direct commerce with foreigners and to confine it to
Spain. By reducing import and export duties on foreign commodities brought to Spain for re-exportation to Louisiana and
the Floridas, foreign merchants could support Spanish merchants.
Then, by granting a reduction of export duties to Spanish businessmen, the goods could be sold in the colonies at almost the
same price that foreigners would charge. Under such circumstances, the Marques argued, both merchants and colonists would
benefit, the latter by having an outlet and market for his products
and the former by obtaining them and bringing them back to
Spain for sale. Furthermore, Spanish entrepreneurs could carry
goods between foreign ports and the colonies.24
The cédula was finally completed and approved June 9, 1793.
Many of the ideas advocated by Quesada, the settlers of East
Florida, and Gardoqui were incorporated in the order which
extended to St. Augustine and permitted trade with New Orleans
and Pensacola. Also, some additional trading privileges were
permitted between Spanish colonies and overseas French ports.
Louisiana and the Floridas could trade freely in Europe and
America with all “friendly nations having treaties of commerce
with this crown.” Merchants handling commerce between the
22. Ibid.
23. Juan Antonio de Ororrio to George Franco de Estado, Cadiz, September
10, 1792, Archivo General de Indias, Santo Domingo, legajo 2668.
24. “Opinion of the Marques de Bajamar on the Commerce of Louisiana
and the Floridas,” January 7, 1793, in Whitaker, Documents, 162-69.
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colonists and foreign nations had to pay an import duty of
fifteen per cent and an export tax of six per cent.
In November 1793, when the cédula reached St. Augustine,
Quesada and his council studied the new regulations, raising
many questions and finding some ambiguities.25 There was specifically the question of which nations had alliance treaties with
Spain. The inquiries went to Las Casas, who forwarded them to
Madrid. There was no definitive reply, although Las Casas tried
to find satisfactory answers.26 In a quandary, St. Augustine officials interpreted the concessions in a conservative manner, and
Quesada did not permit American ships to enter East Florida
ports indiscriminately the remainder of his administration.
Frustrated in their efforts to win significant concessions the
settlers became more dissatisfied, and by the end of 1794 they had
become hostile toward Quesada. Fifteen of the settlers dispatched
a petition to the King, angrily protesting the Panton, Leslie trade
monopoly. Zéspedes, it was claimed, had gone beyond the requirements of logic in justifying the establishment of this monopoly under Spanish sovereignity. Zéspedes had offered seventeen reasons for his actions. According to the petitioners, he stood
to gain by the concession since no one would ever make seventeen rationalizations in “behalf of the father who begot him,”
much less for a trading company.27
They insisted that Zéspedes had acted neither for the benefit
of the King nor the welfare of the province. He had received gifts
from the company in anticipation of his favors. The kingdom
had been hurt by the monopoly. Instead of securing Indian
loyalty, the opposite had resulted. Since all the goods traded with
the Indians were British, they felt that they were living under
British dominion. The growth of the colony it was claimed had
been injured by the monopoly.28
The protesters argued that Panton, Leslie operated a public
store and supplied meat for the garrison. They saw “brigantines
25. Junta de hacienda, November 8, 1793, Archivo General de Indias, Santo
Domingo, legajo 2668.
26. Las Casas to Quesada, January 25, 1794, Archivo General de Indias,
estante 87, cajon 3, legajo 22, numero 16, photostat in Stetson Collection,
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
27. “Representation With Regard to the Commerce of East Florida by
Various Inhabitants of St. Augustine,” November 27, 1794, in Whitaker,
Documents, 184-99.
28. Ibid.
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from [New] Providence and London entering with the greatest
[of] ease for the privileged house of Panton and Leslie, without
paying any duty whatever to your Majesty,” with cargoes estimated to be worth more than 30,000 pesos annually. Prices were
set by the company. Under Quesada, “whose avarice is unbounded,” and who with the accountant worked to maintain
the monopoly, the problem grew worse. At first the governor allowed everyone to trade with the Indians. Then, when John
Leslie began providing him with the latest mode in furniture for
his house, Quesada changed his attitude; he “ended up by advancing the same or even stronger arguments than the other
governor.“29
The St. Augustine signatories declared that their complaints
could be verified “by the whole town and by some documents
that are confidential.” Fearing that their letter might become
public, only a few men signed it, although it was stated more
than 200 signatures could have been secured. The writers asked
the King to have someone verify their complaints.30
Obviously the cédula of 1793 did not solve East Florida’s trade
problems. It was not clear whether it was obstacles to free trade
or the lack of goods to trade, that interfered with economic
growth. After Quesada’s efforts to extend the right of trade to all
settlers, including trade with foreign ports, it must have become
evident to him that it was more important to satisfy the province’s immediate need for supplies. Spain could not provide commodities even for the Indians, much less all that was needed for
St. Augustine’s defense and economic growth. The dilemma was
real. If Quesada supported the Panton, Leslie monopoly, he was
assured that the Indians, supplied with wares, would remain
peaceful and that necessities for settlers would be available. Yet
the economic growth of the settlers and the colony as a whole
would be impossible. On the other hand, if he permitted the
settlers to trade in as wide an area as possible within the broadest interpretation of the cédula of 1793, Panton, Leslie’s profits
would decline and the source of supplies would diminish. Even
though the settlers increased their production and new colonists
were attracted to East Florida, there was no possibility of securing the same quantity of manufactured goods from Spain as
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Panton, Leslie was receiving from England. The authors of the
petition of 1794 seem to have been aware of this dilemma when
they suggested that Quesada wanted the King to believe that but
for the company, “God knows what would have become of this
province.“31
Regardless of the justification, which might or might not have
existed, for the restrictions upon the trade of St. Augustine and
for the monopoly granted Panton, Leslie and Company, many
settlers believed that their interests were being sacrificed to the
immediate concerns of government, if not to the personal profits
of individual officials. This loss of confidence caused the settlers
to question the loyalty and allegiance which they had given to
Spain. Many had received land grants, moved with their families
and slaves, and had begun the development of plantations. Seeing
their efforts and investments restricted, they sought other avenues
to solve their economic problems. Some believed that the difficulty stemmed from corrupt officials, and they hoped to have
these recalcitrants removed from office. To those who saw the
problem as part of Spain’s efforts to control the trade for its own
benefit, the answer was to force the Spanish out of Florida. Some
of this latter element participated in the incursions into East
Florida from Charleston organized by the French as part of the
French revolutionary movement.32
During the years 1790 to 1795— the administration of Quesada
— Spain’s eventual loss of East Florida was determined. Her inability either to provide the colonists with goods or to permit
them to supply themselves, resulted in the loss of loyalty of the
settlers which eventually forced her to relinquish the peninsula.
Quesada was a competent and perceptive governor who with
some understanding of the nature of the problems of his province
proposed positive and imaginative ideas for their solutions. But
the remedy had to come from Spain, from men far from the
scene who had little appreciation for their implications. Their
unwillingness to confront the dilemma and the unlikelihood that
any solution could be found under any consideration resulted in
a slow demise of the province. With the cédula of 1793 the die
31. Ibid.
32. For an account of these campaigns, see Richard K. Murdoch, The
Georgia-Florida Frontier, 1793-1796: Spanish Reaction to French Intrigue
and American Designs (Berkeley, 1951).
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was cast, the opportunity lost. Spanish Florida’s future was to be
joined with that of the United States.
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VISIT TO THE INDIAN NATIONS:
THE DIARY OF JOHN HAMBLY
edited by DANIEL J. J. Ross

AND

BRUCE S. CHAPPELL*

second Spanish period in East Florida
Tconstituted a timeof the
for transition from British to Spanish adHE EARLY YEARS

ministration, and for the establishment of relations between the
new Spanish regime and its Indian and Georgian neighbors.
These adjustments were carried out under the administration of
Governor Vicente Manuel de Zéspedes. His successor, Juan
Nepomuceno de Quesada, sought to create an intelligence system
so as to learn about events and conditions in the South and
among the Indians.
Lieutenant Colonel Carlos Howard was able to send information to St. Augustine about Georgia. The problem with the Indians was not so easily solved. Many of those conversant with
Indian languages and trade practices had left Florida when the
province was retroceded to Spain. The few who remained or
moved into Florida did not have the confidence of the governor.
Quesada turned to the employees of the Indian trading firm of
Panton, Leslie and Company, and specifically to the interpreter
and shopkeeper John Hambly.
Born around 1751, he was the son of William and Wilmoth
Hambly of London. His wife, Maria Mitchell, was the daughter
of James Mitchell and Maria Purvesse, and she was baptized as a
Catholic in 1773. The couple had six children between 1781 and
1798, and there is speculation that Maria had two illegitimate
children by prominent Florida resident Manuel Solana prior to
her marriage to Hambly.
In 1788 Hambly was employed by Panton, Leslie as the storekeeper of the Concepción trading post on the St. Johns River
(now Stokes Landing south of Palatka). It was there that the
deserters from the first abortive expedition of William Augustus
Bowles fled. In later years Bowles swore to kill Hambly, and
when he raided the Panton store at Apalache in January 1792,
*

Mr. Ross and Mr. Chappell are editorial assistants in the P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.

[60]
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he had his chance, as Hambly was present there. For some reason,
Bowles released Hambly, and the latter returned to St. Augustine.
In the early 1790s Hambly was frequently employed by the
Spanish governor to carry “talks” to the Indian nations and to
bring information back to St. Augustine, particularly about the
status of United States-Indian peace and boundary negotiations.
In 1794, Hambly made at least three official trips to the Indian nations. The second of these visits produced the diary presented here. In 1795, Hambly undertook further commissions,
and fell severely ill. On November 15, 1796, in Apalache, he
seriously wounded a Panton, Leslie employee, Thomas Hutton,
who had been Hambly’s companion on previous cattle drives.
Orders for Hambly’s arrest were issued in East and West Florida,
but he disappeared from sight. A letter from Apalache in 1798,
concerning the death of Robert Leslie, indicates that Hambly
died there shortly before March 9, 1798, and had made an oral
testament for the disposition of his estate. Hambly’s children
were to be his heirs but his wife was to receive not one “real.“1
The diary is published without changes in spelling, punctuation,
or grammar.
1794
June 29. th Left S t Augustine with letters from S. r Don Juan
Nepumucena de Quesada,2 for Col John Kinnaird3 the Hallooing
1. Hambly’s Journal is reproduced from a photostat of the original document in the Buckingham Smith Collection of the New-York Historical
Society. The photostat is part of the Joseph B. Lockey Collection in the
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida. Hereinafter cited as Lockey Collection. Spanish translations of the diary, with
copies of the platicas (talks) that Quesada sent to the Indians and the
replies, are found in Papeles de Cuba, legajo 1438, microfilm rolls 24
and 25, and East Florida Papers, bundle 115K9, microfilm roll 43, in
the P. K. Yonge Library. Previous journals of Hambly’s missions for
the St. Augustine governor were edited by Richard K. Murdoch and
published in the Florida Historical Quarterly under the titles of “A
Voyage to the Miami Region in 1793,” XXXI (July 1952), 16-32, and
“Mission to the Creek Indians in 1794,” XXXIV (January 1956), 266-84.
Murdoch seemingly erred in the latter article in stating (p. 269) that
Hambly wrote the 1794 journal in Spanish. He evidently worked from a
translation made in St. Augustine by the government secretary and
English-language interpreter Manuel Rengil.
2. Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada was governor of East Florida from July
1790 to March 1796.
3. Also known as Jack Kinnard, Kenard, Conard, etc. A mestizo lower Creek
chieftain, Kinnaird was for a time considered by the Spaniards as a
possible successor to Creek leader Alexander McGillivray, following the
latter’s death in February 1793.
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King, Cusita King,5 Young Prince of the broaken arrow6 &ca of
the Lower Creek Nation
Traveld 20 miles & came to St Johns
River in the afternoon heavy rain—
30.th Crossed the river in the afternoon it having rained most
part of the day— 2 miles across the river came to San Fernandos— 7
July 1. st The weather being very bad, did not get my horses
over the river untill late in the evening
2. d

Still rainy weather, at San Fernandos—

3 d Fair morning, left San Fernandos about 3 oClock Traveld
about 20 miles & came to camp about 4 in the afternoon, heavy
rain most part of the night
4 th It havng been a very wet night waited to dry my Blanket
&ca— Set out about 9 oClock but from the heat of the weather,
the prodigious number of flies and the bad roads, found my
horses incapable of performing the Journey. turned off for
Lachua8 to procure fresh ones— Traveld about 30 miles & came to
camp at Sundown
July 5.th Set out early Traveld about 20 miles & came to Lachua
about 2 in the afternoon in the evening heavy rain—
6th Bought 2 Horses of Payne’s9 negroe Pompy for which
4. The Hallooing King of the Coweta (also known as Yeauholau Mico,
Yaholla Mico, etc.), an influential Creek often chosen as Speaker or
Orator of his tribe because of his eloquence.
5. Probably refers to the White Birdtail King, or Tuskegee Tustennuggy,
chief of Cusita (or Cassitas, Kashita, Cussetta, etc.).
6. Or Little Prince of the Broken Arrow (Hopoie Mico or Tustenaque
Hopoy), also considered by the Spaniards as a successor to McGillivray.
He later became one of the most influential Creek chieftains.
7. Old Fort Fernando, on the west bank of the St. Johns River, opposite
Picolata. San Fernando became the site of a Panton, Leslie Indian
trading post in September 1793.
8. On Payne’s Prairie in southern Alachua County.
9. King Payne was a chief of the Seminoles from 1784 to 1813, with large
holdings in Negro slaves and livestock. His base was near Micanopy. In
1793 Payne was reported to possess twenty slaves, 1,500 head of cattle,
400 horses, and innumerable sheep and goats. James F. Doster, Creek
Indians: The Creek Indians and their Florida Lands, 2 vols. (New York,
1974), I, 190-91.
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10

gave him an ord[e]r on M. H. for 56 Dollars also gave Payne’s
rs
Joe an order on M H for 12 1/2 Dollars for the hire of his
horse last trip11
7.th Bought another horse, one of these bought being sick,
for which gave an order on M.rs H for 20 Dollars
8 th Left Lachua traveld 15 miles & Stopt to rest at San
Francisco12— a rainey afternoon traveld 25 miles & came to camp
at Sundown at Etto Puckhey13
9th Set out early crossed Santa Fee14 traveld 21 miles & Stopt
15
at Weechatookamey — looked at the Fig trees found them full of
fruit but not ripe Set out again traveld 1.5 miles & came to camp
at the first part of Sawanney River16 at Sundown.
July 10th Set out early traveld about 10 miles & stopt to rest at
the old fields17 very hard rain. as soon as the rain was over set
out again traveld 10 miles further & came to camp at the crossing
place of Sawanney, 18 found the canoe on the west Side. my cow
hyde beeing wet could not well get over— Cut down a dry pine
tree cut it in proper lengths to make a raft & carryed them to the
landing— rain all night
10. Mrs. Hambly, the former Maria Mitchell of London, who managed
Hambly’s Indian trading post during his frequent absences.
11. See Hambly’s journal entry for January 25, 1794, photostatic copy,
Lockey Collection, P. K. Yonge Library.
12. San Francisco de Potano, east of the Santa Fe River in northwest
Alachua County, a former Indian mission abandoned after the raids of
Governor James Moore of South Carolina in 1702-1704.
13. Or Hekopockee, cited by Joseph Purcell on his 1778 map as a “noted
Indian camping-place”; probably near the town of High Springs. See
Joseph Purcell’s “A Map of the Road from Pensacola in West Florida to
St. Augustine in East Florida,” PKY 523, P. K. Yonge Library.
14. The Santa Fe River.
15. Or Wachitokha, near Hildreth in Suwannee County. Weechatokame was
also applied to the Itchetucknee River, and some “Old Fields” near the
Itchetucknee Springs, but Hambly is probably referring to the Indian
town of that name near the confluence of the Itchetucknee and the
Santa Fe.
16. Probably near Branford.
17. Possibly the site marked by Purcell as “Cold Spring Old Fields,” apparently between Branford and Luraville, an area of several springs that
feed into the Suwannee. Purcell’s 1778 map (PKY 523).
18. Exactly where Hambly crossed is hard to determine with accuracy. It
very likely was between Luraville and Dowling Park, possibly at the
place later known as Charles Ferry.

Published by STARS, 1976

73

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1
64

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY
th

11 Early in the morning made a paddle & a raft. Went
over on the raft & got the Canoe still raining. crossed the river.
Set out traveld 25 miles & came to camp at San Pedros old
Fields— 19
12. th Set out early stopt to rest and dry my things being wet
20
from the rain crossed the assilleys after travelling 21 miles came
to camp with an Indian & his family
July 13. Set out early traveld about 25 miles & came to Michasookie21 about 3 in the a[f]ternoon but from the extreme heat of
the weather, and the quantity of flies, found my horses very
much Jaded— heavy rain
14 th

Waiting for fresh horses

15 th

Waiting for horses— heavy rain

16 th

Still at Mickasookie rain

17th Still as above
18 th Procured 2 fresh horses Set out about 10 OClock traveld
about 28 miles & came to camp
19 th Set out Early traveld about 12 miles crossd Great Okeelockaney22 & Stopt to rest— Set out again traveld about 18 miles
further and came to camp at Sundown on the side of a reedy
branch—
20th

Set out at Sunrise, traveld about 22 miles & came to the

19.

Purcell says of the San Pedro Old Fields “[they] bear the marks of once
having been large and flourishing Spanish settlements, strongly proved
by the ruins of Forts, Churches, and other buildings; the cannon and
Church Bells that are found lying about; the Broad Roads; and by the
remains of Causeways and Bridges that are to be seen to this day.”
Purcell’s 1778 map (PKY 523).
20. Aucilla River; Hambly probably crossed it near the town of Aucilla.
21. Mikasuki, etc., near the lake of the same name in Jefferson County, and
an important Seminole town; it may have had as many as 1,000 residents.
22. The Ochlockonee River. Hambly is now on the Harmonia, or upper
path, derived from the Lower Creek town of Hiamonee on the Ochlockonee.
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23

crossing place of Flint River about 2 in the afternoon an exceeding hot day. the horses Jaded staid all night
July 2l. st In the morning crossed Flint River and after Traveling about 27 miles came to Kinnairds24— found he was gone to
the Chehaws25 to see their Busk26— sent him a message that I was
at his house & wished to see him— at night recev.d an answer by
his Negroe that he wished me to come to him
22. d Went to the Chehaws, and by Kinnairds desire Explained the Governors letter or Talk to him & the whole Chehaw
people, they being assembled to celebrate their Busk or Green
Corn Feast, in the evening returned with Kinnaird to his housein the evening heavy rain
23d Waited at Kinnairds for a fresh horse and having inquired of him concerning any Talks that had been given in the
Govrs name— the annexed is his answer—
24th Set out from Kinnairds about 8 oClock heavy rain all
day after traveling about 40 miles came to camp on the west side
[of] Pattalley Creek— 27
July 25th Set out by day light traveld about 30 Miles & came to
the Cusitas28— it raining very hard. Staid at old Waneys29 untill
the rain was over as soon as the rain was over Crossed the rivers30
— Traveld about Six miles & got to the Broaken Arrow31 where
James Lovats Lives— when I was Informed that the Hallooing
23. Probably near Albany, Georgia.
24. Kinnairds town was on the north bank of Kinchafunee Creek, between
the Flint and Chattahoochee rivers.
25. The Chehaw villages were between the Auttosee and Opulthusee creeks
on the west bank of the Flint in Sumter County, Georgia. There were
three main towns— Amakalli, Hotatihuyana, and Chiahudshi.
26. Or púskita festival; for a description of the annual ceremony, see Albert
S. Gatschet, A Migration Legend of the Creek Indians, With a Linguistic,
Historic and Ethnographic Introduction (Philadelphia, 1884), 177-83.
27. Pataula Creek, a tributary of the Chattahoochee.
28. Kussetau, Kashita, etc., in Muscogee County, Georgia. Gatscbet describes
this town in Migration Legend, 133-34.
29. It is possible that “old Waney” is Juan Antonio Sandoval, a Guachinanga
who had lived among the Creeks at Casistas for more than thirty years.
A Waney Tony, who may have been his mestizo son, twice sought employment with the St. Augustine governor as an interpreter in the 1790s.
30. The Chattahoochee.
31. The Creek town of Cowetau Tallauhassee, Kawita Talahassi, etc.
32. Trader James Lovet, whom Hawkins described as “of some activity;

Published by STARS, 1976

75

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1
66

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

King was gone to the Oseutchies33 to dispatch M.r John Galpin34
who had been sent up to the Nation by Governor White35 concerning some mischief that some of the Utchies36 had had been
guilty of about Pensacola— & whom they promised to punish as
soon as they could find out who they were
26.th The Coweta Warrior sent a Messenger to the Hallooing
King to let him know that I was arriv.d who sent back word that
he wished me to come to him at the Oseutchies while here I was
Informed by an Indian who had been down on the Ockoney37
that Gn.l Clarke 38 had moved over the Indian Line39 with a
Number of men & was on their side of a Creek named Chulla
Puchka — that him & another who was with him endeavourd to
see what thier numbers might be & to try to get some of their
horses which they found impracticable— as their w[a]ggons were
all drawn up in a circle and at night their horses were all tied
within this circle of waggons, & that outside the waggons they
kept large fires all night— and in the day time they keept Centrys
all round them besides a number of men on horse back who
scoured the Country for some distance round which made these
two Indians afraid to go about much in in the day time but that
one day they crept thru the Swamp along the bank of the creek
& saw Several white women in the creek washing cloaths— this
makes the Indians very uneasy & as I hear they have sent down

33.
34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.

illiterate, without much regard for truth.” List of “Traders in the Upper
Creeks,” in “Letters of Benjamin Hawkins, 1796-1806,” Collections of
the Georgia Historical Society, 10 vols. (Savannah, 1840- ? ), IX, 171.
Oswitchee town in Russell County, Alabama; also known as Ooseuchee,
etc.
Galphin was later a United States Creek agent and interpreter for
Hawkins and had worked with James Seagrove also.
Enrique White, commandant at Pensacola, 1793-1796. He succeeded
Quesada at St. Augustine in 1796, and served as governor of East Florida
until his death in 1811.
Uchees or Yuchis, a tribe allied and associated with the Creeks, although
differing in language and customs. Their principal town was Yuchi, between Cowetau Tallauhassee and Osachees. They were a constant source
of trouble to the Spaniards at Pensacola and Mobile, whose cattle
ranches they frequently raided.
Oconee River, a tributary of the Altamaha.
Georgia militia Major-General Elijah Clarke, whose frequent filibustering
expeditions against the Spaniards in East Florida and into the Creek
territory, in part prompted Hambly’s mission.
In 1790 the Oconee River became the boundary between the Creeks and
the state of Georgia.
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40
to the Governor of Georgia to know what he means by incroaching on their lands & thier taking Supplys Coming [to] them at
the same time that they tell them that they wish for peace & want
to know from him whether they realy mean peace or war— here I
was also Informed that some time in Feby last— a few days after
42
I saw Seagrove41 in the Tuckabatchies that a party of the
43
Tallasie Indians went over the River to where Seagrove lived
while in the Nation run him out of his bed from a young Indian
Lady he had had with him in his shirt and drove him & his
Servant into a pond of water up to thier necks & plunderd his
house of what ever they wanted— that after the fray was over his
lady with a Torch of light-wood in one hand and his breeches in
the other went to look for him, & at last found him almost per44
ished to death with cold— which I Imagine was the reason of
his calling the Indians together so precipitately— as he did in
order to get out out of the Nation as quick as he could for at the
Gen.l Meeting that was held at the Tuckabatchis it was there
45
agreed by Cap.t Oliver the Spanish Commissioner [,] Seagrove
& the Head men then present— that in the Spring of the Year—
when he Seagrove had got an answer from Gen.l Washinton that
there should be a Gen.l Meeting of the four Nations Viz— Chactaws Chickasaws Creeks & Cherokees— aid by which time Capt
Oliver who was gone to New Orleans46 would be returned, who
was also to be present in the room of which he only assembled a

40. George Matthews, who, under pressure from the federal government,
eventually broke up Clarke’s trans-Oconee settlements in September. In
1812 Matthews himself led an expedition into Spanish Florida.
41. James Seagrove, United States Agent of Indian Affairs of the Southern
Department.
42. An Upper Creek town on the west bank of the Tallapoosa River, also
known as Tookaubatchee, etc.
43. Probably Creeks from Tallasie Tallahassee, across the Tallapoosa from
Tuckabatchies.
44. The story may have been partially true. Albert Pickett relates the same
story minus the “young Indian Lady.” Albert James Pickett, History of
Alabama, and Incidentally of Georgia and Mississippi, From the Earliest
Period, 3rd ed., 2 vols. (Charleston, 1851), II, 148.
45. Captain Pedro D’Erneville Olivier, Spanish commissioner to Creeks since
1792, and later commandant at Mobile (1795-1798), and commander of
the troops sent from New Orleans to retake San Marcos de Apalache
from William Bowles in 1800.
46. However, Seagrove reported Olivier left Tuckabatchies on November 29.
1793, for his residence in Little Tallasee. Seagrove to Secretary of War,
November 30, 1793, American State Papers: Indian Affairs, 2 vols. (Washington, 1832-1834), I, 471-72. Olivier seems to have been in Wetonka
throughout December. See his letters to White in Papeles de Cuba,
legajo 207-B, microfilmed photostats in P. K. Yonge Library.
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few of the chiefs of the Creeks only in Capt Olivers absence and
left the Nation (Here I was also Informed, that George Welbank,
Bowles’s Second, and who said, as usual, that he was come from
Fort DeTroit; but I suppose no further than the Chirokee Nation, had gone up to the Upper Euphalies, in the upper Creeks
in pursuit of some horses that had been stolen from him, as he
said— where he found the Indians drunk, and he got drunk among
them, when, on his return to his camp, a half breed, named
Lesslie47— (Son of a white Man that goes by the name of great
footed Lesslie) followed him, & said, he was a Virginia man (a
name they give to al Americans) and that he would knock him in
the head, & accordingly came up with him, & knocked out his
brains, with a lightwod Not, and left him to be devoured by
Vermin)— in the evening went to the Oseutchies— but beeing late
the hearing of the Governors Talk was put off untill next day—
27 th Sent for the Cusita King who promised to be down the
next day
28th Explained the Governors Talk to the Hallooing King
[and] the Chiefs but did not receive an answer, as they said they
had not seen the Gov.rs former Talk by me & wished the Cusita
King to be present who had seen & heard it, & sent an answer to
it, but he however did not come according to promise—
July 29 th The Cusita King not coming he having been stopt
from coming as I heard afterwards by the Cusita Warrior I receivd an Answer from the Hallooing King which is annexed
30th

Staid at M.r John Galpins to rest my horse

31.st Left M.r Galphins— crossed above the Pwocachocoles48
& came to a little village on Hannay Hatchey49 or Creek it being
very rainey weather staid all night—
47. There were several white men among the Creeks named Leslie, including a trader at Euffaula Hatchee on the Coosa River named James
Lessle, who had a half-breed son named Daniel Lessly. Hawkins to John
Sevier, April 6, 1797; “Letters of Benjamin Hawkins,” 115.
48. A principal Lower Creek town, whose name Hawkins renders as
“Palachooclee,” located on the west bank of the Chattahoochee. List of
“Traders in the Upper Creeks,” “Letters of Benjamin Hawkins,” 171.
49. Hannahachee Creek, which enters the Chattahoochee just below Spring
Grove, Georgia.
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st

Aug. 1.
Left the above Village crossed Pattaley Creek & came
to camp at Mossey Creek50
2.d Came to Kinnairds about 10 oClock, found him drunk,
he shewed me an exact Copy of the Gov.rs Last Talk by me, written by a young man of the name of John Wier, and directed on
the back to M.r Barnet51 (Commissary from the Americans in the
Creek Nation) and which he said he did because the Americans
said that the Spaniards were allways Setting the Indians on them
& that this would convince them that it was not true— al[s]o a
letter from Mr Panton52 to him of which the anexed is a true
Copy
Aug.t 3d Kinnaird beeing drunk yesterday could not get an
answer from him to the Govrs Letter as he was sick to day
4th receivd Kinnairds answer to the Gov.rs Letter set out &
crossed Flint River. staid there all night. fair weather but exceeding warm—
5 t h Left Flint River about 10 OClock having waited for an
Indian to come with me but finding that some Chehaw Indians
were gone on before me. I was dubious that they meant to take a
horse from me that I had hired at Mickasooki & which seemed to
53
54
be in dispute turned off & took the path for James Burgess’s
at sundown came to camp on the bank of the river
50. Perhaps a tributary of the Ichawaynochaway.
51. Timothy Barnard, assistant to Seagrove and later to Hawkins. He and
his sons had several trading posts along the Flint River, north of the
Chehaw villages.
52. William Panton was the head of the firm for which Hambly often
worked as a storekeeper and cattle-drover. Panton’s headquarters was in
Pensacola. He worked assiduously to maintain the Creek alliance with
the Spaniards and to counter American influence among the Indians.
His trade among the Indians ranged from the Chickasaws along the
Mississippi to the Seminoles on the St. Johns in East Florida.
53. The Indian chiefs Mad Dog and Peck Cornel, perhaps prompted by
American agents, later attempted to make an international incident of
Hambly’s horses. On June 1, 1795, they wrote the governor of St. Augustine that Hambly’s horses had been stolen from Americans on the St.
Marys River (implying the theft was by Indians encouraged by Spain),
and demanded their return. Papeles de Cuba, legajo 1438, photostats on
microfilm, P. K. Yonge Library, roll 26.
54. James Burges was an Indian trader, interpreter, and agent for both the
Spaniards and Americans among the Indians on the lower Flint. His
family had trading posts on that river and the Apalachicola for generations. R. S. Cotterill, The Southern Indians: The Story of the Civil-
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th

Set out at sun rise about 11 OClock Stopt to rest the
Aug. 6.
horses, in the evening got to M.r James Burgess’s
7. th Staid all day— when he told me that having been at the
Cusitas in the Spring he made some enquirys about the murder
of M.r Hueston,55 and that he heard in a private way that a long
while back three Indians coming from the Havana were thrown
overboard and drowned, that afterward they heard that the Cap.t
of the Vessel was put to death for this but that no Satisfaction
had ever been given for the other two & that the murder of this
man should and ought to go in ball.ce of this old debt—
Aug.t 8th Left M.r Burgess’s about 8 OClock, Stopt about 11
oClock to rest, a heavy rain, as soon as the rain was over set out
again at sun down came to camp, rain most part of the night—
9.th Set out early. Crossed Okeelockaney (or Yellow Water)
56
Stopt near the Great Gun to rest. Set out again & after having
swimmed in two different places which are passab[l]e at most
times without, but from the late heavy rains were now Swiming
arrived at M.r Leslies57 near S.t Marks appalachy58 ab[o]ut 9
oClock at night
10.th at Mr. Leslie’s, drying our Saddles &ca a hot fever at
night—
11.th

as the preceeding day— ague & fever at night—

12.th Waited on the Com.te59 at Fort St Mark at Appalachie

55.
56.

57.
58.
59.

ized Tribes Before Removal (Norman, 1954) 127, describes him as a
“half-blood,” but James Aiken, who probably knew him, referred to him
in 1793 as “a white man” “James Aiken’s Deposition,” May 3, 1793,
American State Papers: Indian Affairs, I, 390-91.
John Houston, a prominent Florida settler on the St. Marys, had been
murdered by the Indian Micko Ketocksey in 1793.
An unexplained and fascinating reference. Although Hambly clearly
writes “Gun,“ there is a possibility he was referring to a large sweetgum
tree. There are two Gum Creeks in West Florida, but neither on
Hambly’s present route.
Robert Leslie, brother of John, a partner in the Panton, Leslie firm.
Hambly often worked with Robert on company business and was staying
with him when they both died early in 1798.
San Marcos de Apalache, a Spanish military outpost reestablished in
1787 to prevent illicit trade between the Creeks and the English from
Providence in the Bahamas.
Captain Diego de Vegas.
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— who said he wished to write by me, in the evening reced the
Com.te Letters— fever at night
Aug.t 13.th Left Appalachie, about 11 oClock. Stopt to rest the
horses— Set out again— but finding myself very ill came to camp
in the afternoon a Violent fever all night—
14. th Set out early, Stopt on a reedy branch to rest— in the
evening got to Mickasookie fever at night as usual
15th waiting for my horses that I left here as I went along—
in the afternoon got two of them the other being sick as they
said— violent fever at night—
16. th Left Mickasookie about 10 OClock traveld about 6
miles when came on a very heavy rain 12 miles further & came to
camp to dry our Cow hyde it beeing impossible to cross the
Assilleys unless the hyde is perfectly dry— fever all night as usual
Aug.t 17.th Set out early crossed the Assilleys which were very
high— and after entering San Pedro’s Swamp, came on a most
Tremendous storm of wind & rain, attended with Thunder &
Lightning— The Thunder & Lighning were so very quick & Sharp
that it was with the greatest difficulty the horses could be made
to keep the path got thro the swamp & came to camp at Sundown
in San Pedro’s old fields— fever at night
18.th Set out early crossed Ohtupa Oclecofka or Broaken
Bridge Creek60 stopt to rest dry our Blankets &ca— Set out again
crossed Sawanney River at Sundown & came to camp on the East
Side. fever at night as usual—
19. th

Set out early passed the old Field61— about 10 oClock

60. Purcell’s 1778 map shows two places between San Pedro Old Fields and
the Suwannee where there were remains of bridges. H. S. Tanner’s 1823
map shows a Bridge River, but west of the San Pedro area. Purcell’s
Bridge River is midway between the Aucilla and the Suwannee. Both
the Fenholloway and Econfina rivers are derived from Creek words
meaning bridge (Feno, Fena) and Hambly may be referring to the
Econfina or one of its tributaries near Sampala Pond, in San Pedro
Swamp. Purcell’s 1778 map (PKY 523); H. S. Tanner, “Map of Florida,”
PKY 251, P. K. Yonge Library.
61. Purcell’s Cold Spring Old Fields in Suwannee County.
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Stopt to rest— not being able to ride further from weakness & the
heat of the weather— Set out again & came to camp at Sun Down
about three miles from where you leave Sawanney River62 fever
at night as usual
Aug.t 20th Set out early— Stopt at Weechatookamey to rest. a
heavy rain. The Indian picked a few blk figs— Set out after the
rain crossed Santa Fee & came to camp at Etto Puckey— a small
fever at night
21 t Set out at Sunrise & Stopt at San Francisco to rest— not
being able to ride further from the Extreme heat of the weather
— Set out again & came to Lachua after night, where I was Informed that James Lewis left this, this afternoon accompanied by
an Indian from hence for the bay of Tampa— 63 a small fever at
night
22 d waiting for my horses that I left here as I went along—
23 d not likely to get my horses set out about 9 oClock— the
horses beeing nearly tired came to camp in the afternoon about
4 miles from Fish Creek—
Aug.t 24th Set out early. Stopt to rest the horses Set out again.
but the horses beeing all tired came to camp about 4 in the evening rain all night—
25.th Set out, about 10 oClock the horses gave out Stopt to
rest them Set out again & came to San Fernandos in the afternoon
26.th Crossed St Johns River at Picolata about 2 in the afternoon & came to camp between M.r Leslies old Cowpen and
Turnbuls Swamp64 showery afternoon
62. Probably northwest of Branford, where State Road 240 turns toward
O’Brien.
63. James Lewis carried mail from St. Augustine to Tampa Bay, where boats
were stationed to communicate with Cuba. A direct sea voyage from St.
Augustine to Havana was extremely dangerous because of numerous
French privateers.
64. Leslie’s cowpen was near the source of Six Mile Creek, and Turnbull’s
Swamp is part of Twelve Mile Swamp, between Picolata and St. Augustine, on the Old Spanish Road.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol55/iss1/1

82

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 55, Number 1
T HE D IARY
th

OF

73

JOHN H AMBLY
t

27.
Set out and arrived in S. Augustine about 10 oClock in
the Fornoon—
JOHN HAMBLY

Published by STARS, 1976

83

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1

FLORIDA HISTORY IN PERIODICALS
This selected bibliography includes scholarly articles in the
fields of Florida history, archeology, geography, and anthropology
published in state, regional, and national periodicals in 1975.
Articles, notes and documents which have appeared in the
Florida Historical Quarterly are not included in this listing since
they appear in the annual index of each volume. The present
listing also includes articles appearing in journals not published
on schedule and which were not included in the list published in
the July 1975 issue of the Quarterly.
BORLAND, HAL, “The Memorable Bartrams,” American Heritage
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BULLEN, RIPLEY P., “Implications from Some Florida Deposits
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South Florida,” Fiesta Magazine: Life on Florida’s Gold
Coast (March), 12-13, 50-51.
DE VORSEY, LOUIS, JR., “A Colorful Resident. of British Saint
Augustine, William Gerard De Brahm,” El Escribano (January), 1-23.
FRADKIN, ARLENE, “‘Christian Science: A Religion and A Way of
Life [in Tallahassee],” Florida Anthropologist (September),
117-22.
FRAZIER, JAMES C., “The Samuel Touchett Plantation, 1773,”
Tequesta, 75-88.
FRETWELL, MARK E., “Daniel Boone in Florida,” El Escribano
(July), 100-11.
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(September), 96-116.
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El Escribano (July), 81-99.
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(February), 345-61.
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Journal of Mississippi History (February), 1-40.
HEMMINGS, E. THOMAS, “An Archaeological Survey of the South
Prong of the Alafia River, Florida,“, Florida Anthropologist (June), 41-51.
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Valley, Florida,” Florida Anthropologist (December),
141-58.
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------, “Juan de la Villebeuvre: Spain’s Commandant of Natchez
During the American Revolution,” Journal of Mississippi
History (February), 97-129.
------, “The Role of Blacks in Spanish Alabama: The Mobile
District, 1780-1813,” Alabama Historical Quarterly
(Spring), 5-18.
HUNT, RON, “Problematical Stone Find,” Florida Anthropologist
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HUNTER, DONALD G., “Functional Analyses of Poverty Point Clay
Objects,” Florida Anthropologist (June), 57-71.
JENKINS, NED J., “The Wheeler Series and Southeastern Prehistory,” Florida Anthropologist (March), 17-26.
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(May), 26-27, 34-36.
LAZARUS, YULEE W., “Another Ceramic Chungke from the Florida
Panhandle,” Florida Anthropologist (September), 123-24.
------, AND ROBERT J. FORNARO, “Fort Walton Temple Mound
(80K6M): Further Test Excavations, De Pauw 1973,”
Florida Anthropologist (December), 159-77.
MCCARTHY, JOE, “The Man Who Invented Miami Beach [Carl
Fisher],” American Heritage (December), 64-71, 100-01.
MOWERS, BERT, WILMA WILLIAMS, MARK GREENE, AND WESLEY
COLEMAN, “The Arch Creek Site, Dade County,” Florida
Anthropologist (March), 1-13.
MURRAY, MICHAEL D., “Wallace and the Media: The 1972 Florida Primary,” Southern Speech Communication Journal
(Summer), 429-40.
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Letters From a Prisoner at Fort Pickens,” Pensacola Historical Society Quarterly (Summer/Fall), 1-44.
PARKS, ARVA MOORE, “Miami in 1876,” Tequesta, 89-145.
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Anthropologist (December), 190-91.
REY, AMPARO, “A Rebellion’s Innocent Bystander [Manuel Solana
of St. Augustine],” El Escribano (July), 112-19.
ROBERTS, GARY L., “The Chief of State and the Chief [George
Washington and Alexander McGillivray],” American
Heritage (October), 28-33, 86-89.
SHOFNER, JERRELL H., “Negro Laborers and the Forest Industries
in Reconstruction Florida,” Journal of Forest History (October), 180-91.
S TRAIGHT , W ILLIAM M., “Killer ‘Canes and Medical Care,”
Journal of the Florida Medical Association (August), 35-42.
VICKERS, ELIZABETH, “A Summer On Deer Point,” Pensacola Historical Society Quarterly (Spring), 13-27.
VON BURGER, D. L., “Carved Fossil Bone from Volusia County,
Florida,” Florida Anthropologist (March), 38-40.
WALTHALL, JOHN A., “Ceramic Figurines, Porter Hopewell, and
Middle Woodland Interaction,” Florida Anthropologist
(September), 125-40.
WARING, JOSEPH I., ed., “Letter of William Henry Timrod [September 26, 1836, while fighting Seminoles],” South Carolina Historical Magazine (October), 232-33.
WHITE, DAVID H., “The Indian Policy of Juan Vicente Folch,
Governor of Spanish Mobile, 1787-1792,” Alabama Review
(October), 260-75.
WIEDENMANN, F. W., “North Florida Courthouse Survey,” Florida
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Council on Abandoned Military Posts] (Winter 1974-75),
2-20.
WOOD, VIRGINIA STEELE, “James Keen’s Journal of a Passage from
Philadelphia to Blackbeard Island, Georgia for Live Oak
Timber, 1817-1818,” American Neptune (October), 227-47.
WRIGHT, SCHEFEEL H., “Medicine in the Florida Camps During
the Spanish American War: Great Controversies,” Journal
of the Florida Medical Association (August), 19-26.
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Florida in the American Revolution. By J. Leitch Wright, Jr.
(Gainesville: The University Presses of Florida, 1975. xvi, 194
pp. Foreword, preface, illustrations, epilogue, notes, bibliographical essay, index. $7.50.)
The Florida Bicentennial Commission is to be commended
not only for recognizing the need for a comprehensive onevolume history of the state’s role in the American Revolution, but
also for selecting Profesor J. Leitch Wright, Jr., to perform the
assignment. A recognized scholar in the field, Wright gives us an
admirable book, readable and informative, based on a judicious
combination of secondary accounts and primary sources. His
assignment was not an easy one, for there were two Floridas, not
one, during this period of British rule from 1763 to 1783— East
Florida and West Florida, each with its own peculiar characteristics. Moreover, the Floridas contained a bewildering assortment
of peoples: whites, blacks, and Indians; Spanish, French, English,
and Minorcans; Protestants, Catholics, and Jews. Wright underscores this diversity with a very proper and illuminating use of
historical imagination. He asks that we pretend to journey with
him through these provinces, beginning at the Altamaha River in
Georgia, proceeding to St. Augustine, later reaching Pensacola,
and eventually arriving at Natchez on the Mississippi, a distance
of 1,000 miles.
If the Floridas were for all the above reasons difficult for
Britain to govern and administer, it is equally clear why Floridians, with few exceptions, showed no interest in the revolutionary
movements in the British colonies to the north. Lacking cohesiveness and internal unity, to say nothing of representative political
institutions, Englishmen in that sun-drenched portion, of the
empire were heavily dependent upon the Crown and Parliament
for defense and financial support. Quite obviously the Floridas
were vulnerable in a military sense, although the American revolutionists could never spare the men and resources to mount a
major offensive against East Florida. Spain, however, after entering the war in 1779, was able to gobble up most of West Florida,
[79]

Published by STARS, 1976

89

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1
80

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

thanks in large part to her energetic governor of Louisiana,
Bernardo de Gálvez, whose forces captured over a two-year period
Manchac, Baton Rouge, Natchez, Mobile, and Pensacola. Consequently Spain strengthened her claim to regain the Floridas during the peacemaking in 1782-1783.
In relating these developments, Wright does not neglect the
part of personalities (which on the British side, often clashed
because of an absence of clear-cut jurisdictional responsibilities):
Brigadier General Augustine Prevost, Indian Superintendent
John Stuart, and Governors Patrick Tonyn of East Florida and
Peter Chester of West Florida. Unlike most students of southern
Indians in the Revolution, Wright maintains that from the beginning Stuart was ready to employ the tribesmen in warfare
against the patriots. Perhaps so, although one would like to see
more evidence on this point. In any event, Florida in the American Revolution will be read with profit by both laymen and
scholars.
University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill

D ON H IGGINBOTHAM

The Funnel of Gold. By Mendel Peterson. (Boston: Little, Brown
and Company, 1975. xi, 481 pp. Acknowledgments, illustrations, epilogue, chapter references, bibliography, index.
$15.00.)
Mendel Peterson, former director of the Smithsonian Institution’s underwater exploration program, wrote one of the pioneer
treatises on marine archeology, History Under the Sea. Over
many years he has done active field work in the Florida Keys, in
Bermuda, and around the world. Now, in The Funnel of Gold,
Peterson has written a work of broad historical scope. After reviewing the Columbus and Cortés expeditions, he sets the course
of his narrative towards the Spanish maritime system and upon
those— pirates or otherwise— who challenged Spain’s New World
enterprise.
One of Peterson’s great strengths is his apt use of contemporary materials. Extracts from Jean Ribault’s The Whole
and True Discoverye of Terra Florida, Laudonnière’s L’Histoire
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Notable, the Memoir of Fontaneda, Piet Heyn’s Journal, Vazquez
de Espinosa’s Tratado Verdadero del Viage . . . de 1622, and
Thomas Gage’s irreverent and engaging The English-American
lend immediacy and freshness to the book.
Of particular interest to Florida historians is the chapter,
“Lutheran Infection and Catholic Cure,” which deals with the
French-Spanish clash of 1565 and De Gourgues’s 1568 raid. The
familiar story of Fort Caroline, Matanzas, and resulting French
revenge is fully and entertainingly told, as Peterson relies on
good and standard sources. It might be stated, however, that one
of Ribault’s small vessels did survive the storm of September
1565, and that the De Gourgues assault was not the last French
attempt upon Florida; they also sent expeditions in 1577 and in
1580.
Mendel Peterson also does Florida history service in his
chapter, “Two Lost Treasure Fleets.” He presents a comprehensive narrative of the 1715 and 1733 fleet disasters based directly upon primary material from the Archive of the Indies.
Some of this material appears in print for the first time.
After describing other famous shipwrecks and recounting the
story of Piet Heyn’s seizure of the Spanish silver fleet in 1628,
Peterson describes shipwreck and salvage in Bermuda, one of his
favorite areas. The book ends with a portrayal of the careers of
a number of notorious buccaneers and pirates. The whole work
is replete with detail about naval arms and ship construction,
the varieties of bullion shipped from the Indies, and a comprehensive analysis of other vital cargoes. It is tastefully and profusely illustrated. In sum: a vivid and most readable book.
Vero Beach, Florida

EUGENE LYON

The Sea Shell Islands: A History of Sanibel and Captiva. By
Elinore M. Dormer. (New York: Vantage Press, 1975. vi, 210
pp. Preface, acknowledgments, introduction, illustrations, bibliography, index. $5.95.)
The doom of the Sea Shell islands— Sanibel and Captiva— as a
retreat for naturalists, conservationists, and others simply trying
to escape the tumult and tension of everyday urban living, was
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virtually sealed in 1963 by the opening of the bridge-causeway
linking them with the mainland. Henceforth access and exit
would be easy, and the visitor would be neither impeded nor
discouraged by a slow-moving ferryboat which ceased its runs by
early evening. More important, it opened the islands to encroachments of “land developers” and their political cronies on
public committees ready and eager, in the name of progress, to
alter, perhaps even to destroy, the ecological and social quality
of island life. Elinore M. Dormer is one of many persons gravely
concerned about the future of the Shell Islands, and her book,
which closes with a lament for the fate of these islands, is a
noteworthy addition to the growing literature on Southwest
Florida.
Mrs. Dormer has known these islands since childhood, and she
has written about them with fondness and nostalgia. And yet her
book is much more than a memoir. In preparation for the writing she read extensively in the studies of the archeologists and
anthropologists as well as travel accounts of the post-Columbian
explorers who touched their shores. From such materials, in addition to nineteenth- and twentieth-century records, she attempts
to construct the story of Southwest Florida from prehistoric times
to the present. Although Sanibel and Captiva occupy the center
of her stage, she has roamed far afield, most notably in her investigation of the Calusa Indians, which was in itself a challenging enterprise. The most valuable parts of the book are those
relating to the last 100 years, for which the sources are more complete and for which local family history and her own recollections provide a substantial fabric. In writing of the recent decades her style becomes somewhat chatty and colloquial. Mrs.
Dormer admits that for the earlier centuries, when the facts
were missing, she has permitted herself a “few flights of fancy”
and now and then an “assumption.”
This book is to be read with enjoyment and profit by anyone
seeking an overview of this enchanting part of Florida’s coast.
The author’s literary style is fluid and easy. The illustrations by
Ann Winterbotham are excellent. The commentary on persons
of note sojourning on the islands will be read with interest. The
tribute to J. N. “Ding” Darling and others who labored so long
and diligently for the preservation of the island wildlife will be
gratifying to those who visit the refuge which bears his name.
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Most readers will regret, however, that no map or chart has been
provided. Names such as Panther Key, Mound Key, and Wulfert
simply do not appear on the ordinary road map.
Since this comment will find its way into a journal devoted to
historical scholarship, it must be stated that Mrs. Dormer has not
addressed her book primarily to the professional historian and
anthropologist. Omitting the paraphernalia normally found in
scholarly writings she has left the reader to locate, if he can, the
sources which she quotes. A bibliography is appended, but page
references are not provided. A few errors which should have been
detected at the proof sheet stage have remained. For example, one
finds “William Barton” for William Bartram (p. 68), “cemetary”
for cemetery (p. 101), “periouges” for pirogues (p. 110). On page
203 there appears “Goggin, John M., op. cit.” although no other
Goggin opus has been cited. On page 103 it is said of Pierre LaFitte, “it is sure that he is buried in New Orleans,” but a note on
the same page tells us that “He died of natural causes in 1844
and was buried in St. Louis.”
University of Florida

E. A. HAMMOND

The Education of Black People in Florida. By J. Irving E. Scott.
(Philadelphia: Dorrance & Company, 1974. 145 pp. Foreword,
acknowledgments, introduction, appendix, notes. $5.95.)
There is a need for a definitive history of black education in
Florida, but unfortunately, this book does not appear to be it.
Although the work perfunctorily touches the high points of
Negro education in the century between the Civil War and the
Civil Rights Act of 1965, it lacks any in-depth analysis of the
sociopolitical variables underlying the policy decisions affecting
a newly-freed population. Moreover, there is virtually no discussion of the Freedmen’s Bureau schools, the “Yankee school
marms” sent by northern missionary and philanthropic groups
to teach blacks, and the role of black politicians in formulating
the educational policies of the state during the Reconstruction
Era. The chapter offering brief vignettes of the educational funds
established by northern philanthropists is disjointed and leaves
the reader unsure of their total impact.
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By the author’s own admission this work relies heavily on
two reports which are quoted extensively: A Report of the Negro
Schools of Duval County in 1941 by R. A. Vinson, and A Brief
Review of the Development of Negro Schools in Florida 1927-62
by D. E. Williams. It is difficult to tell how familiar the author
is with the works of Joe Richardson, Jerrell Shofner, and others
who have written extensively of the black experience in Florida.
The lack of a bibliography and paucity of footnotes severely
limits the book’s usefulness to serious scholars, while the shortsightedness of the publisher in not requiring an index is totally
inexcusable and a disservice to the author.
Nevertheless, the foregoing criticisms should not be taken to
imply that the work is totally without merit. On the contrary, it
offers a significant account of the growing militancy among black
teachers in Florida during the 1940s and their successful legal
struggle to achieve equal salary schedules. The author played a
key role in the black teachers’ organization, The Florida State
Teachers Association, and offers an insider’s unique perspective
on the events of that period. One might almost wish that the
entire book had been devoted to a fuller development of that
theme. This account will be a benchmark for future historians.
In the final chapters of this brief work Scott discusses the
progress and prospects of school integration in Florida. He finds
it a hopeful sign that “Florida was the first southern state to have
all districts in official compliance with the Civil Rights Act of
1965,” and only 8.4 per cent of black students still attend segregated schools. In spite of “white flight” and sporadic violence
between the races, he found that by 1971-1972 desegregation of
pupils in Florida schools was approaching totality, and concludes that “whether or not integration works is dependent upon
the attitude of both the white people and the Negroes.” The real
significance of this book is its testimony to the author’s faith in
the efficacy of integrated education, and his total commitment to
that end throughout a distinguished career.
Florida Atlantic University
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A History of the Old South: The Emergence of a Reluctant
Nation. Third edition. By Clement Eaton. (New York: Macmillan Publishing, Inc., 1975. ix, 544 pp. Preface, notes, illustrations, selected bibliography, index. $11.95.)
The first two editions of this book, published in 1949 and
1966, were splendid. This one is even better. If one were to assign just one book for college students in the course in History
of the Old South, it would assuredly be this volume. Indeed, on
reading this latest edition this reviewer wonders if this book
would not make a better reading assignment for students than
any four of five of the paper-backs available. That is not to
categorize A History of the Old South as a textbook; it “covers”
the history of the South from Jamestown to Fort Sumter, but it
does not “trace” the history of the South in textbook fashion.
Eaton does not let his presentation be too impeded by chronology. His chapters cover whole subjects from beginning to end.
For example, “The Creoles Become Southerners” starts with
LaSalle’s exploration of the Mississippi in 1682, continues
through the French and Spanish periods, and the Louisiana
Purchase and Burr Conspiracy, and concludes with an assessment
of the Creoles’contributions to the southern civilization.
A new chapter, “The Middle Class and the Disadvantaged,”
tells about the yeomen farmers, the villagers and city mechanics,
and the poor whites and agricultural laborers of the antebellum
South. It is especially successful in presenting a realistic picture
of the life of the yeomen, their work, their amusements, their
attitudes, and their worldly goods. In this new chapter, and
throughout his book, Professor Eaton completely avoids the
“pitfall” he alerts himself against in his preface: “The pitfall
. . . of writing in sociological and psychological jargon and
cliches, which . . . dehumanize history.” Humanizing history is
one of Eaton’s very strong points. He does it, in large part, by
telling the reader the names and circumstances of real people,
poor, lower-class, “ordinary” people. Many writers would merely
generalize about such “unhistorical” persons, but Eaton makes
his history live by telling who they were and what they did.
Because Eaton makes this book so readable it would also be
the first book this reviewer would recommend to the “general
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reader” who might be interested in learning more about the history and culture of the Old South.
University of Florida

GEORGE R. BENTLEY

Origins of a Southern Mosaic: Studies of Early Carolina and
Georgia. By Clarence L. Ver Steeg. (Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 1975. xiii, 152 pp. Foreword, preface, figures,
notes, index. $6.00.)
In the three Lamar Memorial Lectures delivered at Mercer
University in March 1974, Clarence L. Ver Steeg, noted Northwestern University historian, expounded his theory that the
southern colonies developed very differently from those of the
North. To him the area south of Pennsylvania, excluding Maryland and Virginia for special reasons, “stands in stark contrast”
to the North. The four essays from which the lectures were drawn
have been published as the Origins of a Southern Mosciic: Studies
of Early Carolina and Georgia. Three essays, two political and
one socioeconomic, deal with the Carolinas, and the fourth with
early Georgia. The author appears convinced there may have
been a “quilt-like mosaic” or pattern to the origins of the
“American South”; hence the title.
A study of the administrations of six Carolina governors in
the 1690s emphasizes basic differences between the proprietors in
England and the colonists as to who set policy in governing the
colony under the Fundamental Constitutions. This led to numerous debates in the new Common House of the Assembly over
interpreting the Fundamental Constitutions, preparations against
Spanish incursions, land ownership, Indian trade, and the
Anglican Church as an established institution. The first quarter
of the eighteenth century witnessed increased contention over
relations of the Albemarle settlers and the governing bodies in
Charleston and the heated contest between English-Anglicans
and the Dissenters over control of the Common House of the
Assembly.
In describing the growth of the plantation system in South
Carolina, Professor Ver Steeg stresses the almost complete absence of records concerning black slavery prior to 1720. By piec-
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ing together scraps of evidence he concludes that the earliest
colonists from the Caribbean islands brought their servants with
them. The plantation system was restricted to the coast and began
to thrive when the demand for naval stores increased as the importance of deerskins decreased. This new export convinced the
Crown of the importance of the colony within the imperial economy.
The earliest Georgia settlers were drawn from several groups,
(not released debtors), each with special interests. The author
identifies them as “servants” of the trustees, a few Irish convicts
purchased by General Oglethorpe, Moravians, Jews, Salzburgers,
and a mish-mash of adventurers, some gentlemen and some not.
Their divergent interests were in part responsible for the lack
of expected prosperity and for the ultimate regaining of colonial
control by the Crown in 1752. Ver Steeg sees no “grand design”
agreed to in advance by the trustees, Oglethorpe and English
mercantile interests, but he does identify the lack of local government as a legacy of the trustee period.
Whether Ver Steeg’s proposition that special enclaves in the
South really formed his “quilt-like mosaic,” may be challenged or
strengthened by research being carried on into the career of
General Oglethorpe and into the earliest years of South Carolina.
University of Georgia

RICHARD K. MURDOCH

The British at the Gates: The New Orleans Campaign in the War
of 1812. By Robin Reilly. (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons,
1974. 379 pp. Acknowledgements, introduction, maps, illustrations, notes and references, bibliography, index. $10.00.)
The British at the Gates is primarily an account of the Louisiana campaign during the War of 1812. The author is an Englishman, who, although not a professional historian, is trained in
military history and writes very well. Many historians of the
British attack in New Orleans have been criticized because they
present the reader with a narrative which is utterly unrelated to
the rest of the War of 1812. In contrast Reilly’s work spends too
much time describing the background, and after 175 pages the
reader wonders if he will ever reach the attack on New Orleans.

Published by STARS, 1976

97

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1
88

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Actually Reilly has almost produced another general history of
the War of 1812.
The author’s account of the naval battle of New Orleans is
very well done as is the entire land campaign, especially from
the British side. Reilly seems to feel that the key to the English
defeat was the loss of the battle on January 1, 1815, when their
artillery failed to breach the American lines. Pakenham, Reilly
believes, mismanaged the whole assault, and should have certainly secured the west bank of the Mississippi before the attack
on January 8. However, General Lambert was wise to withdraw
after the defeat on the east bank, since the circumstances made it
especially dangerous to divide his army.
In contrast the author seems to feel that Jackson’s defense of
New Orleans was superior, and that Jackson was probably the
ablest general in North America. Reilly does not follow Fortescue’s thesis and blame Admiral Cochrane for a foolish attack on
New Orleans for the sake of plunder. He feels that the city was
extremely valuable, and its loss would have greatly hurt the
United States. The author reminds the reader that the Louisiana
Purchase was not recognized by Britain and, therefore, was not
considered to come under the terms of the Treaty of Ghent. He
thinks that had Jackson been unable to defend Louisiana the
British would probably have returned the territory to Spain.
The author examined official British records and journals of
the officers who participated in the assault on Louisiana, and he
presents much on-the-spot evaluation. He has used the accounts
of George Gleig, Harry Smith, and the journal of Alexander
Dickson, the British artillery commander, who kept an especially
accurate diary. He has also made a fairly thorough use of American sources. In spite of a few flaws Reilly has produced an excellent, highly-readable work which must be reckoned with by
scholars. It will be enjoyed by the general reader as well.
Auburn University
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The Papers of John. C. Calhoun, Volume VIII, 1825-1824. Edited
by W. Edwin Hemphill. (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 1975. xlviii, 674 pp. Preface, introduction,
notes, symbols, bibliography, index. $25.00.)
The United States, between April 1823 and March 1824,
completed its recovery from the financial depression that had
begun in the closing months of 1818. The nation was ready for
another period of growth and expansion, and Secretary of War
John C. Calhoun of South Carolina, as a leading candidate to
succeed President Monroe in March 1825, based his campaign on
the speeches favoring domestic manufactures and internal improvements he had delivered in the House of Representatives in
1816 and 1817. The Missouri Compromise seemed to be working.
Slavery was no longer a divisive issue in the Congress, and not a
hint of sectionalism appears in the secretary’s letters to his supporters.
Secretary of the Treasury William H. Crawford of Georgia
was still Calhoun’s principal rival, the leader of what the South
Carolinian designated as a new party opposed to the “system of
policy which grew out of the experience of the late war.” A
third candidate from within the administration was Secretary of
State John Quincy Adams. Others were Henry Clay, speaker of
the House of Representatives, and Andrew Jackson, retired commander of the army in the southwest and former governor of the
Territory of Florida. Calhoun had no substantial differences of
principle with any of the latter three. All, he thought, were fully
committed to carrying on the policies initiated by Alexander
Hamilton. At the close of this volume of papers, Calhoun is preparing to accept the decision made by his Pennsylvania supporters for him to run as vice-president, not on the ticket with
Jackson, but associated with him.
Letters concerning these political maneuverings occupy only a
small proportion of the volume’s more than 600 pages, but almost
everything that Calhoun wrote or did was influenced by such
concerns. The subtle, corrupting force of a popular election on
even the most principled of candidates is apparent. No longer
was it possible for Calhoun, or any of the others in office, to act
without thought as to whether or not it would aid or injure his
race for the presidency.
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Monroe, though caught in an almost impossible situation, succeeded in holding his administration and cabinet together, and at
the close of 1823, in his message to Congress, proclaimed the
Monroe Doctrine with united support from all the contenders.
He also remained neutral in the political conflicts, never expressing a preference for any of then rivals, and through his personal force and example, maintained an appearance of administrative unity, at least on the surface.
Throughout this volume, which is edited with the same care
and effectiveness as its predecessors, a tone of waiting and expectancy prevails. No new policies were initiated, not even in
Florida, so recently acquired from Spain. Here the process of
organization was carried on with almost no hint of the difficult
struggles with Indians and fugitive blacks that lay in the future.
And the same could almost be said of the nation as a whole. The
steady weakening of Crawford’s candidacy, as Calhoun. saw it,
meant that the nationalistic policies, which he favored, would
be continued, first under Jackson, and then himself as Jackson’s
successor.
University of Oregon

T HOMAS P. G OVAN

Correspondence of James K. Polk, Volume III, 1835-1836. Edited
by Herbert Weaver and Kermit L. Hall. (Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 1975. xxxvi, 836 pp. Preface, notes, index. $25.00.)
The period covered by this volume was a critical one in the
political life of James K. Polk. During 1835-36 the revolt against
Andrew Jackson in his home state reached its climax. A majority
of the Tennessee congressional delegation, led by John Bell,
joined this revolt and promoted the interests of Hugh Lawson
White as opposed to Martin Van Buren, whom Jackson had
chosen as his successor. Polk, Felix Grundy, and Cave Johnson,
ardent disciples of Jackson, assumed responsibility for his defense and for the promotion of the candidacy of Van Buren. This
was truly a heavy political burden, for the long smoldering
hostility to Jackson now surfaced and most Tennesseans, including many who professed loyalty to him, could not under-
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stand why the Old Hero would favor a New Yorker rather than
another favorite son of Tennessee.
A preliminary to this political battle, which centered in Tennessee, was the competition between Polk and Bell for the
speakership of the House of Representatives. When Polk won,
the Jackson forces in Tennessee were greatly encouraged. The
greater portion of the more important letters in this volume relate to these two political battles, and most are communications
to, rather than from, Polk. Many relate to the establishment and
support of friendly newspapers; the Bell-White forces had control
of a majority of the Tennessee press.,
This volume also contains the usual flow of letters relating to
patronage; others requested favors. Polk must have grown weary
of handling subscriptions to Washington newspapers, even to advancing money for some, but his constituents expected it, and he
never complained. The volume also contains several letters from
out of state, but they are of limited importance. The editors
were faced with the need of reducing the volume of material
published. They have been selective, including only 690 out of
more than 1,000 letters examined, and of this number 184 were
summarized. All important letters are included, even though
previously published elsewhere.
It is to be much regretted that Herbert Weaver is retiring
from his editorial duties. His industry and thorough knowledge
of the field in which he labored made him an ideal editor for
the papers of James K. Polk.
Winchester, Tennessee

J. H. PARKS

American Indian Policy in the Jacksonian Era. By Ronald N.
Satz. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1975. xii, 343
pp. Preface, introduction, maps, notes, illustrations, epilogue,
appendix, selected bibliography, index. $12.95.)
Ronald Satz has traced the history of the Indian removal during the Jacksonian years, 1829-49. After what may seem a too
brief account of the government’s Indian policy during the previous administrations to set the stage, Satz thrusts us into the
Jacksonian era. Jackson is depicted as a strong president, who,
in securing passage of the Indian Removal Act of 1830, reflected
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the views of his constituency and the philosophy of the frontier
white. Even so, there was considerable opposition to its passage.
Satz is at his best in describing the congressional struggle by
which the Removal Act became law. After its enactment, there
were efforts by Jackson’s political enemies to employ his removal policy as a catalyst to rally opposition to his administration. The author tells why this failed, even a majority of Whigs
championed removal.
The Choctaws were the first people to sign a removal treaty
following passage of the legislation. Satz details the devious
negotations, methods employed to secure the concurrence of the
chiefs, and ratification. There is a balanced account of Choctaw
removal and the disasterous social and economic consequences
for those who stayed behind in Mississippi. The removal of the
other tribes is touched on. There was bitter rivalry between the
pro- and anti-treaty factions of certain nations, especially the
Cherokees, which continued long after they had been relocated.
The government’s policy and its relation to the Second Seminole
and Black Hawk wars is also probed.
Promises to permit the emigrant tribes to have “governments
of their own choice” became illusions. Political battles in Washington doomed this noble concept and led to the Indians becoming wards of the government. Thumbnail biographies of the
men who headed the Office of Indian Affairs, accompanied by
penetrating analyses of their policies and accomplishments. The
activities of the Indian Field Service, the people who implemented the government’s policy, are chronicled. Satz traces the
efforts to educate the Indians according to the white man’s
standards. Not all Indians preferred the “rewards” and “benefits” of white civilization to their own tribal way of life.
In researching his subject Professor Satz has utilized almost
all available published and manuscript materials; he has extracted the relevant data from the mass of frequently conflicting
data. He provides an overview of happenings on the national,
regional, and local scene. It is important reading for those who
seek to understand the whys, wherefores, and results of Indian
removal.
National Park Service,
Washington, D.C.
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Joseph Jones, M.D.: Scientist of the Old South. By James O.
Breeden. (Lexington: The University Press of Kentucky,
1975. xiii, 293 pp. Preface, prologue, illustrations, tables,
epilogue, notes, a note on sources, index. $13.25.)
Joseph Jones, second son of Charles Colcock Jones, plays a
subdued role, less prominent than those of his lawyer brother and
his sister, in that dramatic assemblage of letters revealing the
travails of life in Georgia between 1854 and 1868, letters adroitly
mortised together by Robert Manson Myers and published as
The Children of Pride. In this first of what will be two biographical volumes, James O. Breeden gives Joseph Jones his ampler
due. Clio, to be happy, requires both kinds of books.
Myers neglected Joseph Jones, perhaps partly for his own
artistic purposes and partly, Breeden suggests (p. xiii), because
he “failed to make use of the two sizeable collections of [Joseph]
Jones’s papers available to the scholar.” The panorama of daily
life on the antebellum plantation, during wartime invasion and
amidst the vicissitudes of Reconstruction, grips the emotions as
the reader scans the letters Myers presents. But Myers’s considerable apparatus remains biographical, identifying family
members and friends. No help is given today’s reader in understanding complexities of unfamiliar nineteenth-century practices
and thought. This task too the historian must essay. The
Charles Colcock Jones of The Children of Pride, for example,
becomes much more comprehensible when his efforts to evangelize
the slaves are lucidly explained by Donald G. Mathews in the
August 1975 issue of the Journal of Southern History.
And Joseph Jones, a mystery figure shuttling here and there
for obscure purposes in The Children of Pride, emerges in
Breeden’s excellent biography as a research physician of great
zeal and considerable competence. The book also makes clear
the theories then held about the diseases that afflicted the children of pride, and the rationale behind the therapies employed
during these last decades before proof of the germ theory.
Breeden explains what Joseph Jones was doing at Charleston
and Richmond and Atlanta and Andersonville.
Going from Princeton to the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania, Jones impressed his professors by publishing the results of summer experiments made on the Liberty
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County plantation even before he received his M.D. degree. Successively a teacher at the Savannah Medical College, the University of Georgia, and the Medical College of Georgia in
Augusta, Jones gave research his highest priority and rarely and
always reluctantly engaged in medical practice. An ardent secessionist, Jones served briefly with the Liberty Independent Troop
before being commissioned a surgeon in the Confederate army.
He created for himself a research career, in time securing from
the surgeon general roving orders to research throughout the
Confederacy at will.
Conservative in some ways, Jones was progressive in his use
of the microscope, the thermometer, statistics, and in his recognition of the emotional component in disease. His medical statistics
on the Confederate side of the Atlanta campaign surpass Union
army statistics for completeness and precision. Jones became the
unquestioned authority on health aspects of Andersonville.
Jones wrote extensively on the effects of the major diseases
assailing Confederate troops, “pneumonia, gangrene, diarrhea
and dysentery, the various fevers, and tetanus” (p. 176). His observations were important and his statistics revealing, despite his
prolix and awkward prose.
Such faults of style do not rub off on Jones’s biographer.
Breeden writes crisply and with good pace, employs direct quotations with splendid effect, and explains medical matters so that
today’s lay reader can comprehend the perplexing scene of a
century ago. If a slight fault might be found with Breeden’s
book, it would lie in the area where Myers’s book has its greatest
strength with respect to other Joneses than Joseph: although
Joseph Jones emerges from Breeden’s pages as a rounded human
being, his wife Caroline remains shadowy and vague.
Emory University

JAMES HARVEY YOUNG

Confederate Women. By Bell Irvin Wiley. (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1975. xiv, 204 pp. Introduction, illustrations, notes, bibliographical note, index. $10.95.)
Writing from Richmond, Virginia, in January 1864, young
Mary Jane Fulton reassured her cousin in France: “You would be
surprised to see how well we get on wthout old things. Tis true

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol55/iss1/1

104

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 55, Number 1
B OOK R EVIEWS

95

some of us look rather shabby, & find it hard to give up luxuries,
. . . [yet] we feel that our trials are but for a season, and are purifying us, and we shall come out of this war a glorious people,
fighting our own battles, independent of any other nation.”
Such steadfastness and confidence were typical of most of the
women of the Confederacy. They bore pain, hardship, and
heartache with a fortitude certainly equal to the more publicized
trials of their menfolk on the battlefields. On the other hand,
and to a comparatively small number of ladies firmly established
in the upper crust of Confederate society, the war was a time of
excitement and fascination. Despair for them came late; but
when it did come, it was complete.
No one speaks with more authority on the subject of the
embattled South than Bell I. Wiley. His latest book, an outgrowth of a series of lectures delivered at the University of Tennessee, presents chapter-discussions of three of the most remarkable of Confederate women. First is Mary Boykin Chesnut,
vivacious and gossipy, a Palmetto aristocrat whose husband was
an aide to President Davis. Mrs. Chesnut’s chatty diary still remains one of the best of all Civil War books. Dr. Wiley presents
an incisive biography of Mrs. Chesnut; yet his sideline comments
on the evolution and various editorships of her famous diary are
equally valuable.
Next comes Virginia Tunstall Clay, wife of a former United
States senator who was elected to the Confederate Congress. She
was raised in Alabama and married into high society at the age
of eighteen. That may explain why, for most of her life, Mrs.
Clay was socially ambitious, incredibly adolescent, and financially
irresponsible. Yet she ultimately displayed both forthrightness
and courage in the long but successful postwar fight she waged to
effect her husband’s release from prison.
The star of this volume is Varina Howell Davis. The Confederacy’s First Lady was a frank, kind, and charitable woman
who buttressed her husband against the storms of war while herself weathering silently a barrage of jealous criticism. The accidental death of a child from a fall in 1862, the constant swirl
of controversy around her husband, and the open dislike of many
of Richmond’s “bluebloods” would have broken a weaker person.
The determination and dedication exhibited by Mrs. Davis were
therefore extraordinary.

Published by STARS, 1976

105

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 55 [1976], No. 1, Art. 1
96

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

A concluding chapter provides comments on the general
character of the great mass of southern women caught in the
grip of that strangling war. Dr. Wiley’s scholarly tribute to that
class is a fitting conclusion to a volume containing far more data
than its slim size would suggest.
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University

JAMES I. ROBERTSON, JR.

Black Protest: Issues and Tactics. By Robert C. Dick. (Westport,
Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1974. xiii, 338 pp. Illustrations, preface, introduction, appendixes, bibliography, index.
$12.95.)
Robert Dick’s book promises more than it delivers. While the
jacket claims that the author’s analysis of the leadership rhetoric
of the antebellum National Negro Convention “clarifies much
intellectual and social history,” the work does not. Dick rightly
points out that Negro leaders during the last few decades before
the Civil War were far from unanimous in their method of attack on southern slavery or northern racism. He correctly suggests the wide range in different approaches: political activism
versus moral persuasion, anti-colonization versus voluntary emigration, and militancy versus pacifism, exemplified in contrast by
Henry Highland Garnet and David Walker versus the American
Moral Reform Society. Moreover, he briefly and interestingly
describes the chief rhetorical value of each of the movement’s
major public speakers— Douglass, Garnet, William Wells Brown,
Soujourner Truth— and offers a helpful and insightful appendix
that juxtaposes written speeches illustrating each of the major
black protest positions and issues during the period.
What the book does not deliver is any indication that the
author understands the historical climate that surrounded the
National Negro Convention. Dick either ignores or is unaware,
for example, of the major shift in leadership that accompanied
a major shift in protest from the 1830s to the 1840s. The earlier
decade was marked by conservatism, as best illustrated by the
convention movement’s founders, Bishop Richard Allen, Samuel
Cornish, and James Forten, Sr. But Allen dies in 1831, and
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Cornish and Forten by 1840 are too old to keep pace with a new
generation of black protesters. Black protest changed as its leadership changed. The 1840s belong to Martin Delaney, Henry Highland Garnet, James McCune Smith, Samuel Ringgold Ward, and,
of course, Frederick Douglass.
There are other serious weaknesses. Dick fails to point out
that the entire protest movement during the antebellum era was
essentially parochial in nature, and that the national gatherings
lacked continuity from one year to the next, or that they were
designed to be more effective locally than nationally. He also fails
to account for the fact that disproportionately few National
Negro Conventions were held in New England because of Garrisonian influence, and, as a result, most were held in Ohio, New
York, and Pennsylvania, not because of geographic convenience
but acceptance.
The author’s bibliography is expansive but incomplete. It
contains most of the major contemporary speeches from the
antebellum era germane to the subject and the chief secondary
works. However, it does not seem unreasonable to have expected
an author interested in leadership and its rhetorical influence on
ideas to have consulted more than published accounts. Dick fails
to cite even one collection of black manuscript materials, even
though Douglass and Alexander Crummell, for example, left
large collections of correspondence for interested historians. In
short, the serious reader is better advised to consult Howard Bell,
author of numerous articles and a full length monograph on the
National Negro Convention, or William and Jane Pease, than this
effort of Robert Dick.
Daytona Beach Community College

PETER D. KLINGMAN

The Persistent Tradition in New South Politics. By George
Brown Tindall. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1975. xiii, 72 pp. Preface. $4.95.)
The three essays that comprise this slender volume were delivered in 1973 as the Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in
Southern History at Louisiana State University. They provide a
new historical perspective on southern politics during the cru-
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cially important half-century following the inception of the
Solid South. In searching for the meaning of this epoch, George
B. Tindall discusses Bourbons, Populists, and Progressives, the
three groups that dominated New South politics. The subject is
a congenial one for Professor Tindall, whose wide-ranging studies
of southern political and social life have given him a profound
understanding of the South’s modern history. The essays bear the
familiar stamp of Tindall’s scholarly style: they are informed,
urbane, and witty.
The lectures place the three movements in historiographical
perspective and relate them to the political tradition of the New
South. The approach is somewhat reminiscent of Richard Hofstadter’s The American Political Tradition and the Men Who
Made It, and it reflects the influence of such scholars as Samuel
P. Hays, Raymond H. Pulley, Jack Temple Kirby, and Robert H.
Wiebe. Tindall’s major theme is “a thread of continuity” which
he discerns in the transition from Bourbonism to progressivism.
“The Bourbons,” he suggests, “supplied a thesis, the Populists
set up an antithesis, and the Progressives worked out a synthesis
which governed southern politics through the first half of the
twentieth century” (p. xii). Bourbonism, which succeeded in
reconciling tradition with innovation, thus appears in a somewhat different and more significant light than that of the conventional interpretation. The Populists are pictured as insurgents
who challenged the Bourbon vision of organic community, only
to have their revolt nullified by “the leaven of tradition.” The
Progressives, while influenced in some respects by the Populists,
were true heirs of the Bourbons, according to the author. They
perpetuated the region’s persistent tradition of community as
well as the essential features of the New South creed.
Professor Tindall’s critical analysis of progressivism is particularly noteworthy. Although Tindall’s portrait of the southern
Progressives may unduly highlight their elitist, anti-democratic,
and traditional character, his interpretation is comprehensive,
provocative, and generally persuasive. All three essays illuminate
a seminal period in modern southern politics, and it is appropriate that they should appear at a time when the Solid South is
passing into history.
Vanderbilt University
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The Wild Man from Sugar Creek: The Political Career of Eugene Talmadge. By William Anderson. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1975. xviii, 268 pp. Preface, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $11.95.)
The Wild Man from Sugar Creek contains flaws. It relies
heavily on interviews, often with respondents recalling events
that transpired four decades or more in the past. A journalist
and public relations executive, William Anderson sometimes
makes rather sweeping judgements based largely on impressionistic evidence. Even the central thesis of the work is not entirely
convincing. Anderson argues that Eugene Talmadge represented
a link with a cultural heritage being undermined by rapid
change: “These new directions in which the farmer was moving
were apparently creating a problem of conscience; and by supporting the voice of the past, Gene Talmadge, they were absolving these guilt feelings about leaving the past” (p. 56). While
such an explanation undoubtedly contains an element of truth,
it does not adequately account for the similar appeal of Tom
Watson prior to Talmadge, nor of Lester G. Maddox afterward.
Yet, all of this duly recorded, The Wild Man from Sugar
Creek is a fine book. It is superbly written. Anderson has an eye
for meaningful detail and relevant anecdote, and he catches the
mood of the politics of the era. It is also an extremely perceptive
work. The author understands Georgia politics; he may even
understand Gene Talmadge. The four-times Georgia governor
offered solutions that “were simple, easy to understand, and the
fact that they had never worked appeared to bother no one” (p.
80). But, as V. O. Key had noted, a moribund one-party system
and a weak and unresponsive state government offered few barriers to a determined and impulsive man— “the showman, the
rainmaker, the medicine man, the ranting, magnetic evangelist”
(p. 81)— who made personality and demagoguery the issues and
polarized Georgia politics.
While producing an essentially critical biography, Anderson
has made a commendable effort to be fair to his subject. Talmadge was a simple man who held firmly to the verities of hard
work and the southern rural way of life, although he himself had
not enjoyed being a farmer and did not work particularly hard at
it. Talmadge was obviously an outstanding campaigner, but his
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political instincts seem to have been faulty about as often as they
were shrewd. His impulsive behavior drew attention and publicity, but it seemed to hurt his political cause as often as it
helped.
In any case, Anderson has provided a thoughtful appraisal
not only of Eugene Talmadge but, by implication, of the atavistic
appeal of southern demagogues generally. In an age of disaggregated parties and a none-too-responsive government located
even further away than Atlanta, The Wild Man from Sugar
Creek is an extremely timely and provocative work.
University of Georgia

NUMAN V. BARTLEY

Dixiecrats and Democrats: Alabama Politics, 1942-1950. By William D. Barnard. (University: The University of Alabama
Press, 1974. viii, 200 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, illustrations, appendixes, notes, bibliographical essay, index.
$7.95.)
The Democratic Party and the Politics of Sectionalism, 19411948. By Robert A. Garson. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1974. xiii, 353 pp. Preface, notes, epilogue,
bibliography; index. $12.95.)
Attempts to review two or more books in tandem usually turn
into brief, seriatim coverages of each of the volumes included,
rather than unified examinations of the relations between or
among the respective works. But the books under consideration
are unusually well paired for purposes of comparison and contrast. Both are apparently first works from the two authors; each
covers certain phases of the fascinating period in southern political history from the end of the New Deal proper (at the approximate beginning of World War II) through the dramatic
southern revolt against the 1948 Democratic convention and its
immediate aftermath, and both are written by individuals who
are essentially historians, but have strong affinities with political
science.
The contrasts, however, are more interesting than the comparisons. Barnard’s book is a compact volume focusing on eight
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years of Alabama politics in which “the little man’s big friend,”
Governor James E. Folsom (“Big Jim” or “Kissin’ Jim,” according to one’s preference), made a major effort to unite the forces
of liberalism (largely Populist in origin, but supplemented by
New Deal personalities and attitudes) into a persisting majority
to overcome (or at least compete with) the reviving Bourbon alliance between the planters of the black belt and the industrial
“big mules” of Birmingham and the Mobile area. Garson, on the
other hand, attempts to cover the entire gamut of the conservative
revival throughout the South, from its economic-based inception
to the ultimate disruption of the New Deal coalition through appeals to racial unity against the rising tide of civil rights.
Barnard, steeped in Alabama lore, tells his story economically
and well: Folsom emerged out of small-town obscurity to win the
1946 gubernatorial election against surpassing odds, but eventually failed in his efforts to re-orient Alabama politics, in part
because the South was not prepared to adjust to the new directions taken by the national Democratic Party during and after
World War II, but also because of personal defects and capricious winds of fortune. Folsom, Barnard argues, represented more
a reversion to Jacksonian politics than to 1890s Populism in his
style, eventual goals, and the projection of policies through which
he hoped to realize his egalitarian and libertarian ends. But if
that analogy is hyperbolic, the sense of what was happening in
Alabama within context of its own traditions, as well as in relation to the politics of the region and the nation, is most accurately conveyed.
Garson, being British, is necessarily looking at the South from
an outsider’s cultural perspective, which has sometimes been an
asset, and at other times a liability, for students of Americana.
At the risk of being accused of advancing an ad hominem argument, I must assess his efforts as only partially successful, despite
the fact that I have not for a long time encountered a book which
is so thorough in its efforts to be comprehensive and is so obviously based on a near-exhaustion of sources. The trouble is that
the author tells us more than we want or need to know to have a
solid understanding of the events climaxing in 1948, from the
attacks on the Roosevelt administration in the 1930s by the entrenched United States senators from Virginia and North Carolina, to the machinations of the local politicians of the Deep
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South which eventually produced the Dixiecratic fiasco. Although the motivating forces, and even the events discerned, are
generalizations of the same political statics and dynamics perceived in Alabama by Barnard, Garson is not able to highlight
the central, as opposed to peripheral, developments with comparable dramatic intensity. In tracing through every variation in
virtually all of the states, Garson loses the reader in a mass of
trivia which deadens sensitivity to the colorful movements of
history as it actually occurred. In addition, although Barnard’s
moral judgments on the South and Southerners are as critical as
Garson’s, they are delivered with far more understanding and are
consequently less patronizing.
Each book is valuable for what it does best. Barnard’s study
of Alabama is imaginative in its selective use of materials to
recreate the personal as well as the more abstract elements in a
colorful transitional period of local and regional political history.
Garson’s examinations of the revival of sectionalism during the
same period contain a superabundance of carefully extracted
information, drawn from an astonishing wealth of sources. Historiographically speaking, however, the microcosmic view taken
by Barnard is far more revealing than the macrocosmic one assayed by Garson.
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University

WILLIAM C. HAVARD

America’s Impact On The World: A Study of the Role of the
United States in the World Economy, 1750-1970. By William
Woodruff. (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1975. xv, 296 pp.
Preface, prologue, epilogue, notes, bibliography, tables, index.
$12.95.)
This book is unique and important in several respects. It is
the first written by an outstanding economic historian also fully
competent to give technological aspects their proper place in
economic history and analysis. It was written by an Englishman,
now a professor of history at the University of Florida, who is
both sympathetic and well acquainted with America and Americans, and is yet quite willing to evaluate their past and present
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place in the world objectively. Even more important, Professor
Woodruff, through his own academic career, has the world-view
so important to understanding our world economy, politics, and
society. There is here none of the parochialism or nationalism so
characteristic of most economic historians, and so annoying to
historians of technology who well know and accept fully the
international nature of their subject matter. So we have in Woodruff’s America’s Impact On The World a broad picture of the
world influence of America— yet one in which the fine brush
strokes can well be found. His sources are on the whole well
known (except for Australasia and the Far East), but his
weltanschauung is new, valuable, and important.
His analysis of American origins and spirit illuminates many
aspects not often noticed by American historians, without the
pettiness often found among European and New World critics,
even if he does sometimes push his point too far or is even mistaken. In our Civil War the role of the North hardly was that of
an “aggressor” (p. 30). He also accepts the shortage of skilled
labor as explaining Yankee ingenuity and mechanical devices,
despite my own figures on skilled armorers available in Eli
Whitney’s time, to say nothing of Carl Bridenbaugh’s more
elaborate data. But here he is in respected company, for even
Habbakuk was carried away by this concept. And while Woodruff ably uses the Turner thesis as modified by later studies, his
most serious omission in searching for the origins of the American spirit is that he forgets that so many of the early Americans
were originally Englishmen. The American expansion into a
vast new continent was but a further extension of the English
conquest of Scotland, Wales, Ireland, and so on to the British
Empire, in which exactly the same qualities of aggressiveness,
certainty of mission, and unconscious assumption of the Balliol
“effortless air of superiority” were passed on to the Americans,
the Canadians, the Australians and New Zealanders, and the
English South Africans, as the same spirit was gradually dying
out in England.
But Woodruff’s book has another rare character. Although he
can write in the conventional prose of the professional economist
(Chapter IV), he far more often writes with grace, understanding, and even a bit of wit, reminiscent of his Vessel of Sadness,
or of another Anglo-American historian— Winston Churchill.
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I recommend his book to all historians as a model of how
history should be written— and especially to those statesmen responsible for American foreign policy, who so sadly fail to understand that other peoples are not Americans and do not wish to
be, and who thus put America before the world in a light most
unfavorable to the United States and to its international goals.
Woodruff knows better and proves the point.
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

ROBERTS. WOODBURY

Placenames of Georgia: Essays of John H. Goff. Edited by
Francis Lee Utley and Marion R. Hemperley. (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1975. xxxviii, 495 pp. Abbreviations,
preface, introduction, notes, index. $16.00.)
There are two types of books about place names. The first is
an alphabetical listing of the names of present-day cities, counties,
and other geographical landmarks, usually limited by commercial reasons to some 150 pages. These books report on
thumbnail the popularly-accepted source of a name. The second
type of book probes the background of names, including those
of vanished communities. Placenames of Georgia is such a volume.
The person wishing to learn about the source of the name of
Georgia’s largest city will find only a single index reference,
which leads to this entry, given in its entirety: “As far as changes
in names of major places go, Atlanta holds the record. The community was first known as Whitehall, then as Terminus, next as
Marthasville, and finally in 1845, after the railroad station was
opened, as Atlanta.” In Atlanta’s Fulton county there is a little
stream called Four Killer Creek, and this name is explored for
two and one-half pages.
In short, then, this is a collection of delightful essays originally written in the 1950s and 1960s for the Georgia Mineral
Newsletter, a publication of the Georgia Geological Survey. The
author, John H. Goff, wrote for his own pleasure. Professionally,
he was an economist. He received his Ph.D. from the Georgetown
University School of Foreign Service and was acting dean of the
School of Business Administration at Emory University upon his

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol55/iss1/1

114

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 55, Number 1
B OOK R EVIEWS

105

retirement in 1959. During World War II, Professor Goff was
chief economist and director of research for the United States
Transportation Board.
A Floridian can read Placenames with pleasure and information for Georgia and Florida share names. For example, Aucilla,
the name of a river which originates in Georgia and separates
Florida’s Jefferson and Madison counties on its way to Apalachee
Bay, was regarded by Professor Goff as of interest “because a
good case can be made that it is the oldest native geographic
name which white people use in connection with Georgia.” He
examined the name in four fact-packed pages. Aucilla is derived
from a Timucua Indian settlement once located in the general
area of the Aucilla River bridge on U. S. 90 in Florida. DeSoto
passed this community in 1539.
Goff died in 1967. These sketches have been drawn together
by the late Francis Lee Utley, professor of English and linguistics
at Ohio State University, and Marion R. Hemperley, an archivist
in the Georgia Surveyor General Department and an associate of
Professor Goff. As Utley wrote, this is a book which serious
scholars can admire and gentle readers enjoy.
ALLEN MORRIS

Tallahassee, Florida

BOOK NOTES
Historical Sketches of Colonial Florida was written in 1892
by Richard L. Campbell, a Pensacola attorney who had long
been interested in the history of West Florida. He resented the
fact that most histories ignored the role played by the Panhandle
in early Florida development. Working from his own personal
library and from material in other American and Canadian libraries and archives, he collected a mass of data which he assembled into a volume that was widely read and used. It remains
an excellent and accurate short account of the significant events
in Pensacola’s colonial past. Historical Sketches has been reprinted for the Bicentennial Floridiana Facsimile Series by the
University of Florida Press. The late Pat Dodson of Pensacola,
first chairman of the Florida Bicentennial Commission, wrote
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the introduction to this facsimile and compiled an index to the
book and his introduction. Historical Sketches sells for $11.00.
Florida’s pre-eminent nineteenth century historian was George
Rainsford Fairbanks: A Northerner by birth, Fairbanks lived
most of his life in Florida, and he was always intrigued with its
rich and varied history. He was active in Florida’s military and
civil affairs, he was clerk of the Superior Court, and later served
in the Florida Senate. He edited a newspaper in Fernandina, and
he played an active role in the affairs of the Episcopal church.
But it is because of his work in the collecting and writing of
Florida history that we are most indebted to Fairbanks. In 1856
he and a group of his friends organized the Historical Society of
Florida, forerunner of the Florida Historical Society. At one of
its first meetings he presented a paper on Florida’s early history.
It was so well received that he committed himself to write a book
about St. Augustine. The result of this endeavor was The History
and Antiquities of the City of St. Augustine, Florida (1858) which
has been reprinted as one of the volumes in the Bicentennial
Floridiana Facsimile Series. It carries an introduction and index
by Michael V. Gannon of the University of Florida. Published by
the University of Florida Press, it sells for $8.50.
The books, drawings, and maps of Bernard Romans have
long been considered important sources for knowledge and understanding of eighteenth-century Florida and America. Romans’s
book, A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida, first
printed in 1775, was at the time the most complete account of
the Florida colonies. A facsimile of this volume was published
by the University of Florida Press a few years ago. Now, the
Press has published a facsimile of Notes on the Life and Works
of Bernard Romans as one of the volumes in the Bicentennial
Floridiana Facsimile Series. P. Lee Phillips, custodian of maps
in the Library of Congress and an authority on the history of
cartography, wrote this study of Romans for the Florida State
Historical Society in 1924. The late Captain John D. Ware of
Tampa edited Notes and wrote an extensive introduction to the
study. He also compiled an index to the book. This Bicentennial
Facsimile edition carries with it the rare “two whole sheet maps”
of Florida published in 1774, and now in the Library of Congress.
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Notes on the Life and Works of Bernard Romans sells for $12.50.
British St. Augustine was written by J. Leitch Wright, Jr., as
a Bicentennial project for the Historic St. Augustine Preservation
Board. It is a brief but concise history of East Florida before and
during the American Revolution. The monograph was illustrated
by Denise D. Gennoy, and it includes pen and ink drawings and
contemporary photographs. It sells for $1.00. Order from the
Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board, Box 1987, St. Augustine, Florida 32084.
Countdown for Agriculture in Orange County, Florida was
written by Henry F. Swanson, a native Floridian and former extension agent in Orange County. He presents an account of the
agricultural development of Orange County. Before World War
II this area was noted mainly for its agriculture-citrus, cattle,
poultry, and truck gardening; it has now become one of the most
highly urbanized sctions of Florida. Once-empty pasture land is
today the home of Disney World, Florida Technological University, and the Martin Company. Tourists share an equal place
with agriculture as sources of income for Orange County. Countdown for Agriculture is a Bicentennial project of the Orange
County Farm Bureau, which is handling mail orders. The address is 2750 West Washington, Orlando, Florida 32805. The
price is $6.00, plus postage.
Mosquito County was established in 1824, three years after
Florida became an American territory. The county seat was then
New Smyrna. In 1845, when Florida became a state, the name
was changed to Orange County, and in 1856 the county seat was
moved to Orlando. Orlando, a Centennial History, by Eve Bacon,
traces its growth from Territorial times to 1925, when Orlando,
like the rest of Florida, was changing as a result of the Boom.
This is less a narrative account than a collection of interesting
and valuable facts about the places and individuals connected
with Orlando’s history. An index provides access to the material.
Published by The Mickler House, Chuluota, Florida 32766, the
price is $15.00.
Oakland: The Early Years, by Eve Bacon, is the history of the
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little community located on the south side of Lake Apopka in
Orange County. Settled after the Civil War, its families have
married and inter-married over the years and now nearly everyone seems to be related. The first railroads came in the 1880s
and opened up the area. There was a hotel, an opera house,
stores, a hospital, and homes for the men who came in to work in
the railroad shops. The book concentrates on the history of the
early families in Oakland. Published by The Mickler House,
Chuluota, the book sells for ‘$11.75.
Cape Canaveral: Cape of Storms and Wild Cane Fields is a
brief sketch of the east coast site which Ponce de León discovered
in 1513. The highlights covering some 450 years of history to the
establishment of the Space Center are included. The book sells
for $2.50 and is available from Valkyrie Press, Inc., 2135 First
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Palm Beach, A Century of Heritage is by Wilma Belle
Spencer, who tells the story of the first pioneers who settled along
Lake Worth in the 1870s. Coconut trees started growing there
when the barque Providencia wrecked along the coast in 1878.
Coconuts, which were part of the cargo, washed ashore, implanted
themselves in the sandy beaches, and sprouted into young trees.
The first hotel, the Coconut Grove House, was built in 1880, but
it was Henry Flagler, the Standard Oil tycoon, who was responsible for turning Palm Beach into a fashionable resort for the
rich and famous. The Breakers and Royal Poinciana hotels attracted socialites and international celebrities. Mrs. Spencer’s
book includes sketches of some of the better-known residents, and
history about theaters, shopping areas, private estates, and Palm
Beach clubs and organizations. The book may be ordered from
Donald D. Spencer, 7914 Jackson Road, Alexandria, Virginia
22308; the price is $6.50.
Yesterday’s Reflections: Nassau County, Florida is a pictorial
history by Jan H. Johannes, Sr., of one of Florida’s most historic
areas. Published by Thomas O. Richardson and edited by Kay S.
Pedrotti, it is a Bicentennial publication project. Nassau County
was first sighted by explorers in the sixteenth century, and the
Spanish built missions in the area and operated extensive cattle
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ranches on Amelia Island. General Oglethorpe used the island as
a base of operations, and named it “Amelia” for one of the
English princesses. The King’s Road constructed during the
British period crossed the county. It played an important role
during the War of 1812 when an American force tried to annex
East Florida to the, United States. Afterwards it served as a
haven for banditti and pirates, and during the Civil War,
Fernandina was captured and occupied by Federal forces. Florida’s first cross-state railroad ran from Fernandina to Cedar Key.
Yesterday’s Reflections details the history of many Nassau County
settlements: Orange Bluff, King’s Ferry, Yulee, Callahan, and
Hilliard. There are some 400 pictures. The book sells for $15.50
and may be ordered from Mr. Johannes, Box 357, Hilliard, Florida 32046.
My Early Days in Florida From 1905 is the transcription of
an oral history tape by Albert W. Erkins, which was edited by
August Burghard. Albert Erkins made his first trip to Palm
Beach in 1905 with his family when he was eight. There were
many other visits over the years. Erkins spent many winters at
Henry Flagler’s Royal Poinciana Hotel and he recalls what life
was like in the fashionable hotel and resort. This book consists
of his memories of Fort Lauderdale during the Boom era of the
1920s. There are many pictures, some appearing in print for the
first time. A publication of Wake-Brook House, 960 Northwest
53rd Street, Fort Lauderdale, 33309, the book sells for $10.00.
Yesterday’s Polk County, by Louise Frisbie, a long-time resident of Bartow, uses pictures and a short narrative to tell the
county’s history. Pictures of homes, public buildings, and the
people who have lived in Auburndale, Bartow, Lakeland, Winter
Haven, Frostproof, and Haines City are included. This volume is
in the Cities of Florida series published by E. A. Seemann, 8770
Southwest 131 Street, Miami, 33156; it sells for $7.95.
Florida Adventures of Kirk Munroe is a narrative and biographical account by Irving A. Leonard of Munroe, the important Florida writer who lived for almost a half-century in
Coconut Grove. His Florida stories, which appeared in national
magazines, have been brought together by Dr. Leonard in this
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volume. Published by The Mickler House of Chuluota, it sells
for $11.75.
Division of Archives, History, and Records Management,
Florida Department of State, has published Florida State Archives,
A Guide to its Research Collections, an updated and expanded
version of the earlier Preliminary Catalog. There will be annual
and biennial updates and monthly accession reports. The catalog
is divided into public records accessions, manuscript accessions,
and a mastername and subject index. The official correspondence
of Florida’s governors and the records of many state and county
agencies are included. There are also business records, private
correspondence; newspapers, church records, maps, drawings, and
assorted memorabilia listed. The book may be ordered from the
Division, The Capitol, Tallahassee.
A Guide to Written and Graphic Information of the Charlotte Harbor Estuarine Region are two reports compiled for the
Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida, New College
Environmental Studies Program. The first, an annotated bibliography of the Charlotte Harbor Estuarine Systems, is the work of
Julie Morris. The second report, Catalog of Maps, Charts, and
Aerial Images of the Charlotte Harbor Region, Florida, was compiled by Jonathan Miller. This publication sells for $3.00, and
may be ordered from ECOSWF, Box 152, Sanibel Island, Florida
33957.
Disney World has had a major impact on Orlando and the
economy of Florida. It is probably the most widely publicized
business venture in the history of this state. Florida’s Disney
World: Promises and Problems, by Leonard E. Zehnder, describes the ten-year publicity campaign to advertise its construction and opening, and some of the problems which this industry
has brought upon Florida. Published by Peninsula Publishing
Co., Box 3745, Tallahassee, 32303, the book sells for $9.50.
Pedro de Rivera’s Report on the Presidio of Pun de Siguenza,
Alias Panzacola, 1744, edited with an introduction by William S.
Coker, was published by the Pensacola Historical Society. Written
by a military officer, the report went to the viceroy of New Spain
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in May 1744, who had directed an inspection of the presidio on
Santa Rosa Island the previous year.
Florioda State Grange, by John J. Geil, is the history of the
organization from the time the Subordinate Grange, Floral
Grange Number One, was organized at Wellborn, Suwannee
County, August 25, 1873, to the present. At first the Grange
spread widely in Florida. During its first year, fourteen Granges
were organized, and on November 26, 1873, the Florida State
Grange was convened at Lake City. Benjamin F. Wardlaw of
Madison was elected State Master. The Florida Agricultwist became the organization’s official organ. The Grange lasted only a
brief time in Florida; it lacked the necessary leadership to make
it a permanent organization. The second Florida State Grange
was reorganized in 1961. This booklet gives a brief history of
the Grange and a list of the names of the local groups and officers. It sells for $3.00, and may be ordered from the Florida
State Grange, Route 2, Box 330C, Sarasota, Florida 33577.
The King’s Road to Florida is a monograph by Charles W.
Bockelman of New Smyrna Beach. Constructed during the British
period, the road ran north from St. Augustine to the St. Marys
River and south to New Smyrna. Parts of the road still existsome as modern-day highway and the remainder as rural, unpaved road. The book includes maps and illustrations. The price
is $1.50, and is available in area book stores.
Satires and Unsatires on Melbourne Beach is a collection of
folk tales— past and present— of the Melbourne Beach area. The
price is $3.00, and the book is available from the author, Frank J.
Thomas, Box 952, Melbourne Beach, 33951.
The Fourth Quarter is the autobiography of Judge Alto Lee
Adams, who twice served as an associate justice of the Florida
Supreme Court and has played an active role for many years in
Florida politics. He is presently a farmer and rancher living at
Fort Pierce. This book is an account of the judge’s life and of his
reflections, attitudes, and philosophy. The book may be ordered
from John T. Dunkin, Route 3, Box 491-A, Fort Pierce, Florida
33451; the price is $10.75.
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Three recently-published Florida cookbooks include interesting material and pictures relating to Florida history and folklore.
The 1890 Festival Cookbook, Country Recipes from the McIntosh
Area was compiled by the Friends of McIntosh who are using
the proceeds to preserve the local railroad depot and convert it
into an historic museum. Order from Friends of McIntosh, Box
1890, McIntosh, 32664; the price is $5.00.
The Florida Heritage Cookbook by Marina Polvay and
Marilyn Fellman includes recipes. appropriate to the historic
areas of Florida— St. Augustine, Jacksonville-Suwannee River
region, Panhandle, West Coast, central Florida, and the Keys.
The historical material in the text is supplemented by handsome
color photographs of St. Augustine. There is a special section on
wines by Harold W. Stayman, Jr., of West Palm Beach. Published
by Florida Consultation and Management, Miami, the book sells
for $5.00.
The Pioneer Cook in Southeast Florida is by Donald Curl of
Florida Atlantic University. Published by the Boca Raton Historical Society, it includes pictures and a brief history of the
lower east coast. Its major emphasis, of course, is the recipes for
such exotic dishes as sofkee, grits pancakes, stewed swamp cabbage,
roast venison, wild turkey, Brunswick stew, pumpkin soup, turtle
egg omelet, sweet potato soufflé, and orange meringue pie. There
are five separate recipes for mango chutney and two for mango
nut bread. The book is available from the Society, Box 1113,
Boca Raton; 33432, and the price is $4.50.
The Land Where the Sun Dies, by Henry Carlisle, is a fictional account of the First and Second Seminole Wars. Jackson,
Robert Armbrister, Osceola, John Eaton, and Generals Clinch,
Gaines, and Jesup all play major roles in the recounting of these
two tragic events in Florida’s history. Fictional John Hutchins, a
government agent to the Seminoles, is the main, character. Published by. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, it sells for $8.95.
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HISTORY NEWS
The Annual Meeting
The Florida Historical Society will hold its seventy-fifth annual meeting in St. Augustine, May 6-7, 1977, at the Ponce de
Leon Motor Lodge. The board of directors will convene its semiannual meeting on the evening of May 5. The Historic St.
Augustine Preservation Board and the St. Augustine Historical
Society will be hosts. Dr. Tony Ganong, acting director of the
Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board, is in charge of local
arrangements. Dr. Thomas Graham, Department of History,
Flagler College, St. Augustine, and Dr. Michael Gannon, Department of History, Peabody Hall, University of Florida, Gainesville, are program chairpersons. They invite anyone interested in
reading a paper to correspond with them immediately.
The Florida Confederation of Historical Societies will be
holding a workshop on May 5 in conjunction with the annual
meeting. Mrs. Elizabeth K. Ehrbar, 200 Pine Street, St. Marks,
Florida 32355, is chairperson of the Confederation’s Executive
Committee. Persons interested in participating in the workshop
are asked to write to her.
Florida Historical Quarterly Microfilm
The Florida Historical Quarterly, Volumes I-LIII, are available on microfilm and may be ordered from the Florida Historical
Society, University of South Florida Library, Tampa 33620. Both
positive and negative film is available. The price for Volumes
I-XXIII is $38.60, and Volumes XIV-LIII, $55.00.
Awards
The Florida Historical Society annually awards three literary
prizes for original work done in Florida history. Each presentation includes a check for $100. The Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize in Florida History is given for the best article appearing in the Florida Historical Quarterly. The prize for 1975[113]
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1976 went to Dr. Robert Allen Matter of Seattle, Washington, for
his article, “Missions in the Defense of Spanish Florida, 15661710,” which was published in the Quarterly, July 1975 (Volume
LIV). Dr. Matter holds a graduate degree in history from the
University of Washington, and is currently teaching history in
the United States Navy’s Program for Afloat College Education
(PACE). The judges for the Thompson prize were Dr. William S.
Coker, University of West Florida; Dr. Augustus Burns, III,
University of Florida; and Dr. William Miller, Florida State
University. The award honors Professor Arthur W. Thompson,
for many years a member of the history faculty of the University
of Florida. It was made possible by an endowment established by
Mrs. Arthur W. Thompson of Gainesville.
The Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Award was received by
Dr. J. Leitch Wright, Jr., of Florida State University, for his
book, Florida in the American Revolution, published by the
University Presses of Florida in cooperation with the American
Revolution Bicentennial Commission of Florida. Professor
Wright has written many books and articles about Florida and its
borderlands and is an authority on the history of colonial Florida.
His article, “Blacks in British East Florida,” appeared in the
Florida Historical Quarterly’s special April 1976 Bicentennial
number, The Floridas In The Revolutionary Era. Professor
Wright is a director of the Florida Historical Society and a member of the Florida Historical Quarterly’s editorial advisory board.
The judges for the Patrick award were Sister Eileen Rice, Barry
College, Miami; Dr. Jack D. L. Holmes, University of Alabama
in Birmingham; and Randy Nimnicht, Historical Association of
South Florida, Miami. The award memorializes Professor Patrick,
who served as editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly.
Professor Margaret Z. Searcy, Department of Anthropology,
University of Alabama, was the winner of the Charlton W.
Tebeau Junior Book Award for her book, Ikwa of the Temple
Mounds. It was published by the University of Alabama Press.
She is a specialist on the Indians of the Southeast, teaches courses
on the American Indian, and has served as a consultant on this
subject for the government and for educational television. The
judges for the Tebeau award were Norman Simons, Pensacola
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Historical Society; Hampton Dunn, Tampa; and Betty Bruce,
Monroe County Public Library, Key West. The award honors
Charlton W. Tebeau, Professor Emeritus of the University of
Miami, and former president of the Florida Historical Society, in
recognition of his many contributions to Florida history. Dr.
Tebeau made the presentation to Professor Searcy.
Wentworth Foundation Grant
The trustees of the Wentworth Foundation, Inc., have approved a grant of $1,000 to the Florida Historical Society to be
used by the Florida Historical Quarterly for art work and illustrative material. This is the fourth successive year that the
Foundation has made a gift to the Society for this purpose. The
Foundation was established by Fillmore Wentworth, who lived
for many years in Clearwater. In accordance with his wishes, the
Foundation provides funds for the education of worthy young
people and supports philanthropic and educational activities.
This past year the Foundation approved grants to the Florida
State Museum for the publication of a volume of essays on the
history of the early Indians of Georgia and Florida to be edited
by Professors Jerald Milanich and Samuel Proctor. It will appear
as one of the Contributions of the Florida State Museum. The
Foundation is also supporting the publication of important
anthropological papers by the Florida Anthropological Society,
a guide to Historic Tallahassee, and the archeological excavation
of the Mission of Santa Cruz de Tarihica (1611-1689) in Suwannee County. It has also established a revolving publication. fund
for the Florida Historical Society.
Alexander McGillivray Anniversary
The notable contribution of Alexander McGillivray (ca 17401793) to the history of Florida was celebrated February 22, 1976,
at the site of his supposed burial in Pensacola. McGillivray, Creek
Indian chief, son of Lachlan McGillivray, was an associate of the
eighteenth-century Panton, Leslie trading company of West
Florida whose headquarters and largest. warehouse were at Pensacola. McGillivray was a diplomat of considerable skill in the
tripartite maneuvers of the Spanish, British, and Americans in
West Florida during the second Spanish period (1783-1821).
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This first formal observance of McGillivray’s death was inaugurated by the local St. Andrews Society, the Creek Indians of
the area, and the National Sojourners representing the Masons—
for McGillivray was buried with full Masonic honors. All groups
wore distinctive dress, the Indians performed a ceremonial dance,
the Scottish pipers played “The Flowers of the Forest,” a traditional funeral tune, and the Sojourners paid verbal tribute to the
man who had signed for the Creeks the New York Treaty of 1790
with President George Washington. McGillivray died February
17, 1793.
National Register of Historic Places
The Historic Preservation Office, Division of Archives, History, and Records Management, Florida Department of State,
announces that the National Park Service, United States Department of the Interior, added the following Florida sites to the
National Register of Historic Places during 1975: Franklin
County— Porter’s Bar site (Eastpoint vicinity); Dade County—
first Coconut Grove schoolhouse, Dr. James M. Jackson’s medical
office, Pan-American Seaplane Base and Terminal Building,
Coconut Grove Woman’s Club; Gadsden County— Old Washington Lodge Number Two (Quincy), Old Philadelphia Presbyterian Church (Quincy), E. B. Shelfer House (Quincy), Joshua
Davis House (Mt. Pleasant community); Monroe County— site of
San José shipwreck (Plantation Key vicinity), Rock Mound
Archeological Site (Key Largo vicinity); Pinellas County— Don
CeSar Hotel (St. Petersburg), St. Petersburg Post Office, John C.
Williams House (Manhattan Hotel, St. Petersburg); Polk County
— Benjamin Franklin Holland House (The Gables, Bartow), Casa
de Josefina (Lake Wales vicinity), Florida Southern College
architectural district (Lakeland); Lake County— Clifford House
(Eustis), Donnelly House (Mt. Dora); Sarasota County— Osprey
Archeological and Historic Site; Escambia County— Rafford Hall
(Pensacola Athletic Club); Hillsborough County— Plant City
Union Depot; St. Johns County— Hotel Ponce de Leon (St.
Augustine); Leon County— The Columns (Tallahassee); Duval
County— Grand Site (Jacksonville); Clay County— County Courthouse (Green Cove Springs).
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Announcements
The National Endowment for the Humanities supports
humanistic activity through grant programs. Historical societies
are eligible for two kinds of grants under the state and local
history program. First, the program supports research and writing on the history of a state or locality. Second, it provides funds
for locating, organizing, and preserving archival and manuscript
materials. Priority is given to projects that can serve as models
for other communities, in the hope that the program will help to
generate local funding for similar projects. Other research grants
support the production of basic reference works and the editing
of historical and other papers. For a list of grant programs and
applications, write Public Information Office, NEH, Washington,
DC. 20506.
In the past few years, the theft of manuscript materials from
archives and libraries has dramatically increased. With the aid of
a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
Society of American Archivists is inaugurating a comprehensive
program on archival security. A register of lost or stolen archival
materials has been established in the SAA’s national office in
Chicago. The register contains all relevant information about
such items, including descriptions, dates, identifying marks, nature, and estimated date of theft. Any dealer, archivist, or properly identified individual can contact the SAA to determine if a
particular item is missing or stolen. Records of such inquiries
will be maintained and relevant information given out. Any
local or area historical society, library, or museum which has
suffered a theft in the past twenty years or suspects that missing
items have been stolen is asked to contact Timothy G. Walsh,
Associate Director, Archival Security Program, University of
Illinois, Chicago Circle, The Library, P.O. Box 8198, Chicago,
Illinois 60680.
The Department of History, University of Mississippi, Oxford, announces a symposium on Race Relations in the New
South, “What Was Freedom’s Price?” September 22-24, 1976.
Participants will include James McPherson, Willie Lee Rose,
Herbert Gutman, Robert Sutch, Mary Berry, Joel Williamson,
Harold D. Woodman, George Frederickson, Louis Harlan, and
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C. Vann Woodward. For information, write the Division of
Special Activities, University of Mississippi, University, Mississippi 38677.
The National Trust for Historic Preservation (740-748 Jackson Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006) has established the
Preservation Press and hopes to give grants to assist preservation
groups in getting their publications into print. The Press is the
successor to the Department of Publications of the National
Trust, and will continue to issue regular N.T. publications. In
addition to its grants program, its expanded activities include
publications of books in cooperation with preservation organizations and commercial publishers. For information, write to Terry
B. Morton at the National Trust office.
The New-York Historical Society and the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission. are jointly sponsoring the
collection of all letters to and from Aaron Burr, or any documents written by Burr, for a definitive microfilm edition of Burr
papers, to be published by the Society. Anyone having information or material is asked to write to Mary-Joe Kline, Editor, The
Papers of Aaron Burr, New-York Historical Society, 170 Central
Park West, New York, New York 10024.
The United States Capitol Historical Society has revived its
scholarly, interdisciplinary journal, Capitol Studies, after a lapse
in publication of almost two years. The journal is interested in
documented studies of art and architecture, history, or political
science pertinent to the nation’s Capitol Building or of Congress.
Beginning with the fall 1976 number of Capitol Studies, the
Society will pay $200 for each article selected for publication.
Interested writers should contact Editor, Capitol Studies, 200
Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20515. New subscriptions ($10.00) enroll an individual subscriber as a life member of
the United States Capitol Historical Society. Past issues of the
journal are available, including the special issue, January 1976,
which includes original drawings of the Capitol.
The Western Historical Quarterly announces its annual
Herber Eugene Bolton Award in Spanish borderlands history.
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The cash prize of $300 is awarded to the author of the best
article submitted to the Quarterly on any phase of the history
of the Spanish borderlands, the region reached by the northern
thrust of the Spanish in North America, from the Floridas to the
Californias from the fifteenth century to the present. Essays are
preferred on major political, economic, and social developments,
cultures, peoples, and institutions, and movements, including the
great northward movement of Mexicans into the United States in
the twentieth century. The winning essay will be published in the
Quarterly, and must be submitted by September 1, 1976, for the
1976 award. Manuscripts should be sent to the Western Historical
Quarterly, Utah State University, Logan, Utah 84322.
The Archdiocese of New Orleans, as part of the church’s
Bicentennial observance, has initiated a project to publish an
inventory of the archival holdings of the Catholic Church in the
Province of New Orleans. The New Orleans Province includes
the Archdiocese of New Orleans, the Diocese of Alexandria,
Baton Rouge and Lafayette (Louisiana); Natchez-Jackson (Mississippi); and Mobile-Birmingham (Alabama). The project will
cover the period up to 1900 and will include data pertinent to
West Florida. The inventory will also include documents of historical significance from archives of individual church parishes.
For information, write Dr. Charles E. Nolan, director, Bicentennial Archival Project, 7887 Walmsley Avenue, New Orleans,
Louisiana 70125.
The Oral History Association will hold its eleventh national
workshop and colloquium on September 9-12, 1976. The workshop will be held at the Public Archives of Canada in Ottawa,
September 9-10; the colloquium will meet at Le Chateau Montebello, Montebello, Quebec, Canada, from September 10-12. For
information, write Ronald E. Marcello, Box 13734, N.T. Station,
North Texas State University, Denton, Texas 76203.
Activities
Pine Cone Quarterly is the new publication of the Historical
Society of Okaloosa and Walton Counties. The historical museum staff is responsible for the Quarterly, which is interested in
articles and documents pertaining to the history of northwest
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Florida. All copy, including footnotes, should be typed and submitted to the Editor, Box 488, Valparaiso, Florida 32580.
The January 1976 number of South Florida Pioneers included historical and genealogical data related to Charlotte,
Manatee, Hillsborough, Orange, Polk, Hardy, De Soto, and Lee
counties. Annual subscriptions to South Florida Pioneers are
$6.00, and past issues of the publication are available. Address
inquiries to Richard M. Livingston, Editor, Box 166, Fort Ogden,
Florida 33842.
The Joseph E. Lee Memorial Library-Museum was dedicated
in Jacksonville in January 1976. The Joseph E. Lee Papers, consisting of correspondence, business records, miscellaneous papers,
probate records, and letter books, are housed in the Library.
Located at the Joseph E. Lee Center, 1424 East 17th Street,
Jacksonville, the Library-Museum will collect other manuscripts,
documents, pictures, and oral history tapes relating to the history
of black Floridians. Isiah J. Williams, III, is director.
The Volusia County Record, March 1976, includes articles on
All Saints Episcopal Church of Enterprise by Blanche Fearington,
and the Black Drink by Eileen H. Butts. The Volusia County
Record is published by the Volusia County Historical Commission.
The Council on Abandoned Military Posts— U.S.A. has presented a plaque to the Florida State Parks Service for its work
on Fort Clinch at Fernandina and a plaque and life membership
award to Howard England, curator of Fort Taylor in Key West.
Dr. Frederick J. Shaw, Jr., has been named curator and director of the new Orange County Historical Museum in Loch
Haven Park, Orlando. Dr. Shaw is a graduate of the University
of Florida, and has worked for the Southeastern Indian Oral History Project, Florida State Museum.
Libraries and Archives
The Florida State University Library’s Special Collections
received during the past year the Leonard Papers, a collection of
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business records (36,359 items) of Samuel A., Henry C., and
Wade Hampton Leonard in Calhoun and Jackson counties (19131950); and the Gregory Notebook, containing family and business records of Lewis Gregory of Gadsden County (1781-1885).
The Florida Collection of the Jacksonville Public Library
acquired manuscript material on Dr. James Hall (1760-1837);
Florida News, miscellaneous numbers (1850-1855); 197 postcards
and advertising cards of Jacksonville and northeast Florida
(1900-1930); and the Duval County Government Study Commission Report (preliminary task force reports).
Microfilm copies of the Orlando Evening Reporter-Star, December 21, 1911-December 31, 1949; the Orange County Reporter,
January-December 1884; the O’Neal Scrapbooks, nine scrapbooks containing historical articles written by W. R. O’Neal and
published in the Orlando Morning Sentinel; and Conway (Orange County) cemetery records have been added to the Florida
Collection of the Orlando Public Library.
The Pensacola Historical Society obtained the papers of
Arthur Forster (1916-1960), dealing with Pensacola naval matters;
J. S. Leonard family and business papers (1807-1920); the letter
book of the H. T. Wright Lumber Mill (1890-1895); the business account ledger of G. O. Brosnaham’s pharmacy (1893-1901);
genealogical binders on the Quina, Caro-Riera, Bell and Oerting,
and Villar-Bobe-Yniestra and Bonifay families; unpublished
research papers on Pensacola politics, divorce matters, and
the Red Snapper fishing industry; the Witherill collection relating to the Pensacola Yacht Club and the Lipton Cup races (19201971); McIver Estate papers, including business and personal
letters, maps, books, and scrapbooks; U.S.S. Pensacola (19311934) scrapbook; “History of Bagdad,” unpublished manuscript;
miscellaneous maps of Pensacola business district; Catherine B.
Smith collection of business ledgers, photographs, and miscellaneous items (1876-1950); and letters of Charles Albert Moreno
(1849-1857), Stephen R. Mallory and Irene Moreno Scarritt
(1859), and Captain James G. Bullard, April 10, 1861. The
McEvers Cowley photograph collection (1914-1952) includes
5,000 photograph plates, 2,000 glass and celluloid negatives, and
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approximately 1,000 photographs of people and places in Pensacola and the surrounding area.
The P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History at the University
of Florida acquired the Winston J. T. (1829-1864) and Octavia
Bryant Stephens (1841-1908) Papers, consisting of nine boxes of
correspondence, account books, and diaries covering Indians, the
Civil War, and various political, business, and personal matters
relating to a nineteenth-century Florida family. Also acquired
were the papers of Robert Lucas Black (1883-1940), Democratic
politician (member of the Florida House and Senate) and naval
stores operator of Palatka; two diaries of Colonel William Davenport (?-1858), officer in the Second Seminole War; John Mann
Goggin Papers (1916-1963), anthropologist-archeologist-ethnologist, ten boxes, seven boxes of notecards, and a portfolio;
Ulysses Short “Preacher” Gordon (1893-1976), Presbyterian minister, Gainesville, 1928-1968, five boxes of correspondence, sermons, newspaper clippings, and miscellaneous items; Alexander
Linn, Presbyterian minister in southwest Florida, worked with
the Indians, describes travels in Everglades area; Charles W.
Spellmen, manuscript papers for a book on early Florida history;
Michael V. Gannon, histories of Catholic dioceses in Florida, six
boxes of papers; and the Southern Cypress Manufacturer’s Association, Jacksonville, 1932-1973, ledgers, business correspondence and papers, and photographs. The library has also added
several items to its rare book collection and three eighteenthcentury maps to its historic map collection.
The Mills Memorial Library at Rollins College, Winter Park,
has accessioned a xerox copy of the memoirs of Fred Andres, who,
with his brother, homesteaded in the Fort McCoy area near
Ocala in the years immediately preceding World War I.
The St. Augustine Historical Society has added several original documents to its research library. These include genealogical
data, a sermon preached in St. Augustine in 1937, and miscellaneous legal and business papers. A group of nineteenth- and
twentieth-century maps and plots have been added also.
The State Library of Florida, Supreme Court Building, Talla-
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hassee, has acquired the Weekly Tallahassean, July 19, 1900January 13, 1905; the post returns for Florida forts from 1821 to
1916; and video tapes of the 1975 session of the Florida legislature, which includes all important floor debates and speeches.
The University of Miami’s Otto G. Richter Library received
the original typescript with corrections of Florida: The Long
Frintier by Marjory Stoneman Douglass; carbon typescript with
corrections of The Everglades: River of Grass by Marjory
Stoneman Douglass; holograph copy of Adventures in A
Green World— The Story of David Fairchild and Barbour
Lathrop by Marjory Stoneman Douglass; copy of unedited typescript, The Story of Merrick Manor, Boyhood Home of George
E. Merrick, by Melanie Rohrer Rosborough; and a copy of a
typewritten manuscript by Hester Perrine Walker, daughter of
Dr. Henry Perrine.
The University of West Florida’s John C. Pace Library secured the log book of the British ship Mentor which includes an
eyewitness account of the May 1781 battle of Pensacola; the
papers of Representative John Robert Middlemas of Panama
City; Representative James J. Reeves of Pensacola; the LeBaron
family of Mobile and Pensacola; the letters of the Keep brothers
of Pensacola, who had the contract for the first construction of
the Navy Yard, 1826-1830; ledgers and letterbooks of the AlgerSullivan Lumber Company, 1900-1957; papers of the Ray Hardware Company, 1909-1926; ledgers of Rox Cowley, photographer;
daybooks of W. S. Duncan, manager, Port of Pensacola, 19301960; ledgers of McKenzie Oerting, marine supplies; ledgers of
Warren Fish Company; and a microfilm of the Bonifay Holmes
County Advertiser, 1898-1963. The papers of the Pensacola
chapter of the American Association of University Women,
League of Women Voters, Pensacola Philatelic Society, and
Pensacola Symphony Orchestra were acquired. Also accessioned
were personal and political papers of United States Senator
Charles W. Jones and the Jones family.
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MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS MEETING
Florida Historical Society
The semi-annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Florida Historical Society was convened by the President, Milton
D. Jones, in the new library headquarters of the Society at the
University of South Florida, Tampa, December 13, 1975, at 9:45
a.m. Attending were Thelma Peters, Jerrell H. Shofner, Alva L.
Jones, Jay B. Dobkin, Samuel Proctor, George E. Buker, Lewis
H. Cresse, Jr., Addie Emerson, Marian Godown, William M.
Goza, James R. Knott, John K. Mahon, Randy Nimnicht, and
Frederic G. Winter. The President introduced Mrs. Godown and
Mr. Winter as new members of the board. Mrs. Margaret Burgess
was also present.
The minutes of the May 1975 board meeting, as published in
the October 1975 (Volume LIV, No. 2) issue of the Florida Historical Quarterly, were approved. Mr. Dobkin, executive secretary, presented the financial report. He noted an approximate increase of $2,000 in assets. Membership in the Society remains
steady with deaths, resignations, and non-payment of dues about
equal to new members. He reported the gift of $750 from the
Wentworth Foundation, Inc., for the Quarterly, and the grant of
$3,945 from the Florida Bicentennial Commission to aid in the
publication of the Index to the Quarterly. Mr. Dobkin noted that
the Charlton Tebeau endowment is now drawing sufficient interest to support the annual award. Dr. Mahon inquired about increasing the amount of the annual Arthur W. Thompson Award.
The trust agreement on this will be checked before any action
can be considered. Mr. Dobkin stated that money may be transferred into savings after current bills are paid, and also reported
on the status of the Library. Mr. Goza commended Mr. Dobkin
for his report and management of funds.
The files of the Society are being sorted, and this work will
be completed in a year. The map collection has been rearranged,
and pamphlets are being cataloged. A shelf list is now available
for the Society’s book holdings. It was reported that Stetson
University will be asked to return the Audubon prints, which
are on loan there. These prints were willed to the Society by
Mrs. Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings.
[124]
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Dr. Proctor, editor of the Quarterly, reported on the activities of the publication. More illustrations are being used as a result of the generous grants from the Wentworth Foundation. The
April number will be a special Bicentennial issue and will carry
eight special articles on “The Floridas In The Revolutionary
Era.” An increased number of this issue will be available for sale.
He informed the board that he has experienced budget cutbacks
amounting to twenty-three per cent during the past five years. He
noted increased costs for supplies, postage, photo reproduction,
and other items.
Dr. Proctor also reported on the Panton-Leslie Papers publication project. The narrative volume is in its final stages of
writing and editing, and will be ready for publication later this
year. This will be a major contribution to Florida and United
States history.
Dr. Shofner reported that the work on the indexing of the
Quarterly is nearing completion. The finished manuscript will
be about 700 pages. Dr. Proctor asked the board to authorize Dr.
Shofner’s committee to proceed with the acceptance of a publication contract. The motion passed. Dr. Shofner estimated that the
Index would be ready to go to press in about three months. The
possibility of incorporating the first Index with the later volume
was discussed, as was the possibility of reproducing a facsimile
edition of the first volume. It was noted that Dr. Singh’s expenses
were higher than originally anticipated. Mr. Nimnicht asked
about getting a price quotation for 2,500 copies. Dr. Shofner
agreed to compile index cards for the Quarterly on an annual
basis to facilitate future indexing.
Mr. Jones read the report on the program for the 1976 meeting as submitted by Dr. Peter Klingman and Sister Eileen Rice.
Dr. Peters reported on local arrangements for the session in
Miami. The Confederation workshop will be held at the local
museum in Miami on Thursday preceding the convention. Dr.
Proctor urged Confederation participants to remain over for the
annual meeting.
Mr. Jones announced that the nominating committee for
1976 consists of Mr. Nimnicht, chairman, Chris LaRoche, Elizabeth Ehrbar, Tom Mickler, and Tony Ganong. He invited the
directors to forward suggestions for new board member nominees
to the committee. Dr. Shofner reported on the activities of the
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Florida History Newsletter on behalf of Dr. Tom Greenhaw, its
editor, who was not able to be present. An issue will be published
prior to the annual meeting.
Dr. Mahon reported that membership declined by almost 100
in the past year, with the current number of members being
1,561, as a September 30, 1975. New promotional brochures and
renewal forms have been printed. He raised the question of securing professional help to promote membership in a general discussion of this subject. Mrs. Godown and Mrs. Emerson reported
their success in using the new promotional material. Dr. Mahon
emphasized the need for directors to make telephone contact with
delinquent members. Dr. Proctor gave the figures on membership in historical societies in other southern states; only West
Virginia has a lower membership in its state society than Florida.
The post office has refused to allow any advertising brochure for
new members to be included with the Quarterly under its second
class mailing permit. The President outlined a suggestion whereby
the Society could offer a rebate to local societies for securing
Florida Historical Society memberships. Dr. Proctor said that
the schedule of dues is no longer realistic in comparison with
production costs, and this approach might not be fiscally sound.
Dr. Shofner suggested a reduced student rate as a way of recruiting new members. This proposition will be discussed at the May
1976 meeting. Dr. Peters stated that a list of current members in
each director’s area would be especially helpful. Dr. Proctor asked
about contacting the governor, cabinet members, legislators, and
members of Congress about joining the Society, and Mr. Dobkin
will mail out an invitation letter over the President’s signature.
Mr. Nimnicht asked about advertising in publications like the
Florida Naturalist, Florida Wildlife, and Florida Trend. He suggested putting an advertisement in the summer issue of the state
medical journal which features articles on history. Lawyers and
doctors will be contacted as possible new members.
Mr. Nimnicht then moved that every member of the Society
be sent two copies of the promotional brochure and a letter from
the President asking that each current member secure two additional members. This was seconded and passed. Mr. Nimnicht
then moved that Mr. Dobkin make inquiries into the best
periodicals in which to advertise and place ads. Mr. Goza seconded, and the motion passed. Mr. Jones asked Mr. Dobkin to
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make a test mailing to professional people in a given area
soliciting membership. Mrs. Emerson suggested a special card to
recipients of gift subscriptions, and Mr. Dobkin will check on
this. Mr. Nimnicht asked about having a membership reception
room as part of the Society’s new quarters, and Mr. Dobkin said
that this could be arranged Dr. Proctor suggested setting a goal
of 2,000 members for May as a Bicentennial project.
Mr. Jones presented plans for the Confederation meeting in
May as reported by Mrs. Olive Peterson, chairperson. Mr. Dobkin
will prepare a handbook dealing with pamphlet material for
workshop participants. Local societies will be urged to join the
Confederation. After discussion, Mr. Nimnicht moved that a
directory be compiled including the name and function of local
societies and be made available. The motion passed.
Mr. Goza presented an additional check for $500 on behalf
of the Wentworth Foundation for use by the Florida Historical
Quarterly.
Dr. Proctor reported on the plans for an expanded publication program. Facsimile editions of rare, out-of-print Florida
books and the publication of original material on Florida history are needed. Editing, printing, selling, and financing of the
books are matters that have been discussed with Mr. Goza as the
officer representing the Wentworth Foundation. Mr. Goza feels
that such a program is feasible if directed by an editorial board
and if contributed and earned funds are kept in a separate
audited account. Mr. Goza then presented a check for $7,500
from the Wentworth Foundation to the Society to begin a revolving publications fund. Dr. Proctor moved that the offer from
the Wentworth Foundation to establish the publication fund be
accepted with thanks to Mr. Goza and the officers of the Foundation, and that this be done on the basis outlined by the Foundation. The motion passed. Dr. Proctor moved that a publications
committee be appointed, suggesting Mr. Goza as chairman. The
motion was passed.
Mrs. Godown urged that the award for Excellence of Presentation of Florida History in the News Media should be reinstituted.
Mr. Jones noted that finding quality recipients had been difficult
in the past. If local societies would nominate candidates and support their nomination with documentation, the award could be
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reinstated. This matter will be discussed at the May 1976 meeting.
Mrs. Godown asked about saving the old Capitol in Tallahassee. Mr. Goza reported that the Department of Archives, History
and Records Management has documented material on this
project, and he agreed to serve on a committee to present this
data to the May meeting. Mr. Goza then moved that the Society’s
board of directors support the stand taken by Secretary of State
Bruce Smathers, and the Department of Archives, History and
Records Management that the existing State Capitol Building be
preserved within the limits of the 1921 structure as slightly
modified and that copies of this motion be sent to members of
the Florida cabinet. This motion passed.
Mr. Jones thanked the directors for their participation in the
meeting, and Mr. Dobkin, Mrs. Burgess, and the staff of the
Society for making all of ‘the arrangements.
The meeting adjourned at 1 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Alva L. Jones
Recording Secretary
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A MEMBERSHIP IN THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS AN
EXCELLENT GIFT IDEA FOR BIRTHDAYS, GRADUATION, OR FOR.
ANYONE INTERESTED IN THE RICH AND COLORFU L STORY OF

FLORIDA’S

PAST.

A one-year membership costs only $10.00, and it includes
four issues of the Florida Historical Quarterly, the Florida History Newsletter, as well as all other privileges of membership. A
personal letter from the Executive Secretary of the Society will
notify the recipient of your gift of your generosity and consideration. Convey your respect for that special person’s dignity and’
uniqueness. What better way to express your faith in the lessons
of the past and to celebrate old friendships?

Send to: Florida Historical Society
University of South Florida Library
Tampa, Florida 33620
Please send as a special gift:
q
q
q
q
q
q
q

Annual membership— $10
Fellow membership— $20
Special membership— $50, $75, $150
Life membership— $350
Memorial membership— $350
Check or money order enclosed
Cash enclosed

TO

FROM
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REAT EXPECTATIONS. . . . . .
1 9 7 6

Sept. 9-12

Oral History Association
Workshop and
Colloquium

Ottawa and
Montebello,
Quebec

Sept. 21-24 American Association for
State and Local History
Meeting

New York,
New York

Sept. 27Oct. 1

Washington

Society of American
Archivists Meeting

Nov. 10-13 Southern Historical
Association Meeting

Atlanta

Dec. 28-30 American Historical
Association Meeting

Washington

1 9 7 7
Feb. 18-19 Seventh Annual Gulf Coast Pensacola
History and Humanities
Conference
March

Florida Anthropological
Society Meeting

St. Petersburg

April 6-9

Organization of American
Historians Meeting

Atlanta

May 5

Florida Confederation of
Historical Societies—
Workshop

May 6-7

FLORIDA HISTORICAL St. Augustine
SOCIETY— 75th
ANNUAL MEETING

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol55/iss1/1
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THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF FLORIDA, 1856
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, successor, 1902
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, incorporated, 1905
OFFICERS
T HELMA P ETERS , president
J ERRELL H. S HOFNER , president-elect
JOHN K. M AHON , vice-president
L INDA V. E LLSWORTH , recording secretary
J AY B. D OBKIN , executive secretary and librarian
S AMUEL P ROCTOR , editor, The Quarterly
D IRECTORS
LUIS R. ARANA
St. Augustine
R ICHMOND I. B ARGE
Winter Park
GEORGE E. B UKER
Jacksonville
WILLIAM S. C OKER
Pensacola
L EWIS H. C RESSE , J R .
Cocoa Beach
MARIAN GODOWN
Fort Myers
SUE GOLDMAN
Miami
WILLIAM M. G OZA
Clearwater

MILTON D. J ONES , ex officio
Clearwater
MARCIA K ANNER
Coral Gables
H ARRY A. K ERSEY , J R.
Boca Raton
R ANDY F. N IMNICHT
Miami
ARVA MOORE PARKS
Coral Gables
R OBERT W. W ILLIAMS
Tallahassee
F REDERIC G. W INTER
Naples
J. L EITCH WRIGHT , J R.
Tallahassee

The Florida Historical Society supplies the Quarterly to its
members. Annual membership is $10; a fellow membership is
$20. Special memberships of $50, $75, and $150 are also available.
In addition, a life membership is $350, and a special memorial
membership is available for $350. The latter guarantees delivery
of the Quarterly for twenty-five years to a library or other institution.
All correspondence relating to membership and subscriptions
should be addressed to Jay B. Dobkin, Executive Secretary,
Florida Historical Society, University of South Florida Library,
Tampa, Florida 33620. Inquiries concerning back numbers of
the Quarterly should be directed also to Mr. Dobkin.
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